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or a place to call home where they can 
find refuge. As MAF staff and flights 
continue to be a lifeline for those in 
need, thanks to your generosity, we are 
being very careful to take the necessary 
measures to keep our staff, partners, 
and passengers safe.
 Here in Canada, many are struggling 
with sudden job loss and isolation. As 
we take the steps we need to for our 
own families, we can also keep others 
in mind and find ways to help. Whether 
it’s donating to a local food bank, 
dropping off a note to a neighbour, or 
connecting with a loved one by phone, 
it’s important that we are mindful of 
the ways that we can help others in our 
community.
 We often talk about the MAF family, 
and I want to remind you that you are 
a part of that family! As you pray for 
our staff and programs around the 
world, we would love to pray for you as 
well. You can reach out to us with your 
requests by email at prayer@mafc.org, 
or if you need someone to talk to, you 
can call us at 1-877-351-9344. We’re 
in this together, and by God’s mighty 
grace and power, He will bring us 
through this.

In the weeks since we have been 
putting together the final pieces 
for this edition of Flying for Life so 

much has changed – and I imagine 
that in the time it takes for this issue 
to reach you, much more will have 
changed as well. In the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, two weeks can 
seem like a year as things constantly 
shift and measures are taken in light of 
this virus and its impact on our lives.
 We know that this is a scary time 
for many – we are facing something 
that few of us in our lifetimes have 
ever experienced. It can be daunting 
to understand what is happening, but 
thankfully we serve a God that is not 
surprised by any of it. We know that 
although it can be hard to see from our 
earthly perspective, He is in control. 
In times of hardship, it is all the more 
important that we maintain our hope 
and lean into God’s love for us. As 
Psalm 46:1 reminds us, “God is our 
refuge and strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble.”
 Sadly, circumstances like these 
impact the most vulnerable among us, 
putting them at a further disadvantage. 
Around the world there are people 
without access to clean water and soap, 
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Visiting the work of the 
Nairobi Pentecostal Church as 
they reach out to the isolated 
people in Northern Kenya
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MAF pilot Phil Henderson 
(featured on page 4) shares 
a bit about what MAF in 
Chad is doing to provide 
relief in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak in that 
country.

To see his video, visit   
https://vimeo.com/
mafcanada/chad-covid-19

Leave a legacy of hope!

Generosity changes everything
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also facilitate anonymous donations.

Personal consultations are free, confidential and with no obligation. Connect with 
Abundance Canada today! 

Learn more at abundance.ca/mafcanada or call 1.800.772.3257 
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In January, MAF Chad was 
approached by The Sahara 

Conservation Fund (SCF) to participate 
in a mission to track and capture some 
of the endangered dama gazelles, and 
move them to a reserve, so they can 
breed safely. Pilot Phil Henderson took 
the Cessna 182 and spent two days 
at a makeshift camp in the desert in 
western Chad, as part of a team who 
worked tirelessly over several days to 
achieve a remarkable goal.

“The dama gazelle is a symbol of 
beauty and elegance in Chad, and even 
elsewhere. Particularly vulnerable to 
poaching since the use of automatic 
weapons and vehicles has increased 
in the Sahara and Sahel, it is extremely 
rare to observe the species directly in 
the wild. The dama gazelle is one of 
the planet’s most endangered species, 
with less than 100 animals still living in 
the wild in four highly dispersed and 
isolated populations in Chad and Niger. 

Pilot Phil Henderson spends two days at a makeshift camp in 
western Chad, as part of a team who worked tirelessly over several 
days to achieve a remarkable goal.

A significant amount of our flying in Chad is in support of missionaries 
living in remote locations, many of which do not have reliable 

transport links. We recently partnered with an organisation looking to 
expand their work to a town with a disused airstrip, to see whether it 
could be rehabilitated, thereby increasing the potential for a team to 
move there. The mission leader explains the impact on their ministry of 
reopening the airstrip.
 “For over four years now, our missionary organisation has been trying 
to engage an unreached people group located in eastern Chad. A small 
initial team based in a city in the east helped us get our foot in the door, 
but we realized that the city was too cosmopolitan and it was difficult 
to focus evangelistic and church planting efforts on this specific people 
group.  We began to pray that God would open up a door for a ministry 
team to start in a town where this people group lived.  
 “This past year, God clearly opened that door for us to work in just such 
a town, located on a sandy road that crosses two major “wadis” (seasonal 
rivers). Though we rejoiced at the open door, the arrival of rainy season 
brought a big question mark to the future of this ministry team – how can 
we recruit for and sustain a team that is located in an area that gets cut 
off during the long stretch of rains? The two large wadis fill with water, 
meaning that travel out by road is practically impossible. How would a 
family with children feel about coming to live in a remote location where 
healthcare is limited, and the possibility exists of being cut off from 
medical help in the case of an emergency? 
 “God answered those questions when we found out that there was an 
old airstrip on the outskirts of the town – though it hadn’t been used for 
years, it was nonetheless there. MAF Chad was eager and willing to help 
us explore re-opening this airstrip. The pastor of the small local church 
went to work clearing the rocks, bushes, and small trees that had taken 
over the strip and in early January, pilot Phil Henderson graciously 
deviated a flight to check out the strip and was even able to land – the 
airstrip is now open!  
 So what does this airstrip and MAF Chad mean to us and our ministry 
team in that town? It means we can recruit and place people with 
confidence in this remote location – knowing that if there was any kind 
of emergency, we would have the option and ability to get our people out 
quickly. It means we can move forward with this ministry team and the 
goal of sharing the gospel to those who have never heard and by God’s 
grace see an indigenous church birthed amongst this people group.” l

Re-opening an 
Airstrip in Chad!
story Katie Machell  photo Phil Henderson

STORY KATIE MACHELL  PHOTOS PHIL HENDERSON

SCF monitors these tiny remaining 
populations and leads the efforts to 
secure them across both countries,” 
shares The Sahara Conservation Fund 
in their materials.
 Over the past few years, the gazelles’ 
habitat has been increasingly occupied 
by humans, bringing with them 
livestock who use the land for grazing, 
and pushing the wildlife further 
towards the margins of the available 
space. Poaching is also a threat. As 

a result, the population has been 
dwindling and the possibility of the 
total loss of the species has increased. 
 Using aircraft to cover the extensive 
area where the gazelles were thought 
to be, the team successfully tracked 
and tranquilized four of them, and 
transported them to ‘Base Camp Oryx’, 
a secure area where they can breed, 
and their valuable genetic material can 
be used to ensure the longevity of the 
species. One of the animals, which had 
been named Becki after the MAF Chad 
Pilot and Ops Manager, was flown by 
Phil in the 182; an exciting event for 
him as prior to that the only live cargo 
he had ever carried were two small 
rabbits. The gazelle was accompanied 
on the journey by a vet, and helpfully 
had some hosepipe fixed on its horns 
to avoid damage to the upholstery.
 Phil commented afterwards that 
“Everyone was very happy to have the 
gazelles in their recovery enclosure, 
looking healthy.”  John Newby, Senior 
Adviser at SCF, added “It was great 
working with MAF and we hope to do 
so again.” l
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Top The 182 tied 
down at the camp
Left MAF pilot Phil 
Henderson flies 
‘Becki’ the gazelle 
and her vet caregiver
Right A view of the 
makeshift camp 
from the sky



One of the best places to get to know 
someone is around their kitchen 

table, and that’s where I first got the 
chance to meet Harry and Nancy Pauls. 
Nestled on their farm property on a 
quiet highway in Manitoba, it’s hard to 
miss the Canadian flag flapping on the 
back of their ‘Plane Vane’ weathervane 
perched in the snowy prairie field.
 I am visiting them with Ed Voth, 
MAF’s Donor Relations Officer in 
Manitoba. As soon as we are inside 
with a hot cup of coffee they settle 
into a familiar conversation. There is 
a volley of names across the table as 
they catch up on shared friends and 
acquaintances. It is clear that this is a 
tight knit community where people are 
known and appreciated.
 For the past seven years Harry and 
Nancy have hosted a fly-in breakfast 
at their hangar, located beside the 
grass airstrip at their home in La 
Rivière. Serving up eggs and waffles 
– with white sauce of course - they 
provide a great place for their local 
community to gather, and in doing 

so, they are helping communities a 
world away. Donations of any amount 
are accepted at the fly-in, which Harry 
and Nancy then send on to MAF in 
order to provide flights that help people 
in isolated communities around the 
world.
 As we chat around the table, Harry 
and Nancy share a little bit about 
what brought them to this point. 
Harry remembers hearing about MAF 
as a young child at the boys’ club 
he attended. Later in life, he worked 
hard to earn his pilot’s licence. Nancy 
remembers praying for him during the 
lessons and, after he earned his licence, 
loading their young family into the 
1954 Piper Tri Pacer – three kids in the 
back and a baby on her knee - as they 
took to the skies for another adventure.
With the plane literally steps from the 
front door, they attended fly-ins as 
often as they could “just because you 
can do it,” Harry smiles. Fly-ins are a 
staple of Canadian aviation culture, 
especially in rural areas where there is 
lots of space to host the people and the 

Top People line the 
runway waiting to 
see the next take off
Middle The one-of-
a-kind ‘plane-vane’ 
weathervane on the 
Pauls’ airstrip
Bottom Left Kids 
enjoy playing with 
their own balsa 
airplanes over 
breakfast
Bottom Right 
Planes lined up 
along the grass 
airstrip 

story Beth Round 
photos Jamie Fleming and Rebecca Pauls
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Main Chad, 2019 (Phil Henderson)
Top Left Stuart King, President 
Emeritus, MAF UK 
Bottom Stuart King with the Miles 
Gemini aircraft in 1947 

planes that frequent them. 
 Hosted by anyone from individuals 
to flight clubs to groups that just want 
to get together, people fly their planes 
in from all around to enjoy some food, 
check out the different airplanes that 
come and go, and meet new people. 
On the long summer nights when the 
sunlight lingers in the Manitoba sky 
until almost 11:00pm, there are plenty 
of fly-in events to enjoy.
 “We’d fly out and have breakfast at 
someone’s airstrip at 7:30am and be 
back in time for church. You meet a lot 
of the same people and start to get to 
know them,” Harry shares. 
 After attending a fly-in breakfast in 
Steinbach, Harry and Nancy thought 
“we can do that for MAF!” and the Pauls’ 
Family Fly-In began. That first year, 
without much advertising other than 
hanging a few posters, they had about 
40 people attend. It was a great event 
that people enjoyed so they decided to 
host it again the next year.
Seven years later, the crowds have 
continued to grow and the Pauls’ fly-
in now serves over 200 people. It has 
become a true family and community 
event as people are drawn to the 
planes, the food, and of course the 
Pauls’ hospitality. 
 Coordinating a fly-in of this size 
takes a lot of organization and is 
truly a team effort. Nancy has it all 
mapped out, with lists of what they 
need and when they need it. Harry 
mows and maintains the airstrip. Their 
neighbours donate the eggs – 26 dozen 
last year alone – and they receive other 
donations of food and coffee. Local 
pilot and journalist Ron Bamford flies 
in with his Cherokee Warrior and does 
a write up for the local newspaper.
 On the day itself, it takes about 20 
people to run the fly-in, so members 
of their family come in from out of 

town to help direct the parking, cook 
waffles and brew coffee – lots of coffee! 
“It blows us away that our family still 
wants to do this year after year,” Nancy 
beams.
 Each year they collect donations, and 
more recently have started including 
a silent auction with all money raised 
going towards MAF flights. For each 
fly-in, Nancy sews a stunning quilt 
that goes up for auction as well – a true 
treasure for the person that gets to take 
it home.
 “People are generous. They want 
to help. It just humbles me every 
time,” shares Nancy, reflecting on the 
generosity of those that attend and 
help run the event. 
 As we look at the newspapers that 
have featured the fly-in over the past 
seven years sprawled across the dining 
room table, they show so many things: 
smiling faces, families enjoying the 
summer days, lots of good food, and 
great memories. While everyone 
comes for a different reason, it’s clear 
that what keeps them coming back is 
the connection to community that the 
Pauls provide. 
 They are looking forward to hosting 
their 8th annual fly in just a few 
months – and this year we hope it will 
be the first time that an MAF Quest 
Kodiak will get to touch down at the 
Pauls’ airstrip and experience the true 
Pauls’ Family Fly-In welcome!
 As we finish our time around their 
kitchen table, it’s easy to see how 
the love that Harry and Nancy pour 
into the community around them 
has moved beyond the doors of their 
hangar in La Rivière to the greater 
world beyond. How incredible to think 
that a single decision that they made 
seven years ago is having a lasting 
impact on the lives of people in need 
around the world! l

Above Harry and 
Nancy Pauls
Bottom An aerial 
view on the morning 
of the fly-in



out to investigate. While there I met 
Jeff Plett from MAF who was managing 
the training centre at the time and he 
told me about MAF. 
 A year or so later he flew to Manitoba 
to give a group of kids at camp a ride 
in an aircraft and he asked me to assist 
with the project. At the end of the day 
he signed me up to volunteer with MAF 
as an MAF Advocate.

What about your passion for aviation 
and model airplanes? Tell us a bit 
about that!
I have been interested in aviation 
ever since I grew up on the farm at 
Boissevain, Manitoba. I think I got the 
bug from my brother, Rudy, who had 
the bug worse than I did! He went on 
to obtain his private pilot’s licence, 
whereas I never did. However, I was 
always photographing aircraft, hanging 
around airports, and whenever I found 
someone who had an aircraft and was 
willing to give me a ride I would take 
them up on their offer and enjoy it 
immensely.
 Later I met some people who were 
flying radio control aircraft and they 
agreed to teach me to fly those. So I 
bought one and have been enjoying 
the hobby ever since. I have gotten to 
know many great people in this hobby, 
no different than meeting people in 
any other walk of life.
 I am now teaching my grandson 
John to fly radio control aircraft and we 
are enjoying our time together. Soon 
I hope to teach Andrew, my youngest 
grandson, as well.  

How do you feel about serving with 
MAF in your position?
I thank God for this wonderful 
opportunity to serve Him in this area 
of my interest. He has blessed me so 
much as I serve in this way.
 I am amazed how God leads us in 
areas we are interested in, like aviation 
to serve Him in His kingdom, for His 
glory. Oh what a Savior. Not only did 
He send His son to pay the penalty we 
could not pay but He is interested in 
every area of our life to serve Him. l

What do you do in your role as Donor 
Relations Officer?
I get to thank our donors for partnering 
with us! They are the people that keep 
our planes in the air - prayer and 
financial support is always needed to 
carry on the ministry of MAF.
 I also get to promote the awareness 
of MAF by attending functions and 
events like Missionfest Manitoba, local 
Flying Club Fly-ins, church services, 
and new initiatives like the MAF 
Business clubs. 

What do you enjoy most about your 
role at MAF?
I really enjoy the opportunity to meet 
new people regardless of their role in 
life, as well as attending events like 
Missionfest Manitoba, which is always 
a highlight for meeting people and 
learning from the plenary speakers as 
well. Meeting new and old friends from 
across the province is a great blessing.

Why is it so important to have people 
who pray for and financially support 
MAF’s ministry?
The support of our partners at all levels 

makes all the difference because as 
donors support the work by giving and 
praying, it moves the heart of God and 
allows us to carry out everything we do. 
 Without our wonderful donors and 
prayer warriors MAF’s work simply 
would not happen. God has a mission 
for all of us and He wants us to do what 
He calls us to. We need to rely on God 
to raise up supporters and funds or this 
work can not carry on.
 Because our call to this mission is in 
the field of aviation, we need people 
to keep praying for the safety of our 
flights which so many people around 
the world rely on for food, water, 
medication, and flights to hospitals 
that would otherwise be so many hours 
away on foot. Our supporters make the 
difference for people around the world 
every day in so many ways, and we are 
so thankful for that!

How did you first hear about MAF?
I first heard about MAF when our 
daughter went to Prairie College in 
Three Hills, Alberta. I found out there 
was an airport just outside of town and 
my interest in aviation led me to drive 
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Are you in the Manitoba area 
and want to connect with Ed 
to learn more about partnering 
with MAF? You can contact 
him by email at evoth@mafc.
org. To find out more about 
becoming an MAF Advocate 
visit us at mafc.org/volunteer.

Flying for Life 
sits down 
with Ed Voth, 
MAF Donor 
Relations 
Officer in 
Manitoba, to 
learn more 
about how he 
connects with 
donors across 
the province 
and what 
their ongoing 
support means 
to MAF.

Excitement was in the air as people arrived for the dedication of the 
new advanced flight simulator in Mareeba, Australia, in memory of 

Larry Heintz, who made such an impact in aviation safety within MAF 
and beyond. Larry was sadly diagnosed with a brain tumour in 2015, and 
passed away in 2018. 
 Jane Heintz, Larry’s widow (below right) represented the family at the 
ceremony. Jane shared, “It is an honour to represent my husband Larry. 
I feel the simulator would have made Larry very happy”. She went on to 
say that, “Larry loved to visit Australia with MAF. His passion was safety, 
so the fact that the simulator will assist in ensuring that new pilots will be 
trained in safety standards, as well as the renewal of MAF pilot skills made 
this the perfect project to fund in his memory”. 

Funding for the simulator was donated as a legacy to MAF by Larry’s aunt 
Eva Shaver.  Jane explains, “Aunt Eva was not a wealthy lady but she left 
the bulk of her estate to MAF.  She was an incredibly generous lady who 
financially supported us throughout our time with MAF”.  
 Larry served with MAF for over 28 years, significantly contributing to 
the culture of safety awareness within the organization and beyond. In 
2015, Larry was recognised by the United Nations with the Humanitarian 
Aviation Recognition Award for his outstanding contribution towards 
humanitarian aviation activities, promoting aviation safety throughout 
humanitarian air operations. 
 At the dedication, Andy Little, Head of Training at the Mareeba Flight 
Training Centre, explained the advantages of the new simulator, and 
why the Flight Training Centre (FTC) at Mareeba are so excited to have 
this new piece of equipment. He shared that because it is a three-in-one 
simulator, the cockpit can be set up to simulate three different aircraft, 
including a multi engine layout. New pilots can use the SIM for practicing 
visual flying, such as take-off and landing, including flying in difficult 
weather conditions. With its dual controls, students are able to watch the 
instructor react in a scenario and then copy them. Overall, the simulator 
will improve training standardization in teaching MAF’s way of flying, 
and training in a simulator is far more cost effective.
 MAF is incredibly grateful to Larry and Jane for their contribution 
over many years. The Mareeba simulator is a testament to Larry and Eva 
Shaver’s dedication to MAF’s mission of serving the world’s most isolated 
people. l

Dedication of the 
RedBird 
Simulator
story and photos Katherine Williams
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From Steinbach
            to the World

In the prairie fields of Steinbach, Manitoba, Harv’s Air Service 
has been training pilots for 47 years - and counting. A true 
family business, three generations of the Penner family now 
work at the flight school providing excellent training and care 
to their students. Over the years, many MAF pilots have had 
their start here, under the experienced instruction of Harv and 
the team.

STORY AND PHOTOS BETH ROUND

It’s a typical day at Harv’s Air Service 
– the airport property is dotted with 

aircraft: some ready for take off, others 
patiently enduring the pre-flight 
checklist, while others are warming 
under engine covers on the cold, but 
clear, winter afternoon as students 
and instructors busily move about, 
preparing for their flights. Since it’s 
near lunch time, there are also a few 
cars pulled over on the quiet road 
nearby, onlookers craning their necks 
skyward to watch the planes and their 
pilots take advantage of the inviting 
prairie sky.
 A fixture of Steinbach, Manitoba, 
Harv’s Air Service has been in the 
business of training pilots since 1973. 
As we enter the front office, there is a 
hub of activity as students come and 

go. In a smaller training room, we meet 
Harv and Adam Penner – Harv and his 
wife Bettie began the school and, along 
with his family and staff, continue to 
provide excellent training and care to 
the students that come through their 
doors and out into the skies.
 Harv is at once warm and precise 
– qualities I can imagine have been 
instrumental in guiding a successful 
and complex business over the last 
47 years. When we talk about his start 
into the industry, he shares that in the 
late 1960s, when his career in aviation 
was beginning, there weren’t a lot of 
opportunities in the airlines for pilots 
with little experience. That’s when he 
decided to try instructing to fill the gap. 
“I chose to get an instructor rating and 
enjoyed that, so this was my first two 

years of commercial flying experience.  
Then, when we were between jobs, we 
landed in Steinbach which is our home 
area and it became apparent that there 
was a demand or need for a full time 
flight school. After we bought property 
and land in spring of ’73, it seemed 
like a good fit and it kind of grew from 
there,” he shares.
 Today, Harv’s commute into work is 
thirty seconds by bicycle and “longer 
if I walk,” he smiles. With their home 
just a few steps from the airstrip, it’s 
clear that their life has been cultivated 
on this prairie field, and has continued 
to grow in amazing ways through the 
years, thanks to the Penner family’s 
dedication. 
 “Of course owning this type of a 
business does not allow you to just 

The Piper Warrior 
taxing on the 
runway



pack up and leave and we just never 
made the effort or attempt,” he reflects. 
Over the years, they have found a 
way to balance the ‘reality of business 
and the romance of flying’ as Harv 
describes it, to create a school that 
provides well-rounded training to 
their students. An operation of this 
size clearly requires a team of staff, and 
at Harv’s Air, the core of that team is 
family – literally. 
 “I grew up on an airport like kids 
grow up on a farm,” his son Adam 
shares. What may have begun with 
‘chores’ like cleaning the airplanes, 
fueling, and answering the phones, 
quickly developed into a passion as 
he followed his father into the family 
business. A pilot himself, Adam jokes 
that he “worked his way UP - no pun 
intended,” over the years. Now Adam 
works training the students, helping 
to run the business and focusing on 
their digital presence as the school 
approaches its fifth decade of service.
 This is my first time meeting Bettie, 
and she unhesitatingly throws her 
arms wide to welcome me with a hug. 
While on paper she might be identified 
as the office administrator, I am told   
she’s also an encourager, counsellor, 
and mother-figure to more than just 
those in her family. Holding a private 
pilot’s licence herself, although it hasn’t 
been current in a while, she shares 
that having gone through the training 
experience has helped her know and 
understand what the students are 
going through, and so she is better able 
to support them through the ups and 
downs of their training journey.
 Full of energy, she shares that in fact 
she is about 75% retired. In recent years 
she has been passing down some of 
the office duties to her granddaughter, 
Meghan. It’s clear that spending time 
together is a cherished benefit of this 
gradual retirement process – and 
I’m happily sceptical as to whether it 
will ever truly reach 100%. “I’ve had a 
wonderful career being at the airport,” 
she beams.
 They share that their son Greg is the 
grounded one, something you’d want 
in your Chief Financial Officer. Their 
son Luke is the Chief Flight Instructor 
and an expert in aerobatics and upset 
training, something that they offer 
in their Citabria or Extra 300. Harv’s 
grandson Dylan is following in the 
family footsteps as he pursues his 
licence and works as a linesman at the 
flight school.
 When I ask what it’s like to work 
with so much family for so many 
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years, they share that it’s their ‘normal’. 
“Who better to work out issues with 
than your family. Most instructors stay 
around for 1-2 years, and you get to 
invest in them during that time, but for 
them it’s a stepping stone to something 
else. Family has a longevity. What are 
we going to leave behind other than 
our family?” Harv states.
 “The added bonus of working with 
family is that you get to constantly 
work at relationships” Bettie shares. 
There is a remarkable progression 
of integrating the generations, and 
passing on the legacy of what has 
come before at the flight school.
 It’s this family atmosphere, and a 
drive for excellence and fairness that 
keeps students coming, and referring 
others, year after year. In addition to 
being the destination for flight training 
in southern Manitoba, they have also 
built a 30 year relationship with nearby 
Providence College, allowing students 
to combine their college courses with 
their flight training as well.
 At Harv’s they clearly care about 
what they’re doing today and how 
it will change what their students 
will do tomorrow. Harv is excited for 
their future, “There are tremendous 
opportunities for pilots these days,” he 
shares.
 Their reputation as a quality flight 
school spans the globe, and more than 
45% of their students are international. 
From countries like Iceland, Malaysia, 
Germany, Taiwan, India, Korea and 
France, to name just a few, students 
from around the world come to pursue 
their training at Harv’s Air.
 With the number of international 
students that come each year, the 
Penner family experiences the world 
while still at home, “It’s kind of like a 
lazy man’s travel – the world comes to 
you!” Harv grins. 
 That’s not to say that they haven’t 
done some travelling themselves. A 
few years ago, they were able to go to 
Kenya where they visited two former 
students who are now MAF pilots, Ryan 
Unger and Daniel Loewen-Rudgers. 
They even had the opportunity to join 
Daniel on one of his flights! (To hear 
more about what Daniel’s up to with 
MAF, check out the next story!)
 “It was so special to see him in his 
element – there are some pilots that are 
just so right for a career as missionary 
pilots, and it’s great to see them 
achieve that,” Harv continues, “We’ve 
appreciated the MAF connection. It’s 
great to hold some of the pieces that 
help the pilots get out there and serve 

the way they do.” The feeling is mutual 
for those pilots that have benefitted 
from training at Harv’s over the years.
 Daniel was a student at Providence 
and did his flight training with 
Harv’s Air and worked there as a 
flight instructor before beginning his 
career with MAF. Thinking about his 
relationship with the school and the 
Penner family he shares, “It sent me on 
my way as a pilot. I learned the value 
of hard work; I logged 1,700 hours of 
instructing time in 2 years. It was a 
good foundation in the basics which I 
still rely on to this day.  
 “My years at Harv’s were some of the 
most fun and exciting I have had.  I 
had amazing friends in my aviation 
class and to this day we stay in touch.  I 
got to know Harv and the family quite 
well over the years…I love to go and 
visit and [they] have always supported 
us in our ministry.  Harv is an honest, 
hard working man with a kind heart…

he is also a dedicated pilot who expects 
a high standard.  I learned a lot in my 
early years as a pilot at Harv’s.”
 Ryan, who has served with MAF 
in Kenya, South Sudan, and now 
Madagascar shares about what it was 
like taking the tests with Harv, “Even 
then it was evident the flight was so 
much more than just a pass/fail event.  
Harv was much more interested in 
using it as an opportunity for the pilot 
to learn and grow their skills.”
 Greg Dole, who currently serves 
with MAF in Indonesia flying an 
amphibious Caravan, reflects on 
his time studying at Harv’s for his 
instructor rating: “Our time there had 
a very large impact on my ability to fill 
the role of PIC [Pilot in Command].  I 
will always remember a saying from 
Harv ‘The most important flight hours 
are not the “x” number of hours in your 
logbook, it’s the next hour you fly’. This 
helped to not take the next flight for 

Top MAF Pilot Greg 
Dole at Harv’s Air 
Service
Bottom Aircraft 
from the fleet being 
well maintained and 
inspected
Opposite Top  
Meghan, Bettie, 
Greg, Harv and 
Adam Penner (L-R)
Opposite Bottom 
MAF Pilot Daniel 
with Harv in the 
Super Cub
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granted because of all your experience 
and get complacent in you next flight, 
but also remind you that you can still 
make the next flight the best flight even 
if you don’t have a lot of hours leading 
up to it. I always look forward to our 
visits when we pass through Steinbach.  
Much wisdom and insight into aviation 
and life can be found spending time 
with the Penner family,” he shares.
 Bettie shares about the joy it is to see 
these pilots come back over the years. 
“They often start with us as single 
people, and then later on they get 
married and have growing families. It’s 
so nice when they stop by on furlough 

and we get to see where they are,” she 
beams.
 We’ve clearly been sitting in an 
office for too long now, so it’s time to 
get out and see the airport in action. 
As we cross the apron and enter one 
of the hangars, I quickly realize that 
this is where Harv lives. He lights 
up as he talks about the aircraft and 
the experiences he’s had finding, 
maintaining, and flying them. 
 At 25,650 flight hours, (and 
counting!), he has spent a lot of his 
time out here. His log book reads like 
a chronicle of all the years he’s been 
blessed with doing what he loves, “It’s 

like a journal. If someone says, ‘hey 
remember that time we flew together’, I 
can look back and remember,” he says.
 Certainly there are a lot of memories, 
more than we could ever cover in 
an afternoon visit, and still many to 
come. Harv’s Air holds such a legacy, 
not only for their family, but also their 
community and beyond. The countless 
hours of training they have invested in 
their students helps them be the best 
pilots they can be whether it’s for their 
personal indulgence on the weekends, 
flying commercially with the airlines, 
or in overseas missions. l

Harv’s Air graduates currently serving with MAF (from left 
to right) Ryan Unger with Kristen (spouse) and children, 
Caleb, Joel, and Renée, Daniel Loewen-Rudgers with 
Damaris (spouse) and children, Joshua, and Aliza, and 
Greg Dole with Julie (spouse) and children, Franklin, 
Isaac, and Jaclynn.
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story and photos Jenny Davies

MAF Communications Officer Jenny Davies 
reports on the success of a Nairobi Pentecostal 
church’s mission to reach out to isolated people 
in arid, northern Kenya

We take off into brilliant sunshine 
behind planes bound for the 

Maasai Mara. MAF Pilot Daniel 
Loewen-Rudgers tells me our journey 
will take us to an area to which few 
Kenyans – let alone tourists – ever 
venture.  
 Tidy streets give way to a patchwork 
of fields followed by a rolling expanse 
of dusty yellow earth. Ninety minutes 
later, distinctive round dwellings and 
circular bomas (homesteads) come into 
view as we approach the town of Kargi 
in Marsabit County. 
 Tin roofs of more modern structures 
suggest a changing way of life for the 
nomadic Rendille pastoralists who live 
here. 
 Less than a mile from the airstrip, 
one of the largest roofs indicates our 
destination – the church. A service is 
already in progress with those inside 
eagerly awaiting the cargo we’ve 
brought: A celebration cake! 

Uniting a divided house
Christ is The Answer Ministries 
(CITAM) has missionaries based in 
Marsabit county. Many have travelled 
from other mission stations to attend 
this event, which marks the final stop 

on a week-long tour by members of the 
Nairobi church. 
 Several of them flew to Kargi 
days before with MAF. The name 
Kargi means, ‘a place of honey’ but 
relationships weren’t always ‘sweet’ in 
this town of 2,064 households.
 CITAM’s Pius Cokumu shares how 
the Kargi church started. “This is our 
eleventh year, but when we first arrived 
there was a lot of opposition from the 
community.
 “There was clan conflict,” Pius 
admits, “so we had to build two 
churches! People were saying, ‘this is 
the boundary’,” he says, drawing an 
invisible line with his hand. “‘They 
worship here. We worship the other 
side.’” 
 The church grew as Rendille from 
both clans responded to the Gospel. 
Yet still they refused to set foot on one 
another’s land. 
 “Slowly we taught them the Gospel of 
peace and unity,” Pius continues. “Now 
we’re ready to worship together. We are 
happy at what God is doing.”

Jesus culture
The new church building is light and 
airy with cream walls and orderly rows 

of plastic chairs. Simple decorations 
pick out the black, red and green of the 
Kenyan flag. 
 “One of things you notice about 
our Kenyan society is that we have a 
beautiful culture,” says Senior Pastor 
Dr. David Oginde. “We have wonderful 
traditions, great ideas. These are things 
we should not leave behind!”
 “But I want to tell you also that some 
aspects of our culture are very bad. 
Some of our traditional practises are 
contrary to God’s Word. Many of us 
moved away from those bad things 
when we came to Jesus.”

New wineskins
Age and honour are etched into the 
intricate lines of stunning beadwork 
worn by the older Rendille women. 
 Younger women with babes in arms 
are likewise adorned, while grey-
haired elders wearing colourful shukas 
(cloth wraps) carry brightly painted 
ceremonial staffs. Later, many staffs 
– gifts for the CITAM leaders – will be 
loaded onto the MAF plane. 
 This mission is first and foremost a 
partnership of Kenyans in the body of 
Christ. 
 The CITAM cake flown in by MAF 

Opposite Page 
Arriving in Marsabit 
County
Top Prayers 
are offered in 
celebration and 
thanksgiving
Middle Enjoying the 
celebration cake!
Bottom Two MAF 
aircraft ready to 
bring the CITAM 
team home

A place
  of honey

gets a round of applause as it is 
presented, cut and shared around. 
There has been worship throughout 
the service but, in the final minutes, it 
is the ladies who find their voices. 
 “When they sing, in their own 
language it is a true expression of who 
they are,” explains Philemon, another 
CITAM church member. “When they 
praise in their own tongue, they feel 
the Holy Spirit more!”

A mandate for MAF
Some of the younger CITAM members 
will make the long return journey by 
road. After an overnight stop, they will 
arrive home late tomorrow evening. 
 Two MAF aircraft are ready to fly the 
rest of the CITAM visitors back home, 
after a busy week, in just an hour and a 
half.  I share with one passenger, Paul 
Kamanbugwa, how much the pilots 
love flying for mission.
 “Well, of course, that’s your mandate 
– to fly to remote places and help 
people, especially Christians. You 
people are doing a good job. We are 
very happy with the services of MAF!” 
Paul reflects. l
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Top Getting the 
door into place is no 
small feat
Bottom All the 
way from Winkler, 
Manitoba, the 
Diamond Doors 
team in Haiti ready 
to serve

One of the people that regularly 
attends the Winkler MAF Business 

Club is Jim Suderman, from Diamond 
Doors. This family-owned business 
has provided industrial bi-fold doors 
of the highest quality for the last 20 
years. Started by Jim’s father, Dick, a 
commercial pilot and aerial applicator 
who began making custom bi-fold 
doors in the mid ‘80s, Diamond Doors 
has steadily grown as a family business 
to lead their industry.
 This past year, they had the idea to 
help MAF and wondered if their doors 
could be used in one of the overseas 
programs that might be in need of their 
custom product.
 “Jim contacted me to ask a 
seemingly simple question: ‘Do you 
folks at MAF Canada ever require 
hangar doors?’” shares Alex Henderson, 
VP of Development at MAF Canada, 
“Within the next year plans were in 
place, drawings completed, and a 
container loaded with the components 
for the hangar doors and other 
donated gifts made its way to Port-Au-
Prince, Haiti where the beautiful and 

extremely high quality product could 
make a big difference! Because of the 
kindness and interest from Jim and the 
Diamond Doors team, they are making 
a huge difference via their business.”  
 Donating custom doors is no small 
feat; the Diamond Doors team received 
the necessary specs from the MAF 
team in Haiti, and then drew up the 
plans and started the fabrication of the 
components of the doors - all of which 
could be done at their shop in Canada. 
The installation, however, needed to 
be done at the hangar in Haiti. The 
Diamond Doors staff decided to not 
only donate the doors, but also their 
team’s time and effort to travel and 
install them!
 The MAF team in Haiti is so thankful 
for these doors, “It has been a super 
blessing to have Jim and his crew 
from Diamond Doors here. It is going 
to be a great addition to the facility 
here.” With the heat and often extreme 
weather that Haiti experiences, having 
the hangar fully enclosed will be a great 
advantage for the aircraft and our staff 
serving the people there! l

In the offices of Southern Potato in 
Winkler, Manitoba a group of people 

from other local businesses fill the 
downstairs boardroom. There are 
smiles and handshakes as they connect 
in the middle of a busy workday. 
Each one has taken time out of their 
day to meet over lunch; they may be 
discussing strategy and upcoming 
decisions, but it’s not related to their 
businesses, but rather to MAF, an 
organization that they are all interested 
in seeing succeed.
 “We know bills are high. We know 
that we can help them do things like 
buy gas so that they can accomplish 
their mission,” one person shares 
during the round table discussion. 
There is a core group that has come 

together to give of their time and 
resources: Chris from Precision Land 
Solutions, Arty’s Air Service, Neil from 
Impel Transport, Jim from Diamond 
Doors, and our hosts today, Southern 
Potato.
 Their dedication and support makes 
a big difference for people in remote 
communities that they may never 
meet in person. Each of the businesses 
represented has generously helped 
to provide flights for people in need 
in Angola. As they gather today, pilot 
Melvin Peters shares via video how 
their involvement with MAF is making 
an incredible difference, saving lives 
and making life better in the African 
country. 
 “The Winkler MAF Business Club 

Making A Difference
Through MAF’s Business Club

group has been particularly dedicated 
in their support of MAF as they meet 
regularly and give of their resources,” 
shared Ed Voth, MAF Donor Relations 
Officer in Manitoba. “They are a great 
encouragement to our front line people 
who see and use the resources that are 
being provided. This group has been 
a blessing to those of us on staff with 
MAF and to the many end users in the 
field, and of course to the people in the 
far reaches of the world who rely on us 
for the work we all do collectively.”
 Through the generosity and 
commitment of these people, making 
a difference through their businesses, 
a lasting impact is being made in 
countries like Haiti and Angola! l

The Purpose
The MAF Business Club is an opportunity 
for local business leaders and 
community influencers across Canada 
to help change the lives of isolated and 
vulnerable people throughout the world 
through MAF and our partner network by 
fundraising and providing direct support 
of projects and programs.

After local chapters are established, 
quarterly meetings will be held at local 
leaders’ places of business. These 
informal meetings provide information 
and updates on MAF ministry needs 
around the world, and how the financial 
contributions of each MAF Business Club 
are making a difference.

MAF provides life-changing flights in 
some of the world’s most isolated places; 
where flying is a life-line, not a luxury. 

MAF Business Club chapters will help 
make additional flights like these possible 
through financial support for a specific 
project or ongoing program needs.

The Plan The Project

About the MAF Canada Business Club

Interested in starting a local 
MAF Business Club chapter?

Contact Alex Henderson toll-free at 
1.877.351.9344 or by email ahenderson@mafc.org

story Beth Round 
photos Jim Suderman and David Carwell

story and photos Beth Round
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WHERE MOST 
NEEDED
That’s where you’ll find us.

We go where others can’t or won’t. 

It’s also where you can make the 
biggest difference in the lives of so 
many. Consider giving a Where Most 
Needed gift today and help keep us 
Flying for Life. 

Please give generously.
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