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Trust God and
be Flexible

Into the
Storm

He's Got the Whole
World in His Hands

MAF Mongolia Country Director Dallas
Derksen on a lifechanging decision

MAF responds to recent
hurricanes in the Caribbean

When an 8-week-old baby needed emergency
heart surgery, MAF saved an over 10 hour drive

Photo Dave Forney

Look
beyond.
What
do you
see?

We see bright, beautiful children full of hopes and dreams.
But because they live on the other side of the world in a place few of us have
heard of, their potential may never be fully realized.
God cares about them, and He knows each of them by name.
And because He cares, we care. It’s why we do what we do. In fact, we’ve
been fulfilling our mission of sharing God’s love through aviation and
technology for over 70 years now.
We’ve gotten pretty good at it. And the best part? We’re just getting started.

Calling all men.
We're touching down in your area and
want to meet you! Representatives from
MAF will be in attendance at various
Promise Keepers conferences across
Canada. Stop by and learn how you can
be part of SOMETHING BIGGER.

October 21, 2017

March 16/17, 2018

Calgary, AB

Edmonton, AB

October 28, 2017

March 23/24, 2018

Grande Prairie, AB

Regina, SK

November 17/18, 2017

April 14, 2018

Toronto, ON

Cambridge, ON

February 23/24, 2018

April 21, 2018

Ottawa, ON

Chatham, ON

March 3, 2018

April 28, 2018

Saskatoon, SK

Barrie, ON

March 9/10, 2018

Winnipeg, MB
Event dates, locations, and MAF participation subject to
change. Visit www.promisekeepers.ca for event details.
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Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is a
Christian organization whose mission
is to fly light aircraft and use other
technologies in isolated parts of the world
to bring help and hope to people in need.
Since 1946, MAF has been spreading the
Good News of Jesus Christ in places of
deepest human need – where flying is not
a luxury, but a lifeline.
Worldwide, MAF provides over 200 flights
a day. Every gift helps! Please mail your
gift, visit us online at mafc.org or call us
toll-free at 1.877.351.9344.

CEO corner
In this issue of Flying for Life, you will
read stories of the many young lives that
MAF impacts every day. From 9-yearold Nomin in need of rehabilitation
after a serious case of infant jaundice,
to 8-week-old Alex whose life was
threatened by a serious heart condition,

If MAF were a private
company, we’d have
an enviable distribution
network. We have staff
who can go the last
mile to some of the
most remote areas of
the world. But unlike a
private company, we
don’t do this to sell
products or raise brand
awareness, but rather to
impact lives.
MAF flights were able to bring them to
the care they needed, with the goal of
returning a full life to them.

Flying for Life
is published by
Mission Aviation
Fellowship of
Canada and printed
in Canada.

You will also see young people who,
through the example of their parents,
are using their time and skills to minister
to those in need around them. Their
perspective is forever changed by what
they’ve experienced and the dedication
of the people around them. If MAF were
a private company, we’d have an enviable
distribution network. We have staff who
can go the last mile to some of the most
remote areas of the world. But unlike a
private company, we don’t do this to sell
products or raise brand awareness, but
rather to impact lives – many of them
young lives like the ones mentioned
above – with the physical and spiritual
transformation of Jesus.
Your support, your prayers, and
your donations are impacting the next
generation. Whether it’s a medical flight
that saves a young person’s life, building
materials to help a community recover
after a natural disaster, or the Bible
translated into their heart language, the
flights that you fuel are bringing a better
future to young people in some of the
world’s most remote areas.
Thank you for joining us in our mission
to share the love of Christ, and impact
generations of people in His name!

Brad Bell
President/CEO
MAF Canada

Editor Beth Round
Layout Mark Field
Cover Canadian MAF Pilot and Mongolia
Country Director, Dallas Derksen with the
Millennium Messenger in Mongolia.
Photo LuAnne Cadd
Share your comments
Contact us at flyingforlife@mafc.org
Our mission:
Sharing God’s love through aviation and
technology.
Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada is
a Canadian registered charity (Registration
# 12994 2561 RR0001) and is able to
issue receipts for income tax purposes.
Financial statements are available on
request.
Gifts allocated toward an approved
project will be used as allocated with the
understanding that once project needs
are met, gifts will be used where needed
most.
MAF Canada is a charter
member of the Canadian
Council of Christian Charities.
Country statistics taken from the World
Factbook and World Health Organization.

Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada
264 Woodlawn Rd. West
Guelph, ON N1H 1B6
Toll-Free 1.877.351.9344
mafc.org | info@mafc.org
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Main An MAF Caravan
departs from Uganda
home base, Kajjansi Airfield
(Photo: Dave Forney)
Above & Right Baby Alex is
carried from the plane
(Photos: Matt & Chaundra
Eagar)

Story Matt Eagar

A

couple of weeks ago, it was my turn
to carry the emergency phone over
the weekend. At 8 am on Sunday morning
I got a call from Potter’s Village Ministries
in Kisoro, near the Rwandan border, for a
medevac of a baby. The drive would be
nearly 10 hours and the doctor insisted
that time was critical - so immediately
we started making plans for the 1 hour 15
minute flight.

Storms Ahead

Little Alex was only 8 weeks old and had
a serious heart condition for which they
urgently needed to get him to the Uganda
Heart Institute in Kampala. Andrew, the
pilot who would perform the flight, and
I, the coordinator of all of it, headed
directly to the airport to start the process.
While Andrew prepared the aircraft, I filed
flight plans, got weather information and
other paperwork prepared. This is a time
consuming process, but when you know
there’s a little one’s life at stake, it seems

painstakingly long.
The weather was stormy so it was
touch-and-go for most of the flight. I was
acting as flight follower from the office
and passing on constant weather updates
to the pilot via radio. I think the airfield
manager got tired of my calls - but it was
necessary. On this occasion our pilot had
to deviate close to 50 miles off course to
get around several thunderstorms, and
at 20 miles from the destination it looked
like he may have to turn back because
of persistent rain and low cloud. I had
to make yet another phone call to the
airfield manager who reported "some
sunshine through the clouds, but darker
clouds are coming". The pilot pushed
on and sure enough, he did come in
to a clearing about 8 miles from the
destination!

God Provides

God’s provision came through for our
pilot, baby Alex, and his mom. Such a

small opening allowed our plane to pick
them up - and showed us all that He
really cares about the small things, and
that He keeps all of us in His hand.
Andrew landed on the soggy field,
quickly loaded Alex, his mom, and a
nurse, and took off as the rain started
falling again. It took some zig-zagging
around the weather to get back to
Kampala, but it cleared off nicely and I
had a car waiting in Kajjansi to take them
directly to the hospital. God really took
care of Alex, and our team, on a stormy
Sunday morning.
Alex had his heart surgery the following
day and has recently been sponsored by
Chain of Hope to be sent to Germany for
a further major surgery. This sweet boy
has God’s hand over him, and we know
that He will continue to hold him over the
months and years to come. 

Partner Profile

My God Shall Supply
all Your Needs
Starfish Clinic Project International is one
of more than 1,500 partner organisations
that depend upon MAF providing regular
flights to remote communities.

D

Main Dr Barrak's
commitment to Olorte is a
huge blessing to the people
of this village
Top Florence is now trained
to carry out fillings
Bottom All the
schoolchildren receive
dental check-ups

entist, Doctor, and Christian
philanthropist Fadi Barrak regularly
travels with MAF from Nairobi to southwestern Kenya, but this visit was unique.
In addition to 4 colleagues, he brought
his 13-year-old twins Carl and Daniel to
the small Maasai village of Olorte.
Olorte is home to long-term MAF
mission partners RedTribe. Its ministries
include partnership with the local primary
school, a beadwork project for widows
and a clinic that Fadi has supported
passionately for ten years, founding SCPI
in the process.
Over five days, his team trained Clinic
Manager Florence to carry out fillings
and extractions – enabling all the
schoolchildren to have dental checkups and hundreds of adults to receive
treatment.

Changing a culture

Fadi also encourages Florence to record
patients’ health data and, for nearly six
years, has been analysing this information
with a particular focus on air pollution.
“Lower respiratory tract infections
are very common,” he explains, “and
66% of these are suffered by children. A
contributory factor is the Maasai tradition
of using open stoves in unventilated huts.”

Local RedTribe employee Pelua Ole
Siloma built a separate, ventilated cooking
area in his own home. This act represents
a very encouraging, counter-cultural step
towards improving the health of his family
and that of the wider community.

No-one wanted to leave!

Aware of their dad’s love for the people of
Olorte, Fadi’s sons were delighted to be
able to join him on this visit.
“It was an incredible experience to see
the way the Maasai live in the isolation of
Olorte,” Daniel comments. “One of my
favourite parts was building a shed for the
clinic motorbike with the help of Titus,
one of the Maasai,” Carl adds.
“This trip was the most emotional one
yet,” Fadi concludes, “because we all
experienced God’s love first hand! We
were blessed greatly by the generous
welcome from the community. None of
us wanted to leave!”
“I am so grateful for MAF and the
amazing support they provide,” Fadi
tells us effusively. “Now we reach
our destination in 45 minutes feeling
exhilarated – not exhausted after 8 hours’
driving. I would like to thank MAF for their
professionalism and for making what we
do possible.” 
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Where there are no bookstores, MAF's 'Bible Box'
is an invaluable way of putting God's Word in
the hands of isolated communities. Dedicated to
fulfilling the Great Commission themselves, local
high school students will purchase the Bibles, and
deliver them to communities beyond the reach of
MAF's airstrips.
Story Mandy Glass, Photos Glenda Giles & Mandy Glass

"

Here is 400 Kina. Please can you send
another box of 40 Bibles,” says Glenda,
still out of breath when she greeted us at
the airstrip in Tekin. “The one brought last
week is already sold out!”
Glenda, who teaches at the local
school, explains who is purchasing these
Bibles, “Well, local people, students,
students going home and take them to
their pastors, their relatives and their
parents. Actually there is a big interest in
spiritual things at the moment. It’s not
just the school; this spiritual hunger goes
through all the churches. Particularly this
Buk Baibel, which is in a language they
can understand, and the 10 Kina
is ridiculously cheap. They
just gather around the
Bible.”

She further describes how the Word
of God affects the school life and the
community, “It changed the lives of
some of the kids in the school. When
you see a bad character and a kid with
a bad attitude and then they commit
themselves to Christ, you’ll see a big
difference. There is a lot of prayer going
on. In fact we have to insist the kids go to
bed and don't spend all night praying.”
“Today the kids went out for a long
weekend,” Glenda continues. “They’ll
go to Bak, Bimin, Gawa, Oksapmin. The
kids came in after they were dismissed
from assembly with 10 Kina notes and
bought Bibles, concordances and Bible
dictionaries. You know, they are just
thrilled to do it. Their faces are just
splitting with smiles as you know, because
they will go home with two or three
Bibles and share them with people.” 

Left Glenda Giles with
MAF Pilots Holger Lasi and
Mathias Glass
Top Right A recipient of a
Bible in the local Tok Pisin
language
Bottom Right Bibles are
scarce and hard to come
by. The MAF Bible Box is
often the only source for
isolated communities in
PNG

MAF Pilot Dallas Derksen helps Reaching the Light
Ministries to bring life-changing help and hope to
special needs children and their families in Mongolia.

Light at the
end of the
Tunnel
Story and Photos MAF Senior Communications Officer, LuAnne Cadd

N

ine-year-old Nomin remembers her
first flight on Blue Sky Aviation (as
MAF is known in Mongolia). The year was
2013 and she was just five years old. “It
went up very fast and was a little scary,”
she recalls. “I felt a little bit sick.”
That day and the following years began
a radical change for Nomin and her
family. It was the day they flew from their
home in the far northwest of Mongolia to
the capital Ulaanbaatar to begin intensive
physical therapy for Nomin at the
Reaching the Light Developmental Center
for children with special needs.
“When we met the Reaching the Light
people in Ulaangom, it was the luckiest
moment of our lives,” Nomin’s father,
Anglan, says. That moment happened
in his hometown on a Reaching the

Light trip where physical, speech, and
occupational therapists, plus a medical
doctor, screen special needs children. For
Nomin’s family, it was the light at the end
of a long, dark tunnel.

Nowhere to Turn

Starting on Nomin’s first day of life, her
skin began to turn yellow from severe
jaundice. Unfortunately, Anglan and his
wife didn’t know much about jaundice,
didn’t know that it could be easily treated
or could cause serious harm. By the
time they admitted her to the hospital
to receive phototherapy treatment, the
jaundice had damaged her brain.
“If we had known that severe jaundice
caused brain damage, we would have
come to the hospital earlier. Because of

the jaundice, she would sleep a long time,
couldn’t suck, couldn’t breastfeed or
pass a pee,” Anglan explained. “We have
three daughters, and she is the youngest
one. Compared to the two sisters, her
development was really late. At age one
and a half she couldn’t walk, and at three
years old she still couldn’t talk.”
The parents had no idea what to do.
They visited many doctors and medical
professionals both in their home province
and in Ulaanbaatar, receiving varied
diagnoses such as cerebral palsy or
hip dislocation, and treatment
recommendations including
medicine, massage or
braces for both legs
which caused Nomin
to cry and cry from
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(continued)

Previous Page A child
onboard a Reaching the
Light flight to Ulaangom
in the far northwest of the
country
Above The Millenium
Messenger on approach to
Tsetserleg, Mongolia
Right Reaching the
Light's speech therapist,
Eenee runs through some
activities with Nomin and
her father, Angalan

Mongolia

the pain. Eventually Anglan realized that
none of these were helping but didn’t
know where else to turn until they heard
that a Reaching the Light team would be
screening children at their local hospital.

Proper Therapy

Following the screening, the team
recommended that Nomin and one of
her parents come to their developmental
center in the capital. Each session lasted
two weeks, once in 2013 and the next in
2015. Blue Sky Aviation (MAF) flew them
both times, a 4.5-hour flight instead of
two grueling days by road.
“Reaching the Light gave the right
diagnosis and understood what the cause
was and what the future potential is,”
Anglan remembers. “Many things became
very clear so we didn’t have to visit other
doctors. We started doing the proper
exercises with Nomin and recognized
a lot of improvement. For example, her
balance and speech improved.”
Each time a team from Reaching the
Light comes to their province, the satellite

center at the local hospital announces
the visit in advance and Nomin’s parents
bring her for a follow-up exam and
updated therapy recommendations they
can work on at home. Anglan is so happy
with the help that Reaching the Light and
its satellite center has provided that he
hopes someday to provide help toward
this kind of charity.

Hope and a Future

In June, father and daughter sit on a
metal bench in the hospital hallway of
their hometown, waiting their turn to
see visiting Reaching the Light’s speech
therapist Eenee, physical therapist Dogi,
and doctor Dure. Nomin wears a bright
pink dress and a matching wide-brim hat
while they play a ‘Rock-Paper-Scissors’
game. It’s clear the two adore each other.
“We are really close friends,” Anglan says.
Nomin’s cognition appears to be normal
and above average in math. “She’s the
top math student in her class,” her father
brags. In other areas she still struggles.
“Her balance is a problem. Writing is not
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so good. Running and physical work is
difficult for her. If she becomes tired then
speech is difficult, but she’s getting better.
Today she took some advice from the
speech therapist.”
For 21 years, Anglan has been teaching
high school-level chemistry to pupils
interested in entering medical university.
Approximately 300 of his former students
have become doctors.
Thanks to Reaching the Light, he now
sees hope and a bright future for his
daughter. “I hope she will be a pharmacist
one day,” he says. “I’ve already started to
teach her.” 

Top MAF Mongolia Country
Director and Pilot Dallas
Derksen
Middle Passengers
debarking the Millennium
Messenger
Bottom Reaching the Light
patient, Nomin and her
father, Angalan
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INTO THE
STORM

Story and Photos MAF Global Manager of Disaster Response, John Woodbury

In the aftermath of hurricanes Irma and
Maria, Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) has
staff on the ground and in the air providing
assistance to families in the Caribbean as
they struggle to recover.
“MAF is working with Samaritan’s Purse
(SP) to survey the needs and bring help
to the islands that have been torn apart
by hurricanes Maria and Irma," said John
Woodberry, Global Manager of Disaster
Response for MAF. "We flew an MAF
airplane to Dominica and so much there
has been destroyed. About 75 percent of
the houses are missing roofs. Dominica
has mountains and rivers which caused
horrendous flash flooding as Hurricane
Maria passed over.”

Good Samaritans

At the airport in Dominica, the team met
Roosevelt Skerrit, the prime minister
of Dominica, who asked for assistance
for his country at this critical time. In
response, Samaritans Purse has been
distributing tarps, food, and other
necessities to those in need.
MAF has also been providing logistics

Above MAF International's Turbine
Engine Specialist Larry Nicholson
(left) with John Fenske from Hevilift
Left MAF Twin Otter at MAF PNG's
Goroka base (Photo Luanne Cadd)

support from a base established in Puerto
Rico. A second MAF team has been
working out of St. Martin to provide aerial
surveys of damage from Hurricane Irma
and meet other needs.

Help for Barbuda

Following Hurricane Maria, the Cessna
206 from MAF Suriname conducted aerial
surveys and flew SP work teams into
Barbuda from the base in Antigua.
The work teams have been replacing
the roof on a church in Barbuda so that,
when the people return, it can be a
gathering point for those in need. They
have set up two reverse osmosis water
purification systems, which turn salt water
into drinkable water and worked to repair
generators. Many tarps and temporary
shelters have been distributed in Barbuda
as people begin returning and start to
rebuild their homes. 

Trust
God
and be Flexible
MAF Mongolia Country Director, Dallas
Derksen along with his wife Karen, have
learned the value of trusting God and
being flexible through long periods of
waiting as well as rapid life changes.
Story and Photos by MAF Senior Communications Officer, LuAnne Cadd
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MAF Mongolia Country
Director and Pilot Dallas
Derksen opens the hangar
door in preparation for an
early departure

W

hen Dallas and Karen Derksen say their best advice for
prospective missionaries (or pretty much anyone) is to
‘trust God and be flexible’, they know what they are talking
about. Their family has learned to patiently walk through a
decade to reach a goal, but also to pack up a house and move
in four days when the direction they were heading suddenly
changed.

Hearing God’s Voice

Their story together began when Dallas and Karen met at Peace
River Bible Institute in Northern Alberta, Canada. Two weeks
after they became engaged, the couple attended a Sunday
morning church service where MAF missionaries Gary and
Doreen Toews were speaking and showing images of MAF’s
work in Africa. It was 1999 and that night changed the direction
of their lives.
“It’s the closest thing I’ve ever experienced to having the Holy
Spirit speak audibly to me,” Dallas recalls. “It wasn’t audible, but
the message to my heart was very clear that ‘this is what I want
you to do’. It was a call to mission aviation. Before that day I
never even dreamed about flying.”
He was 100% convinced of the call. He was also nervous. He
had to tell Karen and if she wouldn’t go to the mission field he
would have to end the engagement. He had seen couples pulled
in different directions and it was disastrous. That evening on a

walk, he let it spill out.
“He turned to me and said, ‘I’m
supposed to switch my major to missions
and I’m going to be a pilot’,” Karen
remembers. “I said, ‘I know.’ I had been
sitting there in church watching the
presentation and the Holy Spirit said to
me, ‘this is what I want Dallas to do and
you’re going to go with him’. It was clear.
It was pretty cool.”
They knew nothing about aviation or
what it would take to reach this new goal,
so after consulting with the Toews, they
set the mark at 10 years to make it to
the mission field. Eleven years later they
joined MAF and 13 years from the day
God called them, they began missionary
life in Uganda with their three children,
Drew, Katrina, and Jacqueline.

A Flexible Family

Karen (in particular) and Dallas have
astonishing memories for dates, recalling
the exact day of the week something took
place or the exact date from well over
10 years ago. Story telling often includes
small disagreements over whether it
was Tuesday or Wednesday, 11:00 or
12:00, May 2 or 3. Does it matter to the
story? “Yes!” they say emphatically. Often
it demonstrates just how flexible the
family is when it comes to changing a life
direction.
For instance, take the time when they
thought Dallas would be flight instructing
at Prairie College. On Tuesday they found
out it wouldn’t happen, on Thursday
Dallas got another job in a different
Canadian province, and by Sunday the
family had packed up their house and
were out the door. Or the time he was
told on December 27th, 2007 that he
could have the instructing job that began

Top & Bottom Learning the
Mongolian language is a
family affair
Middle Andrew, Katrina,
and Jacquelene riding the
public transit in Ulaanbaatar
Opposite Left The
Millennium Messenger
Opposite Right Dallas
enjoying lunch in a yurt
Opposite Top Karen and
Dallas with their children,
Andrew, Katrina, and
Jacquelene
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in January, requiring resigning from his
current job, packing, and moving to
another province.
As their life moved toward missions,
and even on the mission field, they have
continued to learn the value of flexibility
when life suddenly takes a radical turn.

That’s probably
why we’ve been so
adaptable in the past.
Eleven years was a
long time, but we
could always look back
on that clear, distinct
calling for each of us.
Don’t stress. Trust God. When they joined
MAF and began raising support, they
initially told people they might go to
Chad. In the end it was Uganda, a country
they knew little about and had very little
time to research. They arrived in April
2012 with zero expectations and adapted
instantly to their new home.

Send Someone Else

Three years later following the Nepal
earthquake in May 2015, Dallas joined the
Disaster Response team to briefly assist
for three weeks, arriving on the 3rd of
June. On the 4th Dallas received an email
from MAF’s Human Resources asking if he
would be interested in flying in Mongolia
for 12 months.
“Before that we had been getting

general notices from MAF that they
desperately needed pilots for Mongolia,”
Dallas says. “I thought, ‘Hmm. Mongolia.
That would be interesting. Good for
whoever does that.’ Delete email. No
interest.”
Now MAF was asking them personally.
“Karen and I agreed to both pray about
this seriously for the next two days before
we said no. We loved it in Uganda. It felt
like home. We loved the flying we were
doing, the friends we had. We thought, it’s
someone else’s turn to go.”
But they prayed intentionally, and by
the second day they decided they would
do it short term, twelve months, exactly
the time left on their first term contract.
When Dallas arrived back in Uganda on
June 25th, they made a special breakfast
for their children, prepared to break the
news. Dallas asked the kids to not say
anything for one minute after he told
them this important thing and to think
about one question they had. It was
enough to tame an impulsive response.
One of the first questions asked was,
‘Where is Mongolia?’.
Exactly one month later on July 25th
they left Uganda for Canada having sold
their major possessions. On September
3rd they arrived in Mongolia to begin a
year of service.

Long-Term Commitment
After much prayer during those twelve
months, Dallas and Karen decided to
continue in Mongolia. The program
still needed permanent staff. After the
first 11 months in Mongolia followed
by a six-month furlough in Canada, the
family returned on January 28th, 2017
committed to a 4-year term with Dallas
as Country Director.
Adapting to new places has been
relatively easy for the Derksen family.

Even the children have handled the
moves fairly well although saying
goodbye to friends and their dog in
Uganda was the most difficult. The
family made instant friends in Mongolia
which helped, but their new life has new
challenges: learning a difficult language,
both mom and children adapting to
homeschool, and the brutal winter air
pollution in Ulaanbaatar that you can
taste and requires wearing filter masks
outdoors. The family gets everywhere in
the city by walking or taking the bus and
family bonds are deepening.
The Derksens don’t know their future,
but it’s not a worry for them. “We
are trusting God,” Dallas says. “That’s
probably why we’ve been so adaptable
in the past. Eleven years was a long time,
but we could always look back on that
clear, distinct calling for each of us. It
really carried us through the hard times.
Coming here to Mongolia, we see God
leading us here. We trust that whatever
the reason, he is working out his plan
through us, so we’re trying to be faithful
to that.” 

First
Flight
Story and Photos Jaclyn Reierson

It's not often that the spouses of MAF Pilots get
to see the work they are involved in first-hand. So
when MAF missionary Jaclyn Reierson was offered
the chance to join her husband for what was
supposed to be a routine flight, she jumped at it.

“

Wanna come flying with me
tomorrow?” Brett asked me casually
one Friday evening. “Nick and Jocelyn
offered to watch the kids, and there’s
room for an extra person on both legs of
the flight to Vanga.”
I didn’t even have to think about my
answer! After living in Kinshasa, DR
Congo for a year as missionaries with
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF), this
was the first time it had worked out
logistically for me to tag along on a flight.
I was pumped.

Wings of Love

Vanga is a remote village in the heart of
the Congo. Its large missionary hospital
serves the entire surrounding region,
providing medical care to thousands
of people in need each year. We often

DR Congo

helps subsidize the cost so that those
who need our help the most can receive
it. The love of Jesus in action.
We picked up one of the passengers on
the way to the airport the next morning.
Brother Gustuv is a 73-year-old brother
from Switzerland who comes out to help
at the hospital. Our other 2 passengers
were a husband and wife, returning to
Vanga after receiving medical care in
Kinshasa. With the help of our patient and
capable national staff – who are fabulous
at what they do! – we got all weighed
and checked in, and headed out to the
hangar in a 12-passenger van.
Brett flies a Cessna 206. I’d never
realized how small it actually is until our
van pulled up next to it. 'I hope we all fit in
there!' I thought hesitantly as we piled out
of the van. But apparently Brett is pretty
good at what he does, and he soon had
us all tucked in and ready for the 1h30
flight. The couple spoke only their tribal
language, and the airplane was noisy, so
Brett’s occasional “thumb’s up” to the
passengers was the best he could do to
communicate. It worked. They smiled!

Crowds Gather
transport doctors, patients and supplies to
Vanga, and do medevacs for emergencies
that come up. In many of these cases,
those who need these flights cannot
even afford to pay the usual minimal
“missionary rate”. Thanks to MAF’s
supporters, we have a special fund that

Landing in Vanga the passengers got
off, assisted by our smiling MAF national
staff stationed there. They were thrilled
that “Pilot Brett’s Wife!” was along for
the ride. Brother Gustuv was greeted
enthusiastically by the hospital staff, and
the other couple was led to the small
building where the customs officials did
their thing.

“Wow! There’s a lot more people out here
than usual,” mentioned Brett as he started
unloading cargo and overseeing fueling.
At that moment, there was a big
commotion in the crowd. People began
pressing in and surging around a doctor
from the hospital who was attempting
to lead a woman towards the airplane.
Despite his best efforts to shield her
from the throng, the woman was being
swarmed by over 200 people, touching
her, taking pictures, calling out, shouting
questions, and staring. Think Hollywood
paparazzi - with no security.
As they approached the plane, I could
see she was clutching a small bundle in
her arms. We whisked her into the plane
and the surgeon turned to me. “I know it’ll
be a little while yet before takeoff, but I
had to get her out of that crowd!”

Two Little Miracles

The man proceeded to tell me her
incredible story. “That bundle in her
arms is twin girls. Conjoined twins.
Attached at the navel. They were born
in a remote village so far away that no
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one around here even knows where it is.
And they were born naturally!” He said
incredulously. “It’s unheard of! The family
travelled to a nearby health center, then
250km farther, squished on the back of
a moto, through the jungle to reach the
hospital here in Vanga. They are now 9
days old. We can’t perform the surgery
here, but we’ve contacted a team of
volunteer surgeons in Kinshasa who

Thanks to MAF’s
supporters, we have a
special fund that helps
subsidize the cost so
that those who need
our help the most can
receive it. The love of
Jesus in action.
operate free of charge on children born
with malformations. They are going to
assess them and can hopefully separate
them. We began the preparations for
another long and difficult journey through
the jungle, but were concerned for the
safety of the fragile newborn babies.
When I was told that MAF would help and
could subsidize this flight, it was great
news for us!” he said enthusiastically.
We got the father of the twins buckled
in. The MAF workers moved the crowd
away from around the airplane multiple
times – it’s amazing how fast they can
sneak up to climb on the plane! – and
Brett finished loading cargo and readying
the airplane. I watched as he briefed the
passengers in French, prayed, and taxied
to the end of the runway. Hundreds of
people lined up to see us off.

Quiet Moments

Hazy skies and the drone of the airplane
created a sense of solitude on the flight
back. It was a welcome change from
the unrelenting curiosity of the crowd.
Enjoying the chance to ponder the events
of the day, I glanced back at the family.
The shared looks between them told
me that they were enjoying these few

quiet moments to be together as a family
before re-entering the world of doctors,
hospitals, and curious crowds. Brett’s
now trademark “thumb’s up” brought
corresponding nods and smiles. They
were content.
Landing in Kinshasa, we contacted the
surgeon coming to pick them up at the
airport and gave him directions to their
whereabouts. Now what? Wait. Pray. Trust
that our God who had orchestrated this
story still had it firmly in His control. And
yet, it was so hard to leave that day with
the story unfinished!

Another Miracle!

Two weeks later I received a short text
from the surgeon in Vanga. “I just got the
call! The twins have been separated! Now
for the recovery…” I told Brett. Thank you,
Jesus! What sweet news! In this country
where there is so much pain, so much
struggle and uncertainty for everyday life,
and so little hope for help, we were filled
with gratitude.
Please pray for this family, and many
others like them, whose locations are
remote and their needs and hurts are
real. And pray for us. For the MAF teams
and other missionaries working in these
places. Pray that people’s lives would be
transformed by the tangible love of Jesus
shown to them in their times of greatest
need. THANK YOU! 

Opposite Jaclyn with
husband and Pilot, Brett
prepare for take off
Top 9-day-old conjoined
twins sleep despite the
activity surrounding them
Above Crowds gather to
get a peek at the twins

To continue the story, including video of
Anick and Destin's journey back to Vanga,
visit www.mafc.org/stories/twins

Below After a successful
surgical separation, twins
Anick and Destin journey
back to their village with
mother, Palanga Claudine,
and father, Denge Zaiko

Help us share God’s love through aviation and technology to reach the most
remote people and places in the world

Christmas is a fantastic time to help us share God’s love through aviation
and technology to reach the most remote people and places in the world.
Look for your MAF Christmas gift catalogue with this issue of Flying for Life,
or visit us at www.mafc.org/giftcatalogue to make your gift today.

Every good and perfect
gift is from above.
James 1:17

Photo: Maarten Boersema

