




Main The vast destruction
Above Left Relief supplies in 
the MFI staging area
Above Right Some islands 
were almost completely 
flattened by the hurricane
Middle & Bottom Unloading 
the Samaritan’s Purse field 
hospital from their DC8

Reports in the aftermath of  
Hurricane Dorian state that 

there are 70,000 people homeless in 
Abaco, (part of the Bahamas), and the 
surrounding islands. 
 Many Bahamians had no choice but 
to remain on the impacted islands, 
and are trying to find the means to 
survive in the midst of almost complete 
destruction of infrastructure.
 With these areas in need of 
significant resources, Samaritan’s 
Purse began tarp deliveries, delivering 
them with sling loads by helicopter 
from their Abaco base to other 
devastated islands.
 Search and rescue in Abaco and 
Grand Bahama islands continued for 
days, with search dogs being used for 
body recovery. Sadly, the death toll 
continued to climb in the weeks after 

the hurricane as buried bodies were 
recovered and missing person reports 
were confirmed. 
 Many people were evacuated by the 
government, and some by Samaritan’s 
Purse, to islands that were not 
destroyed by the storm. There were 
numerous medical needs among the 
hurricane survivors.
 MAF’s John Woodberry and Brent 
Palmer are providing support to 
Samaritan’s Purse in the relief efforts 
to help with the many needs in the 
aftermath. 
 In Freeport, an Emergency Field 
Hospital was set up and quickly began 
accepting patients. The 40-bed facility 
consists of an outpatient department 
and emergency room, equipped to 
serve up to 100 patients a day, an 
operating room - with capacity for 10 
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surgeries per day - and an obstetrics 
ward with delivery room. 
 MAF surge support staff also 
supported medical teams by shipping 
equipment to get the hospital set up 
and to assist teams doing emergency 
relief projects on Abaco and 
surrounding islands.
 On Abaco Island, the distribution of 
tarps began at Elbow Cay and Marsh 
Harbour, using a local church as a 
distribution location. Nearly 4,000 
people were estimated to be in need of 
shelter.
 God has blessed our response and 
put may things in place and provided 
key contacts, even providing that all 
our aviation fuel is being donated. God 
is good!
 MAF Disaster Response staff John 
Gorenflo and Vaughan Woodward also 
arrived in Fort Pierce, Florida to assist 
MFI relief efforts.
 On Friday, September 6, John and 
Vaughan worked with Bahama CAA to 
secure flight permission and operating 
approvals for the MFI and partner 
aircraft to conduct relief flights into the 
Bahamas. They also worked to identify 
on-ground partners to receive the aid 
goods to be delivered and completed 
the paperwork for import duty 
exemptions.
 John Gorenflo accompanied an MFI 
flight to West End, Grand Bahamas, to 
deliver 8,000 lbs of relief supplies to 
isolated communities. Three flights 
were conducted, one to West End and 
two into Freeport, Grand Bahamas, 
with 24,000 lbs of aid and relief 
supplies delivered, (water, food and 
personal hygiene supplies), for the 

Salvation Army.
 Vaughan Woodward worked to 
arrange flight clearances, ground 
receipt of goods and forward loading. 
 Please pray for our MAF team and 
other relief workers. Also pray for 
good health among the workers and 
impacted people in the Bahamas. There 
are fears that diarrhea and waterborne 
diseases due to unsafe drinking water 
could appear. l

After Hurricane 
Dorian devastated 
the Bahamas on 
September 1st, MAF’s 
Disaster Response 
Team arrived to 
provide surge support 
staff to Samaritan’s 
Purse (SP) and 
Missionary Flight 
International (MFI) in 
their response to this 
incredibly destructive 
natural disaster.
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