Vol. 33, No.2
Spring 2019

6

MAF supports relief efforts
for Internally Displaced
People in South Sudan

13

Reuniting with
Medevac Twins
Five Years Later

Upcoming Events
CEO CORNER

MAF flights
enable the
expertise and
resources of
our partners to
reach those who
would otherwise
be unreachable
simply because of
where they live.

Brad Bell
President & CEO
MAF Canada

M

AF is privileged to enable
the work of many other
organizations. By flying over
2,000 partner organizations each year,
we help our partners reach the people
in remote places that are in need of
their lifesaving services and support.
These partners change the ending for
people around the world every day and,
by working together, we multiply each
other’s effectiveness.
These partners work tirelessly to
minister to the physical and spiritual
needs of people in need around the
world. From bringing the Word of God,
to medical supplies and sanitation
projects, MAF flights enable the
expertise and resources of our partners
to reach those who would otherwise be
unreachable simply because of where
they live.
You’ll read in this edition of Flying for
Life how MAF flights made it possible for
Medair to transport a ton of equipment
into a refugee camp in South Sudan
to bring supplies and build latrines to
help stem the spread of disease for the
people fleeing conflict. Bringing in that
amount of equipment by dirt road to
such an isolated location simply would
not have been possible.
Just as we make the work of these
partners possible, our partners help
us fulfill our mission and vision of

seeing isolated people physically and
spiritually transformed in Christ’s name.
Without their work, we could not reach
the number of people with the variety
of services and resources that are made
possible when we work together.
You are also our partners in fulfilling
our mission and vision – without your
financial support, the flights we provide
for other organizations would not be
possible. Thank you for partnering with
us in accomplishing God’s work!

• June 9th
On These Wings (ON)
Join us for an evening of music and celebration
at the Warplane Heritage museum in Hamilton
featuring the Windjammers Pops Wind Ensemble.
For details and tickets, visit mafc.org/events.

We’ve Moved!
We’ve outgrown the office space on Woodlawn Road that has
served us for the past 34 years. By the time you read this, we’ll
have moved to a new location. If you ever find yourself in the
south end of Guelph, drop by and say hello.

PS: We’ve moved! This may come as a
surprise to you since we’ve been keeping
it under wraps, but for us this need has
been a long-time coming.
We’ve been working at max capacity
for some time now, and have made the
move to a facility which will allow us to
not only better meet our current needs,
but provide for future growth.
Our new office still has some kinks
that need to be ironed out, so we’re not
quite ready for the big reveal, but look
for an update in the next issue of Flying
for Life.
In the meanwhile, if you’re in the
south-end of Guelph, please drop by.
We’d love to show you our new digs.

Our new address is Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada
102-195 Hanlon Creek Blvd.
Guelph, ON N1C 0A1

What does this mean for you?
Our phone numbers, email addresses, and
website have remained the same. If you’re
someone who likes to correspond by mail and
addresses your own envelopes, make
sure to update your address book
accordingly.

• June 12 - 15
Prairie Aviation Training Centre Tour (AB)
Meet the instructors and see the tools used to train
future generations of missionary Pilots.
Visit mafc.org/events for specific dates and times.

• July 29 - August 3
MAF Kodiak Airplane Tour (MB, SK, AB, BC)
We’ll be taking an MAF Kodiak 100 aircraft out for
a spin around select cities in Western Canada this
summer. Bring friends and family and experience
this machine built for missions work, and meet the
Pilots who fly it.
Visit mafc.org/events for specific dates and times.

Do you have any of our
envelopes that look like
this? You can continue to
use them as usual.

Join us in Uganda
If you’ve ever wanted to visit Africa and
see an MAF program in action, now you
can. Join us between June 13 – 28, 2019
for the trip of a life-time
For details, visit mafc.org/visiontrips

.
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MAF has been assisting with
disaster relief flights in the
wake of Cyclone Idai. The
powerful tropical cyclone
hit the coastal city of Beira,
Mozambique, impacting
millions of people in the area.

Photo Mark & Kelly Hewes

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is a Christian organization whose mission is to fly light aircraft and use other technologies in isolated
parts of the world to bring help and hope to people in need. Since 1946, MAF has been spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ in places
of deepest human need – where flying is not a luxury, but a lifeline. Worldwide, MAF provides over 200 flights a day. Mission Aviation
Fellowship of Canada is a Canadian registered charity (Registration # 12994 2561 RR0001) and is able to issue receipts for income tax
purposes. Financial statements are available on request. Every gift helps! Please mail your gift, visit us at mafc.org, or call us toll-free at
1.877.351.9344. Gifts allocated toward an approved project will be used as allocated with the understanding that once project needs are
met, gifts will be used where needed most.
Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada is a charter
member of the Canadian Council of Christian Charities.

Mailing Address 102-195 Hanlon Creek Blvd., Guelph, ON N1C 0A1
Toll-Free 1.877.351.9344 E-mail info@mafc.org Website mafc.org

Flying for Life is published by Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada and printed in Canada. Editor Beth Round / Layout Mark Field.
Country statistics cited are taken from the World Factbook and World Health Organization. Share your comments flyingforlife@mafc.org.
Cover Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Technician, Marcello Jerfasio in South Sudan. Photo Thorkild Jørgensen
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Every story starts somewhere, but
for many, where it begins is also
where it ends.
Because of where they were born,
millions of people living in remote jungles,
rugged mountains, and vast deserts are
cut off from medical care, education,
clean water, community development,
and hope.
We believe they have the same potential
as anyone else, and given the chance,
many could go on to accomplish the
incredible. They can rewrite their stories
and change the course of their families,
their communities, and even the world.
All they need is an opportunity.
Look for the Change the Ending logo
throughout this issue of Flying for Life,
and read about the lives that are being
changed because of the support of
people like you.

Written by women for women,
this new MAF devotional is sure
to inspire the mothers, wives,
and sisters in your life.
This 7 week devotional is free
with your donation to MAF of
$150 or more.
Visit mafc.org/sweetfragrances
to view a sample, or to order
yours today.

MAF’s holistic approach to ministry focuses on
meeting people’s physical felt-needs, as well as
their spiritual needs. The real story of MAF’s holistic
approach to ministry is told through the dedication,
sacrifice, and commitment of the men, women, and
families who serve.
Canadians serving with MAF fill critical and key roles
as pilots, aircraft mechanics, teachers, business
administrators, and IT specialists in 15 countries
around the world - more than any other supporting
country in MAF’s global family.

Countries and areas served
by MAF Canada supported
missionaries in fy2018

REVENUES
Donations
Missionary Support
Special Projects and Programs
General Missions
Gift in Kind

Program Fees
Interest
Non-Receipted Donations

EXPENDITURES
Missionary Support
Special Projects and Programs
Development, International
Operations, & Recruiting
General Administration
Fundraising Costs

SURPLUS (DEFICIT) FROM OPERATIONS
OTHER
Amortization
Premium Transfers
Gain (Loss) on Disposal of Assets
Gain (Loss) on Exchange & Investments

(If donating by phone or mail, remember to
mention the Sweet Fragrances devotional).

SURPLUS (DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR
NET ASSETS, beginning of year
Angola
Canada
Central Asia1
Chad
DR Congo
Indonesia
Kenya
Madagascar

6
11
1
1
2
8
2
2

Mongolia
Papua New Guinea
Southeast Asia1
South Sudan
Suriname
Uganda
UK

1
5
6
2
1
4
1
53

How the Resources Were
Used in fy2018
Leave a legacy of hope!

International Programs & Recruiting
Includes ongoing recruiting of MAF personnel as well as
supporting the advancement of international programs.

Whether you’re sending a simple gift, or a more complex gift such as stocks, bonds,
mutual funds, gifts of insurance, gifts in a will, or setting up a family foundation,
Abundance Canada can assist you and advise on the right gifting solution. We can
also facilitate anonymous donations.

2018

2017

fy

MAF Canada
fy
2018 Annual Report

NET ASSETS, end of year

fy

$ 3,408,967 $ 3,557,680
623,527
800,976
1,433,211
1,254,075
82,496
69,259
5,548,201 5,681,990
30,000
10,959
1,149,461
6,738,621

0
2,082
1,011,850
6,695,922

4.008,393
595,950

4.149,174
727,228

627,632
790,429
797,965
6,820,369

509,503
666,413
811,067
6,863,385

(81,748)

(167,463)

(64,965)
0
0
43,277
(21,688)

(94,760)
12,705
108,835
166,152
192,932

(103,436)

25,469

3,632,068

3,606,599

$ 3,528,632 $ 3,632,068

Roderick Wilkinson
Audit Committee Chairperson (fy2018)

Rod Card
Treasurer (fy2018)

MAF Canada’s 2018 Fiscal year runs from Oct 1, 2017 - Sep 30, 2018

Administration
Includes missionary newsletters, donor
receipting, payroll, training, travel, &
other critical day-to-day functions.

Fundraising
Includes production and distribution of promotional materials,
fundraising efforts, advertising, and support raising events.

Personal consultations are free, confidential and with no obligation. Connect with
Abundance Canada today!

Learn more at abundance.ca/mafcanada or call 1.800.772.3257
Generosity changes everything

Special Projects
Includes emergency relief flights
and other ministry efforts
involving MAF missionaries.

Abundance Canada is a faith-based, public foundation assisting Canadians with their charitable giving for
more than 40 years. Charitable Registration No. 12925-3308-RR0001

1

Includes countries that cannot
be named for security reasons.

Missionary Support
Includes housing, living expenses, salaries,
education, repatriation costs, furlough expenses,
and travel to and from the field.
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Mission
Accomplished
in Yirol!

In April 2018, conflict forced a large number of people
to flee Rumbek North in central South Sudan. They
ended up in Yirol as Internally Displaced People (IDP),
in need of many of life’s basic necessities like clean
water and latrines.
story and photos Thorkild Jørgensen
Flying For Life Spring 2019
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M

edair’s Emergency Response Team
arrived in Yirol, South Sudan to
perform an assessment of the needs
and conditions faced by the Internally
Displaced People (IDP) who had recently
arrived seeking refuge. The team quickly
began work to address the need for
water, sanitation and hygiene, (known
by the collective term ‘WASH’ due to their
interdependent nature), and nutrition
for the refugees in Yirol. They worked in
collaboration with Doctors with Africa
(CUAMM), who run health care centers
in and around Yirol. The main focus
of their work was to boost the level of
WASH facilities at seven of CUAMM’s
supported health facilities.
Over the next four months, Medair’s
WASH team built latrines for men, women
and disabled people and constructed
waste pits to dispose of rubbish. All
boreholes within a 30-minute walking
distance from a clinic were rehabilitated
and communities were shown how to
maintain them to ensure their supply of
clean water.
Medair made it possible for IDPs to
receive soap, medicine, and access
to treatment for acute malnutrition.
At CUAMM’s health facilities, Medair
trained the staff in essential child health
care. Local hygiene promoters were

taught the importance of clean water
and good hygiene practices. They were
also shown how to build latrines out of
local materials so they could share their
knowledge with their communities.
December came and it was time
to hand it all over to CUAMM. An
MAF Caravan was chartered and 600
kilograms of medicine was flown to the
health centers in Yirol. Almost a ton of
equipment was waiting at the airfield
when the aircraft arrived, together with
WASH Technician, Marcello Jerfasio.
“I have been involved with the
construction of the WASH facilities,”
Marcello explains, “and now that the
immediate need is taken care of, Medair’s
job is done and we can take these items
with us to be used in another location.”
Several people were working hard
to load the heavy equipment into the
aircraft, while MAF pilot Daniel Gill
worked even harder to make it all fit
inside the hull of the Caravan. 200
kilograms of tents that had served as
temporary warehouses and tool sheds,
tools for constructing latrines and
boreholes, and many other items were
edged into the aircraft and strapped
down to keep them from sliding. These
items will become available for the next
Medair emergency response. l

Previous Many hands make
light work unloading the
plane
Opposite Top Medair WASH
technician Marcello Jerfasio
in the MAF C208 Caravan
Opposite Bottom 600kg
of medicine is loaded for
delivery
Top Left Digging a pit for
incinerating infectious waste
Top Middle The foundation
is laid for the latrines
Top Right A finished latrine
Above Left Marcello Jerfasio
and MAF pilot Daniel Gill
unload the medical supplies
Above Wheeling the
equipment to the plane
Left Every inch counts when
you’re loading a literal ton of
equipment!
Flying For Life Spring 2019
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Opposite Tutapona staff
gather for morning Bible
Study
Top Women smile
together at a group
session
Bottom Staff lead a group
rehabilitation session

MAF assists a Christian ministry
that helped South Sudanese
refugee Issa overcome trauma and
fear. Their very name in Swahili is
a faith-filled declaration: Tutapona
— ‘We will be healed!’
STORY JENNY DAVIES
PHOTOS MARK & KELLY HEWES

N

early one million gather in
makeshift communities close to
the border with war-torn South Sudan.
They are there from necessity, not
choice — their transitory lives lived in
temporary settlements.
When they first met Issa, Tutapona
staff were working strategically through
the ‘sectors’ of land allotted to new
arrivals — offering help. Although
the living arrangements in Adjumani
afford dignity and relative normality,
compared to the cramped rows of tents
found in other camps, they are still
home to people who have fled violence
and war.
“I got to know about the Empower
program in September last year,” Issa
shares. “I had a lot of issues. I was really

traumatized by the different kinds of
things that happened in my life. Going
through the Empower program, I really
learned things that helped me and gave
me hope.”
Issa fled South Sudan on foot with
his family in 2017, but his memory goes
back further than the recent conflict.
The former child soldier has had to flee
many times.
His
incredible
story,
though
heartbreaking, now motivates him as
a Tutapona mobilizer and translator,
recruiting new participants to the
program. “I thought it wise to continue
educating others so they could also be
relieved and have hope.”
“Many things happen,” Issa says.
“They have seen people killed and raped.

When you cross to a foreign country it’s
not easy at all — you don’t know what’s
next.”
It’s hard to imagine the impact of such
unspeakable horrors, but Tutapona staff
teach people to recognise the signs of
trauma and stress. Your heart beats
faster, your mind races, you replay
thoughts, argue with your neighbour,
drink too much and suffer from
sleepless nights and fear.
Issa explains that Tutapona use the
analogy of a snakebite to describe
“anything that happens that gives
bitterness to a person. When you
compare to someone who has been
bitten by a bush snake, the symptoms
and the signs are more or less the same.
We relate it that way for the community
Flying For Life Spring 2019
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MEDEVAC
TWINS STILL
THRIVING
AT FIVE IN
TIMOR-LESTE

Above Left A woman and
her child receive support
to heal
Above Right A South
Sudanese refugee attends
a group session
Bottom Left Issa and his
family
Bottom Right Tutapona
staff greets a community
member
to understand. Maybe someone has been
insulted or loses a property. Anything
bad that brings bitterness or anger in
someone, that we term as snakebite.”
As Tutapona’s Candice Lassey
explains, “Our approach is that, if we’re
able to address trauma, and we can work
people through trauma rehabilitation,
then it means they can function in
society the way they are supposed to.
They’re able to work, to perform social
duties and to raise their families well.”
Although other aid agencies offer
counselling and support, Christian

NGO Tutapona offers Bible-based
hope; sowing seeds that will blossom as
communities grow strong through the
understanding and forgiveness people
can offer one another.
“When they come here, many of them
feel hopeless. Many of them feel like
there’s no future,” Candice continues.
“They have no family, no friends —
especially those who’ve lost relatives
and friends. So for them to go through
trauma care and see that there’s a whole
community of people experiencing the
same things they are, means they’re

able to move through that trauma a lot
faster.”
The two-week Empower program is
followed by a review two months later,
where marked improvements are often
observed; the long-term hope is for the
healed to become healers, like Issa.
“I hope they will use the skills
that Tutapona is giving them,” Issa
concludes, “and that this will transform
their lives as they wait for peace in
South Sudan and extend Tutapona’s
teaching to those who haven’t attended
the program.” l

Story: MAF-UK
Photos: Jonathan Lowe & Rich Thompson

W

hen MAF Timor-Leste received
an urgent call to help 23-yearold Elizita Cardoso, a young mother
whose joy at expecting twins turned
to fear when she began to show
signs of pre-eclampsia pregnancy
complications.
The speedy delivery of both babies
was vital, but living in the rural town of
Suai, Elizita faced a nine-hour journey
on poor quality roads to receive the
medical treatment she
desperately needed in
Dili.
Fortunately,
within
90 minutes, MAF’s GA8
Airvan had left Dili,
collected Elizita, and
brought her back to the
capital for an emergency
caesarean. The outcome?
Two beautiful, healthy
babies, delighted parents,
and a new family able
to return home to
Suai a week later. One
MAF plane made the
difference between life
and death.
Our teams rarely hear
anything further from
the patients they fly, but

in October 2018, Pilot Jonathan Lowe
had the happy opportunity to return
to Suai and catch up with Elizita and
her twin sons, Forino and Farino. The
5½-year-old twins have flourished over
the years since their difficult birth and
got a chance to climb in the plane and
see what it’s like to be a pilot, checking
out the controls and listening in to the
radio.
For Jonathan, it was an amazing
experience to see the
joyous result of just one
of the many medical
evacuation flights he has
flown as an MAF pilot.
He said, “I had some
time while waiting for
my passengers in Suai
so I thought I would to
go to the nearby village
to see if I could find the
twins. It was wonderful
to see they are doing
so well and growing up
strong and healthy, with
the excitement of school
ahead of them next year.”
Every
day,
MAF
programs around the
world receive calls to
carry out urgent life-

saving medical flights. In Timor-Leste
alone we have carried out more than
1,800 medical evacuation flights since
our program started there in 2007.
All of these flights are made possible
by the donations from our generous
supporters around the world! l

Top MAF Pilot Jonathan
Lowe with now 5-year-old
Forino & Farino
Above Forino & Farino
check out the cockpit
Left Jonathan with the
newborn twins and their
parents following their
medevac 5 years earlier
Flying For Life Spring 2019
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ACTED operations in
South Sudan aim to
improve food security,
ensure ongoing access
to livelihoods, and
develop resilience and
emergency programs.
ACTED’s team working
in Maridi focuses
on agriculture and
infrastructure.
Story & Photos
Thorkild Jørgensen

Above Donald Itti & his
colleagues arrive in Maridi
on the MAF shuttle

iving out seeds
make one. With this A-frame we marked
and tools is not
the contour lines, and the ditch we are
enough. ACTED, an
digging follows this line. When the rain
international NGO
comes it will run into the ditch and
whose mission is the berm will stop it from flowing any
to save lives and further. We want to teach the farmers
support people in
this principle of water harvesting to
hard to reach areas through improve agricultural production and
sustainable
development, food security.”
aims to improve the methods
ACTED has formed 55 farmer field
of agriculture used by the schools, with 30 members in each. A total
local farmers. Maridi was of 1,650 beneficiaries in the community
once known as the ‘Western
are supported with vegetable seeds,
Equatoria’ of South Sudan,
field crop seeds, farming tools, and
and may be the country’s most training on vegetable production, postfertile area. If managed properly, and if
harvest handling, management, and
the country’s infrastructure improves
general crop husbandry practices. They
after years of war and insecurity, the also receive sacks for storage, tarpaulins
state of Maridi could become South for drying their produce, and irrigation
Sudan’s cornucopia.
kits consisting of treadle pumps, pipes,
A team of specialists have come
and jerrycans for water.
to ACTED’s compound here
“Fifty-five demo plots
to train the field staff in
have been established for
improved
practices
training on a small scale,”
of
farming.
The
Program
Manager,
We want to
workshop is intense
Donald Itti, explains.
and
lasts
from
“Half of the crops
teach the farmers
the arrival of the
on the plot are
this principle of
team on MAF’s
grown traditionally
western shuttle on
using farmer ideas,
water harvesting to
Tuesday until the
while the other
improve agricultural half are grown with
next shuttle departs
from the airstrip the
improved practices
production and
following Thursday.
with proper spacing
Between theoretical
and mulch to reduce
food security
lessons in the classroom,
evaporation and weeds
both teachers and participants
with the aim of producing
literally ‘put their back into it’, armed
healthy crops with an increased yield.”
“Members from each farmer group
with hoes to dig a long ditch through
come once a week to study and track
the compound. The instructor, Michael
Mangano, an American farmer who changes in their demo plot through
observation of the crops against factors
lives in Uganda, wipes the sweat off his
brow and points to the adjacent plot. such as pests, weeds and natural
“See how they have swept it all clean enemies within that ecosystem. The
over there?” Michael asks rhetorically, farmers discuss the findings of their
“When the rain comes, it will wash away
group, analyze the problems and
all the nutrients of the soil right off that suggest solutions.”
Twenty-four ‘seed multiplication’
compound.”
Pointing at the other garden farmer groups, with 30 members
established by ACTED, and all of the
in each, have been established and
dead grass and stems from various aim to commercialize farming to a
vegetables and herbs that lie on the plot, bigger scale, targeting the market
Michael explains: “Leaving a garden
niche within Maridi and outside. Each
with mulch like this enriches the soil
group has opened up two hectares of
and insulates it from the heat of the land for seed production, and ACTED
sun so that it stays moist. Moreover, we supports the farmer groups with seeds
want rainwater to stay and sink into the and training on principles of seed
soil instead of washing away, so we are
production, handling of post-harvest
digging this swale for water harvesting.” losses, management, and basic crop
Watching some of the local staff husbandry practices including weed
members dig out the soil in the ditch
and pest control techniques. The
and shovel it up on the lower side to groups have also received tarpaulins
create a berm, he adds: “We built and
and empty sacks for drying and storing
calibrated an A-frame yesterday, it’s
their farm produce.
a very simple tool and any farmer can
ACTED has also established 15

groups of beekeepers, with a total of
150 beneficiaries. The beekeepers are
supported with bee suits, gumboots,
smokers, bee brushes and two types of
beehives – the traditionally made and the
improved. “We have established apiaries
and are monitoring the beehives to see
if they become colonized or overgrown
with foliage,” Donald says and adds: “The
beekeepers receive training on apiary
establishment and management, pest
control, honey production, processing
and marketing.”
“To improve remote communities’
access to markets, schools and health
facilities it is important that the roads
between the villages are opened up,”
Donald shares.
infrastructural
team,
ACTED’s
together with the help of local
authorities, identified areas with poor
accessibility to essential infrastructural
facilities, and a total of 15 km around
Maridi have been measured out for
access roads. In order to avoid conflicts
that might potentially come up during
the construction of the roads, the access
roads are diverted in areas where they
would affect assets such as individual
farms, homes and big trees. The roads
have been constructed through bush
clearing, removal of smaller tree trunks
and roots, and the compacting and
leveling of the surface. To do this, and

to give the users a sense of ownership,
ACTED has issued identification cards
to 200 beneficiaries and has paid each
of them for their work on the road
construction.
ACTED also provided the tools for
constructing the roads and supervisors
to teach the local workers how to do the
job. Moreover, ACTED identified some
locations in Maridi County with difficult
access to clean water. 12 shallow wells,
typically about 12 meters deep or more,
were dug, and the labourers and all of
the materials were funded by ACTED.
After completion of a well, it is handed
over to the local community who is
responsible for maintaining the well
and the road. l

Top Left Donald shows a
Farmer Field School demo
plot
Top Right Michael
Mangano demonstrates
the functionality of an
A-frame to ACTED’s field
instructors
Above Left The harvested
ground nuts drying out on
a tarpaulin
Above Right Skillfully
building a well to collect
water
Left Once completed,
this access road will
connect four villages.
Local labourers are paid to
build sections with tools
such as spades, rakes,
hand compactors, and
wheel barrows provided by
ACTED
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Story Sarah Newnham Photos Kelly and Mark Hewes

In a country where
thousands of people
are without a church
or trained pastor, MAF
partner Wordsower
spreads God’s Word,
trains Christians, provides
clean water, pulls teeth
and fights malaria.

spend two weeks learning discipleship,
basic doctrine, church planting and
working as a missionary. “We now
have 13 motorbikes and 60 disciplers,”
Kim shares. “They visit 60-100 villages
a month – evangelizing, discipling,
planting churches and distributing
teaching material. We’ve probably
given out 200,000 Bibles.” Some who
have completed Bible school, have
also trained in basic dentistry. With no
dental clinics for hundreds of miles,
many people suffer from toothaches
and need basic dental care. “The plan,”
Kim explains, “is to send them to
unreached people. There isn’t a village
around that doesn’t need a dentist!”
The biggest killer in Liberia is malaria.
“Treatment costs 75 cents,” he says.
“Think about it – just 75 cents will save
a life! So we distribute as much malaria
treatment as we can.” The second
biggest killer is the polluted water many
people drink. Wordsower has supplied
more than 1,000 homes with chemicalfree filters that last a lifetime. “We give
them the living water,” Kim grins, “but
we also give them water to sustain
[physical] life.”
“When I first came, MAF wasn’t here
– we had to go by road. On one journey
to Zwedru, I carried a new computer on
my lap and it cracked the case. That’s
how bad the road is! It can take 20-40
hours to travel 300 miles. In the rainy
season, I won’t even take a car – the
roads are clogged with stuck vehicles.

MAF has helped us many times, and I
appreciate you sacrificing so that God’s
Word can continue to spread.”
Operating in Liberia since 2015, MAF
flights from Monrovia enable Kim to
reach Zwedru in an hour rather than a
day. His practical initiatives continue
to save lives and introduce even more
villagers to Jesus, the source of all life.
Apart from transporting personnel,
seats have been taken out of the aircraft
to fly a couple of printing presses to
Zwedru. They enable Kim to print
30,000 pages of Bible teaching material
daily. MAF flights also ensure that his
computers and electronic equipment
arrive unscathed and ready to achieve
their purpose! l

From
scorpion to
saint
“I run Bible studies in bars,” Kim
shares. “I just teach the regulars
who the Holy Spirit is. One day,
this guy comes in. They called
him Red Scorpion [a former
cannibal who ate human hearts].
He saw his old soldiers and said,
‘What in the world are you guys
doing?’
“They said, ‘This white man
keeps givin’ us Bibles and helpin’
us study. It’s pretty cool.’ So Red
Scorpion replied, ‘Well, you guys
take me to this white man, I got
to meet him.’
“I sat and talked with him and he
accepted Christ! We baptized
him, discipled him, and today
he’s doing a fantastic job. He
went from being one of the
most evil men on earth to a man
who’s starting churches.”
- Kim Smith, Wordsower

K

im Smith began his ministry walking from village to village,
sharing the Gospel. Eventually, this gave rise to Wordsower.
Now based in Zwedru, he explains, “We call ourselves Wordsower
Liberia because we’re sowing the Word of God.” Originally a
teacher, Kim felt the Lord calling him to Liberia. “When I first went
into the villages nine years ago,” he recalls, “there was very little
Christian literature.”
“Since then,” he says, “the Lord has given us miracle after
miracle of provision to do the work. Thousands have come to
Christ and been baptised. All I did was show up in obedience.”
There are no Christian bookshops in south-eastern Liberia, so
Kim sells Scripture translations and concordances at cost price.
He also distributes audio Bibles in the local dialect. Although most
Liberians live in traditional mud huts, they have mobile phones.
Wordsower puts Christian material onto micro SD cards so those
who can’t read can now access God’s Word via their phones.
The organization has also started a Bible school. When a
Wordsower team visits villages, they invite pastors and believers to

Opposite Page Children
operate a clean water well
Above Left Dental
equipment at the
Wordsower International
program in Zwedru
Above Kim Smith with a
Wordsower staff member
Left MAF Liberia Country
Director and Pilot, Emil
Kundig
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Story MAF Photos Mercy Air & MAF

Opposite Top People
stranded on rooftops
Opposite Bottom The
Mercy Air helicopter
carries supplies
Right Top Emergency
rations are airdropped
to people cut off by
flooding
Right Middle Rice is
loaded onto the C208
for distribution
Right Bottom Loading
the MAF C208 and
helicopter slings with
emergency supplies

CYCLONE IDAI: MAF RESPONDS
MAF has been assisting with disaster relief flights in the wake of Cyclone
Idai. The powerful tropical cyclone hit the coastal city of Beira, Mozambique,
impacting millions of people in the area.

YOUR RESPONSE:

O

When disasters strike, every
minute counts.

n March 14th, Cyclone Idai
made landfall at Beira City in
Mozambique bringing high
winds and torrential rain into an
area that was already struggling with
flooding. The storm knocked out
communications in Beira as well as
damaged roadways and access points,
initially hindering response efforts on
the ground.
MAF carried out immediate initial
survey flights and was able to help Mercy
Air and the Mozambique government
disaster
response
management
agency deliver two loads totalling 1,400
kilograms of rice and flour from Caia to
Marromeu.
The survey flights revealed significant
damage to the EN6 roadway, with
entire sections washed out by flood
water, other areas still under water, and
bridges damaged or gone.
Rick Emenaker of MAF reported: “It
was a heartbreaking flight today as we
flew over many miles of flooded land
in the Buzi River basin. We saw many
people stranded on rooftops surrounded
by kilometers of water. It was difficult
to comprehend, and think about, that
probably many have perished. A number
of villages were completely buried in
the flood waters. The magnitude of this

disaster is hard to comprehend, and we
are glad we are able to be here to help.
Please keep the people of Mozambique
in prayer as they struggle [in this] difficult
situation that has no short-term end in
sight.”
As relief efforts continued, MAF
flights provided tents, hygiene kits,
family kits, (that include shelter items),
and other items from Chimoio to Beira
for use at Internally Displaced People
(IDP) camps.
Working in cooperation with Mercy
Air to conduct food delivery flights
using the helicopter, 17 food drops
were performed at various locations
that were not reachable by road, where
people had been stranded for days.
Another drop of 40 boxes of highenergy biscuits was made to the village
of Grudja. The helicopter also flew a
sling load of seven tents and buckets to
the IDP camp at Buzi and returned with
a patient, a pregnant woman needing
an emergency C-section.
With nearly 2 million people directly
affected in the aftermath of the cyclone,
MAF flights will continue to support the
work of the many organizations now on
the ground, assessing the damage and
helping those in desperate need. l

Disaster relief flights like
those taking place in
Mozambique right now
are made possible because
of the financial support of
friends like you.
Please consider a gift to our
Disaster Relief Fund today.
Use the attached
envelope to mail
your gift.
Call us toll-free:
1.877.351.9344.
Donate online at
mafc.org.
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WHERE MOST
NEEDED
That’s where you’ll find us.
We go where others can’t or won’t.
It’s also where you can make the
biggest difference in the lives of so
many. Consider giving a Where Most
Needed gift today and help keep us
Flying for Life.
Please give generously.

Photo Mark & Kelly Hewes

Scan this code with
your smart phone
to download a
digital copy of
Flying for Life.

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESS TO:
Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada
102-195 Hanlon Creek Blvd
Guelph, ON N1C 0A1
Your MAF ID number:

To learn more about MAF,
visit us at www.mafc.org.

@mafcanada
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