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MAF begins Covid-19
vaccination flights in
Lesotho and Indonesia

07

The remnants of
war: De-mining
in Chad

CEO CORNER

Brad Bell
President & CEO
MAF Canada

A

s we pass the one-year mark since
the beginning of the pandemic,
Spring is arriving in our part of the
world and it has brought with it new
life. I can’t help but feel hopeful for what
this year holds. We’ve encountered
so many blessings throughout these
challenges and have seen God’s hand
at work. We have hope with vaccine
distribution and the promise of things
returning to a new normal in Canada,
we’ve been encouraged by continued
generosity from our donors, and our
staff overseas have remained steadfast
and continue to be; serving those near
them with passion and commitment.
God has placed us well to reach the
isolated. When a MAF plane comes, like
Spring, it brings hope.
The variety of ways in which MAF
serves continues to inspire me. We
show God’s love to so many, in a
variety of ways, and that makes
us unique. We deliver physical
assistance and life-saving support
by providing medical evacuations,
food delivery, clinic supplies and staff
and vaccine transport. But what we
do surpasses more than just physical
need. By transporting spiritual lifesaving services, such as pastors, Bible
translators, missionaries and serving
some of the least of these - by reuniting
families or building schools - it allows
us to enable those who are acting as
Jesus’ hands and feet in this world.

In this exciting new series, we put
focus on the many women serving
with MAF around the world. With
jobs in community development,
education, and technical aviation,
women hold some of the most
interconnected roles in missions.

The vast scope of ways in which MAF
serves sets us apart. We have technical
staff working in aviation, operations
and management. And we have
teachers, community workers and
mothers, creating legacies of impact
in those they reach with education,
sustainable skills and care. Working
together, we are reaching His children,
wherever we are.
Our partners on the ground and
across the globe, give purpose to what
we do and we are so blessed to be
joined in work and ministry with them.
We really do work together as part of
the body of Christ, and you, here in
Canada, are a part of that as well. With
every flight we provide, with every
medical evacuation or Bible delivered,
the impact that it creates is possible
because of you, and your kindness and
generosity.
Throughout the pandemic, needs
around the world didn’t change, and
in many instances they grew. But
we remained. You supported. We all
persevered. And because of that lives
were saved. Not only are we able to
deliver vaccinations as an antidote for
disease, we deliver hope, passion, and
God’s love as an antidote for isolation.

Join us at 5PM (PST) or 7PM (EST)
on May 13, June 17, and July 15.
To sign up for our first virtual
event, go to mafc.org/events

Leave a legacy of hope!
Whether you’re sending a simple gift, or a more complex gift such as stocks, bonds,
mutual funds, gifts of insurance, gifts in a will, or setting up a family foundation,
Abundance Canada can assist you and advise on the right gifting solution. We can
also facilitate anonymous donations.

In Him,

Personal consultations are free, confidential and with no obligation. Connect with
Abundance Canada today!

Brad Bell
CEO, MAF Canada

Learn more at abundance.ca/mafcanada or call 1.800.772.3257
Generosity changes everything
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Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is a Christian organization whose mission is to fly light aircraft and use other technologies in isolated
parts of the world to bring help and hope to people in need. Since 1946, MAF has been spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ in places
of deepest human need – where flying is not a luxury, but a lifeline. Worldwide, MAF provides over 200 flights a day. Mission Aviation
Fellowship of Canada is a Canadian registered charity (Registration # 12994 2561 RR0001) and is able to issue receipts for income tax
purposes. Financial statements are available on request. Every gift helps! Please mail your gift, visit us at mafc.org, or call us toll-free at
1.877.351.9344. Each gift allocated toward an MAF approved program will be used as allocated with the understanding that when any given
need has been met, additional allocated gifts will be used where most needed.

For such a time as this

Our experience in transporting vaccines
combined with our locations around the world
means that MAF is uniquely qualified to assist
in distributing COVID-19 vaccines when and
where they are needed.

Abundance Canada is a faith-based, public foundation assisting Canadians with their charitable giving for
more than 40 years. Charitable Registration No. 12925-3308-RR0001

Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada is a charter
member of the Canadian Council of Christian Charities.
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Mailing Address 102-195 Hanlon Creek Blvd., Guelph, ON N1C 0A1
Toll-Free 1.877.351.9344 E-mail info@mafc.org Website mafc.org
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Country statistics cited are taken from the World Factbook and World Health Organization. Share your comments flyingforlife@mafc.org.
Cover An MAF C206 carrying COVID-19 vaccinations on approach to Kuebunyane in Lesotho. Photo Grant Strugnell.
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As we mark the anniversary of the start of COVID
lockdowns here in Canada, we’re encouraged to
share news of MAF flights that are being made as
part of the vaccination effort worldwide.

I

n late March, MAF Lesotho assisted
the Lesotho Flying Doctor service
(LFDS), a division of the Lesotho Dept
of Health, to deliver vaccines to one
of the most remote clinics in Lesotho.
MAF Pilot, Grant Strugnell, flew three
nurses from LFDS to Kuebunyane clinic
in order for them to administer the
vaccines to the clinic and community
health care workers. In total, about 60
people were vaccinated at this clinic.
This was predominantly health care
workers from the community who work
as primary health care advisors to their
neighbours. The Lesotho government
has opened up vaccinations for these
frontline workers, as well as all clinic
staff in Lesotho.
At this stage, Lesotho has enough
vaccines for health care workers and
is working on acquiring more for the
rest of the population over the next few
months. The vaccines were transported
in their special cooler boxes, at the
recommended temperatures – between
2°C and 8°C. Ice and dry ice are too
cold for the transportation of this
vaccine, and the nurses accompanying
it monitored the temperature to
ensure the vaccines remained
uncompromised.
Grant explained the partnership,
which helps distribute these

Above COVID-19
vaccines are delivered
and administered in
Lesotho (photo credits
Grant Strugnell)
Right Offloading
and inspection of
COVID-19 vaccines
in Indonesia (photo
credits Eric Bell)

vaccinations to remote areas, “MAF is
very grateful for the initiative shown by
the government, and our close partner,
the Lesotho Flying Doctors Service.
They have done a great job in working
out the logistics, and MAF has been
very pleased to be able to assist with the
transport to a few of the harder to reach
clinics.”
MAF Lesotho has more flights
planned to continue providing
transportation of vaccinations in other
remote areas in Lesotho.
The first COVID-19 vaccine flight

with MAF was made several days earlier
in Indonesia, when MAF pilot Eric Bell
transported several boxes of vaccines
and three medical staff to three separate
locations. One medic got off at each
stop to oversee local distribution and
carried out checks for temperature and
breakages.
We feel honoured to play a role in this
worldwide effort and are thankful to be
accurately placed to be able to aid in
the distribution to remote communities
where we serve. l

Training the
Next Generation
of Mission Pilots
MAF and Prairie Aviation Training Centre (PATC) are
working together to train the next generation of
mission pilots, equipping them with skills, knowledge
and a passion to reach the isolated.
story Chaundra Eagar photos Sheen Mejia

M

ission Aviation Fellowship (MAF)
has been partnering with Prairie
Aviation Training Centre (PATC) to
provide quality flight training for
decades, and in 2017 PATC formally
asked MAF to take on a larger role. This
saw MAF taking over the complete
management of the flight school in
2018.
Recently, through the generosity of
donors, a brand new Citabria aircraft
was purchased by MAF and flown
to PATC directly from the factory in
Wisconsin. This is the first straightfrom-the-factory aircraft that PATC has
received.
Citabria are certified aerobatic
airplanes. The name “Citabria” is
derived from the word ‘aerobatic’
spelled backwards and is a taildragger
aircraft. This refers to the configuration
of the landing gear. A small castering
tailwheel is attached under the tail
of the airplane, rather than having a
steerable nose wheel.
Taildragger aircraft do not allow
students to be sloppy on the controls
during operations on the ground, as it
requires more precision and quicker
reaction times. Teaching our students
to fly a taildragger aircraft is a key part
of enabling them to become the best
pilots that they can be.
This new Citabria will be used in
the Upset Recovery training module,
which is one of the last flight modules
advanced students go through.
Citabrias are the only PATC aircraft
certified for inverted / aerobatic
flight, so students will learn how to
recover from many unusual, varied or
dangerous flight conditions, including
how to safely recover to normal flight
if they find themselves inverted, nose

up or down. Having this knowledge is
yet another way that this aircraft helps
to produce a safer, more well-rounded
pilot.
Lowell Deering, MAF Canada’s VP
of Operations and Recruiting explains
why this partnership and Citabria is
so important, “Donation of updated
aircraft and operational equipment
facilitates more advanced training,
therefore better equipping a future
generation of pilots. They will learn
to operate more safely and efficiently,
providing a substantial benefit to MAF,
or other air operators who employ
them. Providing updated aircraft
equipment to PATC provides great
leverage to MAF for the future. About
45% of our current pilot workforce
received flight training at PATC. Going
forward, this percentage will likely
increase. Better training at PATC means
better pilots. This is a huge win for
MAF!”
The partnership between PATC and
MAF builds strong, capable pilots, and
equips them to go on to serve people in
some of the most isolated places in the
world today. This is why the loan and
use in training of a brand new Citabria
aircraft is a gift that goes beyond what
is seen immediately. The skills pilots
gain from training on it will go on to
change peoples’ lives for the better,
reaching people with medical care,
supplies, staff and hope for generations
to come. l

Top Former PATC
graduate. Matt Marples
flew the new Citabria
to Three Hills from
Wisconsin (photo
credit Sheen Mejia)
Above A PATC
Citabria performing an
aerobatic maneuverer
(photo credit Ron
Nickel)
Below The new
Citabria arrives at PATC
in Three Hills (photo
credit Sheen Mejia)
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The
Remnants
of War
Story and Photos
Katie Machell

Although the war has ended, an invisible
legacy remains. MAF is assisting partner
Mines Advisory Group (MAG) to remove
these landmines.

B

etween 1978 and 1987, the Ennedi
region of northeast Chad was the
scene of military campaigns fought
with neighbouring Libya. An area
of incredible beauty and majestic
scenery, at first glance it is hard to
imagine it as a battlefield. But 30 years
after the conflict has ended, devasting
aftereffects remain in the form of
unexploded ordnances left buried in
the ground.
Minefields are an invisible legacy of
war.
MAF partner, Mines Advisory Group
(MAG), has been operating in Chad
since 2004, clearing land of explosives

to help improve the safety and security
of the local population. MAG, in
conjunction with the National Mine
Agency, currently has 50 deminers
deployed in the Harignala minefield,
one of several in the region. On a
recent flight, MAF brought some official
visitors to meet the MAG staff and to
see first-hand their vital work.
The area also has valleys and
channels that remain dry until the
rainy season. Once these channels fill,
water passing through the minefield
can move the explosives around,
compounding the difficulty of knowing
where danger lies.

MAG’s Operations Director explains
the importance of the operation, “The
devices were laid back in the days of
the war, 30 odd years ago. Since then,
no one has properly marked out the
mines or the minefield itself, so local
people have lost a lot of camels and
other livestock there. Livestock in
Chad is worth more than its weight in
gold; to lose camels has a big financial
impact. It can be catastrophic when
an animal dies. The shepherd may go
to get them back, or perhaps sends
his son to get the animals out and
unfortunately, they step on a mine, and
so we have the knock-on effect of more
deaths and grievous injuries to the local
population.”
MAG operates one mine-clearing
vehicle in Ennedi; the rest of the work
is done by hand. It is a painstaking
task, made even harder by the
weight of protective clothing and
the overwhelming heat. Overseen
by three Technical Field Managers,
the team works in groups, spending
45 minutes at a time on the field
before a mandatory
15-minute break. Rest
and rehydration
are essential, and
mobile phones
cannot be carried onto
the minefield. Loss of
concentration could cost a life.
MAG’s focus also extends beyond
demining to weapons and ammunition
management and community
education work, particularly with
children. Unfortunately, children can

encounter unexploded ordinances
thinking they are toys. This community
work teaches them not to touch objects
they come across, how to mark them
and how to report them to the proper
authorities
Up to present day, MAG staff
have found 15 mines and 8 items of
ordnance such as anti-tank rockets,
artillery shells and mortar rounds.
They’ve successfully cleared more than
600,000 square metres that can now be
used by the local population and their
animals, meaning the cycle of stability
continues to grow within the country.
The dangerous nature of this work
necessitates robust medical procedures,
which is where MAF plays a role.
MAG Operations Manager explains,
“Our partnership with MAF provides a
key element to our Casualty Evacuation
Chain. To be honest, we probably
couldn’t achieve what we do without
that facility; it would be a massive risk.
To transport an injured person to the
nearest hospital would take a day’s
drive on very bad roads. In the worst
case the person would probably die; not
from their injuries, but from the sheer
shock of being bounced around on the
journey. Having an aircraft that can
come here within four hours means
that in a short space of time we can
get the person to a good hospital in
N’Djamena, and he has a high chance
of living.”
We are glad to partner with MAG and
offer support to this crucial work, which
undoubtedly makes a difference to the
lives of isolated people in Chad. l

Opposite Page The
painstaking task of
landmine detection
Above Pilot Becki
Dillingham prepares
her aircraft for take off
Middle A MAG team
member explains
minefield markings.
Below MAG staff
at work looking for
unexploded ordnances
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Building
a School &
Reuniting
Brothers

Flooding, Hunger, Disease: Helping
families cope in South Sudan
MAF flew more than a hundred flight legs for Medair in 2020.
In November, our pilots flew medical workers and vaccines to
Gumuruk in South Sudan’s Jonglei State in an urgent campaign to
stop an outbreak of measles in its tracks.
The story below, shared by Medair, speaks to the relief that having the worry of one
infectious disease taken away brings.
Photo and story courtesy Medair.

When working to glorify Christ,
it’s amazing to watch the
miraculous things He is able to
accomplish.

“Last year, my husband passed away.
He was killed in the fighting,” shares
Lakchia, a 30-year-old mother of six, as
she holds her one-year old son, Allan,
close to her chest.
On that day, Lakchia not only lost
a loved one, she also lost her family’s
source of income and survival. Her
cattle were stolen at the time of her
husband’s death. The flooding came
next. Together, with her neighbours
and six children, Lakchia moved to
drier ground. “I left my belongings
and when I went back, I found them

story and photos Ryan Cole

T

here are not enough school placements for every child living in Papua New
Guinea, so every school that is built has a tremendous impact on future
generations living in bush villages.
Since we have been able to return to PNG, one of the
projects we have been supporting is the building of
a High School in the village of Mougulu. The school
is starting its 2nd academic year, and is continuously
growing as they develop new buildings, staff housing
and dorms.
The other MAF PNG pilots and I have been busy
flying plane loads of building supplies into Mougulu.
We’ve loaded and unloaded everything from cement
and roofing iron, to food supplies for those working on
the construction. It’s exciting to see a project like this
come together, especially as it is something that will
change the lives of those within this community.
While transporting building supplies into Mougulu,
I was also able to help a few people in need of transport out of the village. One of
those people was Paul. He desperately wanted to travel to Mount Hagen to see
his long-lost brother. After his father died, his older brother was sent to live with
a relative in the city to be cared for and to try to give him a better life. Because
of this, Paul and his brother had been separated for over 30 years! Recently the
two brothers learned where the other was, and were able to get in touch through
friends. So, after 30 years apart, I was able to fly Paul to Mount Hagen to meet his
long-lost brother!
Your support and prayers enable MAF to bring education to some of the world’s
most isolated people and communities. Thank you! l

Every school
that is built has
a tremendous
impact
on future
generations
living in bush
villages.

Above Unloading sheet
metal for the new
school’s roof
Middle Ryan (left) helps
load the Caravan in Mt
Hagen
Below Many hands
make short work of
unloading in Mougulu

stolen,” she expresses. Now, she collects
firewood to sell in order to provide for
her family.
“Some days, we can eat, if I have been
able to collect firewood. If there is no
firewood, we don’t eat. We are eating
one meal a day. Hunger is our problem.”
In a nearby town, only reachable by
boat, lives Nyandit and her family of
four. She too lost cattle when armed
men raided her town. “Not long after
the attack, the flood came,” Nyandit
continues. “When there was no flood,
we used to dig to plant for harvest, but
then the flood came. And our cattle
have been taken. Now, there is hunger.”
A series of flooding and
intercommunal fighting has greatly
impacted Jonglei State and the
Greater Pibor Administrative Area of
South Sudan since 2019, resulting in
destruction of property and livelihoods,
hundreds of lives lost, and mass
displacement.
When a measles outbreak threatened
already vulnerable families in the

region, with 300 suspected measles
cases reported since mid-November,
Medair mobilized a mass vaccination
campaign for over 18,000 children
under five years of age. This highly
infectious disease spreads to 90 per
cent of non-immune people living with
an infected person, creating serious
health concerns for people living who
live in congested conditions. High rates
of malnutrition make South Sudan’s
children more vulnerable to infection
and the potential complications of
measles are life-threatening.
As flooding subsides communities
which are currently separated by water
will begin to interact, so the vaccination
campaign is critical in protecting
vulnerable children and halting the
spread of a potentially deadly disease.
Families like Lakchia’s and Nyadit’s
are facing yet another crisis. Their
stories are not unique. They represent a
small fragment of shared experiences:
displacement, flooding, intercommunal
violence, livelihoods lost, and food
insecurity. One crisis starts as another
fades, but the each one leaves lasting
impact within the community.
As Medair, we cannot prevent all of
the challenges faced by people in Pibor,
but we can help stop the spread of a
life-threatening disease. Vaccinating
18,000 children means they will no
longer be at risk of contracting measles
even into the future, and mothers like
Lakchia and Nyadit will have one less
reason to worry. l
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Vaccinations around the
world - A Gift of Life
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More than any other time in recent history, Canadians have experienced what it’s like to live in
isolation, while discovering the value of having access to many of the services we previously took
for granted.
For most of the people and places we serve, the access we enjoy is restricted even under the
best of circumstances. We’re thankful we can provide a lifeline for essential care, especially
vaccinations, at a time when illness is at the forefront of our minds.

Papua New Guinea
In October 2020, a Polio campaign began in PNG. Local health workers in Telefomin
stood up after the Sunday Church service and requested that all mothers bring their
children under five years old to the hospital to receive the Polio vaccine.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Photos Corrine
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In December 2020, MAF DRC flew around
1000 kgs (1 tonne) of vaccines to two
neighbouring villages Bokoro and Bosobe.
These vaccines were to fight against Polio,
Tuberculosis, Diphtheria, Tetanus, Whooping
Cough, Measles, Yellow Fever, Meningitis,
Pneumonia and Rotavirus.

In December 2020, the Arial Health Patrols (AHP) in PNG were able to fly health
professionals into a remote community that had not had childhood screening (age
0-5 years) or an immunization program in place for over ten years. Although a vaccine
fridge had recently been added to the community health centre, immunizations had
not yet started.
The AHP team, who was flown in by MAF aircraft, re-established the routine
immunization program and vaccinated over 100 children under the age of five during
their first visit to the area.

The Rotavirus vaccine is a new vaccination
that was introduced and distributed in 2020
and Congo was the first country to receive it.
A vaccine against Rotavirus (severe diarrhea)
in children saves lives, and thanks to its
availability and MAF’s ability to transport
it, numerous children in the Maj Ndombe
province, north of Kinshasa were vaccinated.

This is such important work in a country like PNG, where diseases normally covered by
childhood vaccines can kill children. 2018 saw an outbreak of Polio, a disease that had
previously been declared eradicated in PNG. The effect of Polio can be seen in local
people, who walk using sticks or crutches, and rural health workers are concerned
about its effects in communities that have poor health services. In a year where we’ve
battled COVID-19, health care workers here continue to work through the list of
infectious diseases that have continued to cause outbreaks rurally.
MAF strives to support people where they are, bringing health and education services
into isolated communities so they have the confidence and dignity to provide for
themselves and their families.

Tanzania
In May 2020, the few roads leading to the local hospital had quickly
changed from rough to impassable in the rainy season, and the
hospital had no alternative way to reach these locations. Amidst
growing case numbers in neighboring countries, MAF Tanzania
found safe ways to continue their medical flights, transporting
Haydom hospital staff and vaccines, under strict protocols. This
allowed the hospital to continue to hold clinics; maintaining
vaccination schedules for the children and providing health
coverage for new mothers.

Over the three days of village clinics, the nurses from hospital
met with 1,888 mothers and babies, providing treatments and
vaccinations. Despite the challenges of the pandemic and the
rainy season, the clinics were able to maintain healthcare for these
isolated families, thankfully without any reports of infections in the
following days.
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For these medical safari flights, each nurse completed a medical
questionnaire and was provided with hand sanitizer and masks
before boarding the aircraft. In the villages, information about
the virus was limited, so government-approved guidance about
protecting against infection and transmission was distributed.
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Madagascar
In July 2020, Canadian pilot Ryan Unger and his colleague Ian Purdey were
authorized to do a series of vaccine delivery flights for UNICEF, despite tight
COVID restrictions in country. To fit all legs of their journey in, they departed
at first light, delivering 1458 kilograms of freight to nine separate locations,
including vaccines, syringes, sharps disposal containers, t-shirts for the health
workers, and posters to advertise the vaccines.
Ian stated regarding this flight, “Despite COVID and lockdowns, the needs in
remote locations don’t change, so it’s great that UNICEF have continued the
work to supply these vaccination programs. I hope and pray that these flights
do change things in these communities, reducing the pain caused by the
diseases that could otherwise be contracted.”
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For such

a time as this

With planes based in isolated locations
around the world and a network of
hundreds of local and international partners,
MAF is uniquely positioned to be a last-mile
provider of COVID vaccines in dozens of
countries. And with the experience we’ve
gained by transporting countless vaccines
over the years, we’re standing by and ready
to assist in providing similar COVID-related
flights wherever they are needed.

Installing new
avionics benefits
pilots and
engineers, and the
lighter equipment
can mean our
aircraft could carry
more lifesaving
supplies.
Story
Katie
Machell
Photos
Daniel
Roth

M

AF Kenya aircraft technicians
Davies Nyamwancha and Brian
Koromboi, and avionics engineer
Daniel Roth recently completed an
upgrade on 5H-MWA, one of the
two Cessna 206 aircraft
operated by MAF
Tanzania.
Davies has worked at
MAF Kenya for over nine
years, but this is the first
time he’s participated in
this type of upgrade. It
is a lengthy and detailed
job, which involves
taking out the whole
front panel from the
cockpit to replace several
old flight instruments
with just one electronic
display, and to add
newer communication
and navigation systems.
“There are a lot of
challenges,” he says, “but I
also enjoyed learning a lot
of new things.”
The upgrade benefits both pilots and
engineers. The new GPS system and
radio are much more intuitive for the
user than the previous ones, with many
more features that improve situational
awareness. The old gyro instruments,
along with the vacuum system required

to power them, are very sensitive to
knocks and rattling and dust because
of the very fine bearings contained
within them. Prone to breakage and
quite expensive to replace, their
removal eases the burden
on maintenance and
improves the overall
reliability of the operating
systems.
Having learned from
their experiences on
a previous project, the
team prioritized setting
a schedule and a time
management plan for the
upgrade. “Everything went
smoothly, and Daniel was
of great help, especially in
provision of installation
drawings and guidelines,”
comments Brian, who also
enjoyed the opportunity
to increase his skills
through the work. “Being
an aircraft mechanic is
enjoyable and I get a lot of satisfaction
from it. What I enjoy most is when I’m
working on new systems, like in the
case of MWA, where it demands a lot of
thinking and correct interpretation of
the approved publications.”
Daniel has been with MAF for 15
years, starting out as a pilot in Arnhem

The plane
becomes a
little bit lighter,
maybe by
one or two
kilograms. You
couldn’t put
much more on
there, maybe
just one more
box of vaccines
or something
like that.

Land. In 2013 he and his family moved
to Mareeba to take up an engineering
apprenticeship; five years later, when
their daughter was ready to leave home,
they started looking for new areas of
service. “We were quite open to go
wherever MAF needed us,” he explains.
“Kenya was the next opportunity.
We came here in 2018, travelling via
Madagascar where we spent three
months while I worked on an upgrade
with the team there.“
“I love the flying,” he continues. “I
love being in the cockpit, and landing
and taking off and manipulating
everything, but there’s a lot around
flying that’s very demanding and
tiring, so I don’t miss everything
about it. I wanted a challenge, to learn
something new and to gain new
skills. I love avionics because of the
troubleshooting, the problem-solving
and the installations. I love improving
and changing things; taking something
old out and installing something new.”
Another benefit of the upgrade worth
noting is an increase in payload. “You’re
taking a lot of heavy things out and I
would hope that the plane becomes a
little bit lighter, maybe by one or two
kilograms,” says Daniel. “You couldn’t
put much more on there, maybe just
one more box of vaccines or something
like that.”
For the people living in remote areas
of Tanzania served by these planes
through medical safaris, for the mother
who walks through the bush to bring
her young baby to one of the clinics,
this one small difference could make all
the difference in the world. l

Main Daniel Roth and
Davies Nyamwancha
Left Brian Koromboi
Above Upgraded
remote avionics
modules

Needles
& Syringes:
Single use needles &
syringes are needed
to administer vaccines
immediately to prevent
them from spoiling
and going unused

Vaccines:
The COVAX
program has
secured 700
million COVID-19
vaccine doses to be
distributed among
lower income
nations

Countries:

MAF and our regional
affiliates operate
in several of the
countries covered
under the COVAX
program including:

Angola
Bangladesh
Chad
DR Congo
Haiti
Honduras
Indonesia
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Madagascar
Mozambique
Papua New Guinea
South Sudan
Tanzania
Timor-Leste
Uganda

Diluent:
Some vaccines
need to be diluted
before they can
be administered
so diluent is often
included with
shipments of
vaccines

People on
the Ground:
To prevent spoiling
in remote areas that
lack refrigeration, we
rely on people on
the ground to get the
word out to gather
near an airstrip to
receive their vaccine

Medical Staff:
Vaccines are accompanied
by trained medical
personnel who not only
administer them, but oversee
temperature control, keep
records of use, and audit their
stability

Keeping
Things Cool:
Normally considered
hazardous cargo, MAF
has been working to
establish the safety
protocols that will
allow us to carry
large quantities
of dry ice for
vaccine flights
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The Big Heart
Behind a Little
School

Story Chaundra Eagar
photos Helena Mudde

Helena Mudde compares
the school she runs to a
one-room schoolhouse.
Her students range in
age from four to twentyone years, and she loves
watching the older ones
teach the younger set
what they’ve learned
through their work.
Serving through teaching,
in a school setting and a
home-school setting, has
blessed her and those she
teaches, especially during
this past year.
Main Helena and
her grammar school
students
Top Right Helena with
her classmates prior to
leaving for University
Middle Right Teaching
in the yard
Main The classroom

A

ngola has always been close to
Helena Mudde’s heart. She was
born and raised there, and met her
husband, Brent, there just after he
joined MAF in 2003.
“He moved into the house across
the street from my family here on the
compound, and I spent half my gap
year here, teaching at the school I teach
at now. Brent was good friends with my
brother, and we all hung out together.”
After receiving her degree in
elementary education in the USA, she
knew she wanted to teach missionary
kids, knowing firsthand through
growing up on the field how important
that role was. Angola had a huge need
but Helena didn’t want to assume she
would go back just because it was
familiar to her. She wanted to go where
God led, and slowly that brought her
back to re-opening the school she had
attended as a child - a one-room school
house right on the compound.
Arriving back in Angola, she moved
in next door to Brent, they were married
not too long afterwards, and Helena
joined MAF Canada in 2011.
The school now operates out of
one of the MAF houses - the house
that Helena and Brent lived in until
a couple of years ago. She can hear
what the students are saying from her
own kitchen, and the living room and
dining room of her former home have
become class space. Brent turned the
master bedroom into a library, and the
two spare rooms at the back hold art

supplies. In the lush backyard, the kids
have music class and there is a space
between the school and Helena’s house
where the kids eat their lunches and
snacks in a shaded area. A playground
across the street, holds a trampoline,
swings, monkey bars and logs from
trees that Brent and another MAF family
cut down.
On the first
day the school
opened, Helena
had 12 children
in attendance
and felt strongly
that each child
was supposed to
be there.
“I had no
native English
speakers at that
point, but the
missionary kids had strong English, and
they were very helpful. I make a point
not to use Portuguese once the kids are
in my classroom. Knowing that I will
only speak to them in English helps
them learn quickly.”
Besides missionary children, she
also accepted some Angolan and expat
students into the school.
“I feel that school is a great way to
witness to students and their parents.
It is an opportunity to reach the entire
family.”
At the moment, she has around 30
students with varying levels of English,
ranging in age from four to 21 years
old - including her own children. Due
to the age differences in her students,

I love
teaching. I
love giving
my students
the skills to
live a full and
successful
life.

she uses a homeschool curriculum,
helping them all learn how to work
independently and at their own pace.
By the time her students reach high
school, the attend US classes online, so
being independent and self-driven are
important qualities to possess.
Helena says, “I love teaching here
because we have the freedom to
adjust our curriculum and schedule to
what the students need. Being in the
missionary community has allowed my
students to meet people from different
cultures, countries, languages and
walks of life which is also an important
part of someone’s education.”
Together as a group, to maintain
interaction between her older and
younger students, they do Bible,
art, music, physical education and
swimming, helping them all to learn
English as well as social skills in a
comfortable setting.
When the pandemic closed schools
and everything transitioned to distance
learning, her students knew exactly
what to do! They already used a
homeschool curriculum, which was set
up for working independently. Helena
used WhatsApp to stay connected with
them and their families as the worked,
ensuring she checked in - especially
with the high school students who
needed reminded that just because they
are at home didn’t mean that school
wasn’t happening!
In the mornings during the lockdown
period, Helena would go to the school
building with her daughter Siena (age
5) to do schoolwork together, while

Emelyn (age 4) and Ezequiel (age
2) played outside. Siena missed her
classmates, and some days were worse
than others but together they made the
best of it.
As lockdown was lifted, she invited
the high school students to come
and work in the school building, with
reliable internet and with their teacher
present and Kelly Boers, another MAF
Canada staff and teacher at the school,
arranged several zoom class calls
during the pandemic. Despite patchy
internet, the students really enjoyed the
interaction.
“I love teaching. I love giving my
students the skills to live a full and
successful life. It is important to me that
they learn how to learn. I don’t want
them to just memorize what they need,
I want them to learn to think critically
so that when they are adults, they will
be responsible members of society.”
Helena continues with passion, “We
worship God when we use the skills
and talents He has gifted us with, so
teaching as an act of obedience to Him,
is also worship. I love watching the light
bulbs come on and seeing them figure
out how to use what they are learning.
My role as teacher is what God has
skilled me with. I enjoy serving others,
watching my students and my own
kids learn about God and how they fit
into His world and plan. Life isn’t easy,
and if I can help parents feel that their
children are in a safe place and getting
a good education, that fulfills me.” l

After over 18,000 flight hours and 16,750 flights over the course
of 35 years of operation in mail, Ethiopia, and Angola, MAF’s oldest
currently operating Cessna Caravan, Wings of Hope (WOH) is
quickly approaching her end of life and will no longer be airworthy
by MAF standards come 2022.
Help us celebrate her life with a special WOH Capital Campaign gift
to replace this critically needed aircraft that has helped so many
people in Angola since 1989.

HOPE FOR ANGOLA

Visit mafc.org/wingsofhope or call toll-free at 1.877.351.9344
to receive your Wings of Hope campaign materials.
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2020 Financial
Highlights

Sharing the
Good News
MAF’s involvement in partnerships with local
churches in Angola has brought hope to remote
and desolate areas.

expenses, housing, salaries, education,
repatriation costs, furlough expenses, and
travel to and from the field.

Special Projects Includes emergency

he Cuando-Cubango province
in Angola is difficult to access,
making both trade and transport hard
for those who live there. But through
MAF’s transport of the Igreja Evangelica
Sinodal de Angola (IESA) to this area,
more people are hearing the Gospel
message.
The town of Mucusso is located
in this province, slightly more than
one kilometre from the AngolaNamibia border and has a population
of somewhere between 3,000 – 5,000
people. Due to the lack of access
to travel, it can cost nearly $40.00
Canadian Dollars to travel from
Mucusso to the area capital of Dirico,
which is only 100 kilomtres away, and
vehicles only make the trip in and out
about twice monthly, carrying around
20 people who can afford to make
the tedious trip. Trade is already hard
because of these complications, and
is only made harder by the closure of
the Namibian border due to COVID-19
and a lack of rainfall. The local people
are being sustained by farming and
subsistence.
Thankfully, the Caprivi airstrip is
accessible in this location and the IESA
has been carrying out evangelistic
work in this community since 2013.
In January 2021, MAF was able to

and disaster relief flights, and other ministry
projects involving overseas MAF missionaries.
transport Manual José, his wife, and
their five children to the airstrip near
Mucusso where they have been called
to serve the community there, leaving
behind extensive family and their
properties, in a drive to further God’s
Kingdom. This is the first flight we’ve
been able to provide for the IESA
church due to COVID restrictions.
Through IESA, the power of the Gospel
has recently brought 64 new members
in this area, with 26 of them baptized.
MAF Angola’s Rui Falanga explains,
“The partnership between MAF and
IESA in the mobilization of these
pastors has been a great incentive and
great blessing in seeing people reached
by the Gospel in remote areas. MAF’s
involvement in partnerships with local
churches has brought hope to these
areas. Without MAF, I don’t think it
would be possible for these pastors to
reach people (living in these locations)
with the Gospel.”
In part, our work in Angola began
because the IESA called on MAF to
help in Angola, working then with the
Kalukenbe Hospital.
We are incredibly grateful that we’ve
continued to work together throughout
the years, and that a partnership with
IESA means the Gospel message and
God’s love is moving. In a recent

International Programs &
Recruitment Ongoing recruiting of MAF
personnel as well as the advancement of
international programs.

2019

fy

$ 3,089,909 $ 3,383,136
789,018
2,614,362
1,594,672
1,309,849
1,948,201
80,960
7,421,800
7,388,307
42,000
25,500
26,550
38,640
1,573,180
9,063,530

929,507
8,381,954

3,610,334
1,295,341

4,124,351
1,075,794

815,951
953,235
910,334
7,585,195

724,797
935,793
883,170
7,743,905

1,478,335

638,049

(82,729)
722,771
95,031
735,073

(63,361)
3,000
29,651
(30,710)

SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR

2,213,408

607,339

NET ASSETS, beginning of year

4,135,971

3,528,632

EXPENDITURES
Missionary support
Special projects and programs
Development, international
operations, and recruiting
General administration
Fundraising costs

Missionary Support Includes living

story Chaundra Eagar
photos IESA

T

Program fees
Interest
Other revenue and
non-receipted donations

How the
resources
were
used in
fy
2020

2020

fy

REVENUES
Donations
Missionary support
Special projects and programs
General missions
Gifts in kind

SURPLUS FROM OPERATIONS
OTHER
Aircraft amortization
Gain on disposal of capital assets
Gain on exchange and investments

NET ASSETS, end of year

$ 6,349,379 $ 4,135,971

Fundraising Production & distribution of
promotional materials, fundraising efforts,
advertising, and support raising events.

note of thanks, the IESA gratefully
mentioned the fact that because we
work in unison, and because of the
generosity of donors who sponsor
these flights, the Gospel message is
reaching isolated communities. l
Left Wings of Hope in
Angola
Top Right Pilot Brent
Mudde
Middle and Bottom
IESA sponsored
passengers

Administration Missionary newsletters,
donor relations, receipting, administration
payroll, training, travel, and other critical
functions.

Bill Watson
Audit Committee Chairperson (fy2020)

Suanne Miedema
Treasurer (fy2020)

MAF Canada’s 2019 Fiscal year runs from Oct 1, 2018 - Sep 30, 2019

Total MAF
Canada
supported
missionary
individuals,
couples,
and families
in fy2020

1

2

Includes those serving at PATC (Prairie Aviation Training Centre), those seconded to Northern
Canadian ministries, and “pre-fielders” or those currently preparing for service with MAF overseas.
Includes those serving in countries that can’t be identify for security reasons.

Angola
3
Canada1
18
Central Asia2
1
Chad
1
DR Congo
2
Haiti
1
Indonesia
6
Kenya
1
Madagascar
2
Papua New Guinea 3
South East Asia2
2
South Sudan
1
Uganda
4
UK
1
46
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New
Paths
to Peace
2020 saw a surge in terrible intercommunal violence in South Sudan,
centered in Jonglei State. A team from the UK’s Peacebuilding
Opportunities Fund flew with Canadian MAF pilot, Chris Ball, to facilitate
dialogue with key community leaders in some of the worst affected areas.
story and photos Jenny Davies
Smiles are visible behind the
facemasks as the passengers wait for
their flight. “Yes, you can take pictures
- this is peace, not politics that we’re
here to do!”

Inter-communal Violence

T

he first five months of 2020 saw a
220% increase in incidents of inter
communal violence in South Sudan
compared with the same period two
years ago. Six hundred of the estimated
two thousand people who died this year
were killed in Jonglei State, a region
that has been plagued by conflict for a
decade or more. In Pieri an estimated
three hundred people lost their lives in
one incident in May alone.
For generations, raiding was a way
to settle rivalries and acquire cattle
wealth needed for marriage, status
and prestige. Death rates have soared
since guns replaced traditional spears,
deepening the bitter divides between
communities, clans and tribes.

Peace Planes
Canadian pilot Chris Ball and his Dutch
colleague, Wouter Nagel, recently
flew north to Lankien and Pieri.
Another team landed in Bor on an
UNHAS flight and an additional MAF
flight is following the course to Pibor
with an armed guard on board. This

coordinated response across several
locations in Jonglei State is an attempt
to get people talking before the roads
dry out after the wet season. Once this
happens, the groups of youths that are
instigating the violence become more
mobile.
Michael Comerford, Team Leader
with the Peacebuilding Opportunities
Fund and a passenger on this flight,
explains that the initiative is being
delivered by a consortium led by Oxford
Policy Management and their task is to
engage communities in dialogue that
will create a road map to peace.
“In your Pibor charter, you’ve got the
Chief Administrator to Pibor and some
government officials. They’re speaking
with the Murle youths who are driving
the violence,” Michael says, filling in
some of the background. “I’m going to
Pieri to meet with a Nuer prophet– one
of their spiritual leaders, also known as
the Leopard Skin Chief. They are central
in the peace agreement because they
also commission violence.
“All of the team apart from us are
South Sudanese. We have a team in
Jonglei State with colleagues from
different tribes. One is Dinka, one
is Nuer, one is Murle. These are
experienced guys. We speak with our
national staff and ask what would they
suggest. We find out who we need to

speak to and map out a conclusion.
With their recommendations, they’ve
steered us towards the traditional
leaders.”

Traditions of Peace-making
Michael has worked throughout
Africa, even flying with MAF in Angola
during the civil war. He highlights
the universal importance of ritual and
explains traditions of peacebuilding
vary between tribe; from celebrations
and drums to the sacrifice of an animal.
He explains that’s there’s no single way
to negotiate peace.
“Among the Nuer there’s a tradition
that when you slaughter an animal
there’s a particular bone you keep. After
seven years you get together again and
break that bone in a ceremony called
the breaking of bones. Then there
are the Acholi people, they have the
bending of spears – these are all rituals
that they perform to signify that the
conflict is over.
“I love hearing those stories,”
he says passionately. “People get
animated as they talk of how they
protect their culture, how they protect
their communities. It’s not signing a
document. It’s eating and drinking.”

Conversations of Restoration
Michael admits that the extreme

nature of some of the recent violence
isn’t cultural. “Today they have guns
which makes the conflict very different
from the conflict they had to resolve a
hundred years ago.”
In particular, he highlights the
horrific violence towards women. “The
violence that women have suffered
is just appalling. It been worse since
the start of the wars because of the
introduction of guns. When you hear
the Nuer talk about violence, they’ll tell
you – if you met a woman along the
way, you went home. If any woman
was harmed, you would breach a very
sacred contract. That’s the conversation
we’re having about restoration.”

Pieri Peace Negotiations
In Pieri, the team bid farewell and head
off for their meeting.
In the waiting room, one of the
delegates highlighted the importance
of good communication. Unforeseen
issues can drive the agenda way off
course. He asked us to pray that the
parties would listen to each other well.
Good intentions are not enough for
this endeavour to succeed. Lines of
communication need to remain open.
What the peace will look like isn’t clear.
Michael and the team are currently
focused on the next step. They have
a long road ahead. “We’re feeling

around in the dark - just finding our
way through the cultural geography
to try and facilitate peace. It’s really
exploratory stuff. I’ve never been
involved in anything like this before.”

New Year Declaration
This wasn’t Chris Ball’s first flight with
the Peacebuilding Opportunities Fund.
Early in 2021, he stood at the side of the
Pieri airstrip, watching as negotiations
were conducted by the armed youth
leaders in the shade of a nearby tree.
Just a day after this negotiation, the
leaders cemented their gains in a public
statement on Radio Tamazuj in South
Sudan.
“Youth from the Greater Pibor
Administrative Area (GPAA) and their
counterparts from Bor of Jonglei
State, after a 3 day trust building and
reconciliation dialogue, resolved to
peacefully co-exist,” the report begins
and goes on to say, “We could tell these
are the right people, who could agree
to dialogue and make peace among
themselves and make it hold. Now both
sides agreed that as soon as they return
home, they will mobilize themselves
to disseminate a message of peace and
reconciliation to the community.” l

Opposite Page Pilots
Chris Ball (left) and
Wouter Nagel (right) in
Jonglei State
Above Left Chris
displaying his national
pride
Above Middle A team
member from the
UK’s Peacebuilding
Opportunities Fund
disembarks the aircraft
Top Right Delegates
are flown to the peace
summit
Bottom Right Briefing
the passengers prior to
the flight
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WHERE MOST
NEEDED
That’s where you’ll find us.
We go where others can’t or won’t.
It’s also where you can make the
biggest difference in the lives of
so many. Consider giving a Where
Most Needed gift today and help
keep us Flying for Life.
Please give generously.

Photo Marijn Goud

Scan this code with
your smart phone
to download a
digital copy of
Flying for Life.
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To learn more about MAF,
visit us at www.mafc.org.
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