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Will the legacy you
leave plant seeds
for tomorrow?
In partnership with ADVISORS with Purpose –
a ministry committed to helping God’s people
manage God’s assets - we would like to offer
you a personalized estate plan that aligns your
wishes with God’s purposes.
There is no obligation or cost for this service.
Learn more about the services offered by
ADVISORS with Purpose by participating in a
FREE phone-in seminar on Wednesday,
September 14 from 3pm - 4pm Eastern Time.
For details and to register, call ADVISORS with
Purpose at 1.866.336.3315, or e-mail them
at register@advisorswithpurpose.ca

CEO corner
O

ne of the aspects I enjoy most about
my job is meeting our missionary
staff when they come through the
home office for home assignment. It
is humbling to meet these families and
to hear firsthand about the joys and
struggles they encounter while serving
overseas. I am in awe not only of their
commitment to following God’s call, but
also how well they thrive in surroundings
that many might find difficult. They leave
family and friends and the comforts of
the developed world and make a home in
places that can be challenging. Yet here,
by God’s grace, they flourish, find beauty,
and form lasting friendships no matter the
circumstances.
The focus of the MAF Home Office
staff is to serve and support our overseas
staff to the best of our ability so that they
can, in turn, help and serve those around
them. By caring for and supporting our

We have seen God
answer prayers for our
staff and organization in
amazing ways.

Photo LuAnne Cadd

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is a
Christian organization whose mission
is to fly light aircraft and use other
technologies in isolated parts of the world
to bring help and hope to people in need.
Since 1946, MAF has been spreading the
Good News of Jesus Christ in places of
deepest human need – where flying is not
a luxury, but a lifeline.

overseas staff with details like insurance,
donation processing, correspondence,
and member care, they are better able to
focus on the needs of their program, and
the people they are there to serve.
We also support our staff in prayer.
Prayer is one of the ways we are
privileged to join with you, our supporters,
in God’s work through MAF. We really
understand our supporters don’t only
give of their finances to support MAF’s
mission, but also support our staff by

Worldwide, MAF provides over 200 flights
a day. Every gift helps! Please mail your
gift, visit us online at mafc.org or call us
toll-free at 1.877.351.9344.

praying for them, and for MAF. We know
how important that is! We have seen
God answer prayers for our staff and
organization in amazing ways.
Stuart King, one of MAF’s British
founders, recently wrote this prayer for
MAF’s ministry:

Lord, thank you for your peace,
protection, and provision. We pray
that MAF will always have:
One purpose – the glory of God
One pathway – the will of God
One passion – the love of God.
In Jesus’ name, Amen
I hope that you will join with us in praying
this prayer for MAF and our staff around
the world.
Thank you for your ongoing support of
MAF’s work!

Brad Bell
President/CEO
MAF Canada
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MAF saves 4 days of travel while providing
life-saving vaccines in Madagascar

Story & Photos Jocelyn Plett,
MAF Madagascar

W

hen I asked the man waiting in the
MAF hangar for the reason he is
traveling to Marolambo, he said that he
was the ‘Depositer de Medicament’ of
Marolambo. A position, he explained,
which had been assigned to him by the
Ministry of Health. He is responsible for
transporting medicine from the capital
to the town, where the dispensary and
the clinic make use of them. He also
lives in Marolambo. After explaining his
task he looked at me with big eyes and
great seriousness. “You know,” he said,
“during the rainy season it takes three or
four days to travel to Marolambo! This
makes my job so difficult. But with this
plane,” he gestured to the Caravan which
was being loaded with freight whilst the

waiting passengers enjoyed a coffee in
the hangar’s passenger lounge, “the travel
takes only 35 minutes!” His eyebrows
arched high with the incredulity of it.
Indeed, 35 minutes is an impressively
short amount of time for such long a
journey, especially if I compare it to the
45 minutes it takes to drive my 6-year-old
to school in bad traffic!

God Using MAF

As I watched the vaccines, bound for the
village of Marolambo being unloaded
from the aircraft and ported out into this
highly isolated area cut off from the most
basic healthcare services, I marveled at
how God is using my MAF colleagues
in such a beautiful way. I watched them

working quietly, bringing the much
needed vaccines to the isolated village
as if it was the most natural thing in the
world. They prefer to lay low, I thought,
without attracting much attention from
those around them or the government,
but simply to do God’s work with quality
and conviction. Laying a tradition of hard
work without fanfare.
I watched the porters lashing the boxes
of syringes together with rope onto a
thick wooden pole, trotting off down the
mountaintop airstrip towards the village
across the river. Carrying quality-of-life
on their backs. While we often write
thrilling stories of urgent medevacs and
lives being saved before our very eyes,
these vaccines are accompanied by no

fanfare. Yet they are the cause of lives
being saved quietly, without urgency or
fear. Enabling the people of Marolambo,
and their children, to bypass disease and
illness, bringing increased quality of life.
MAF does regular vaccine deliveries
across the island, many of them to the
benefit of isolated areas like Marolambo.
During the rainy season the trek into this
village takes up to 4 days by taxi-brusse
- the Malagasy version of bush taxis and
are quite slow and uncomfortable. This
is a huge problem when it comes to
delivering vaccines, as some vaccines
are live virus vaccines. Live attenuated
vaccines consist of a weakened form of
the virus itself and are easily damaged
or even destroyed by heat and light. This
makes it very important to store and
handle them with extreme care.
The boxes of syringes were
unaccompanied on the flight, dropped
off at the hangar, picked up at their
destination by people assigned to deliver

them to the dispensaries where they
could be administered. “Health in a box,”
I thought, “Delivered by pilot Josh Plett
on 11th March 2016 - without much
notice. That’s how I prefer my healthcare:
to be there when I need it, so I can take
it for granted. Within a reasonably short
distance of home. So I don’t have to
watch my children suffer from a disease
that could have been avoided with a
vaccine.” 

Opposite Vaccines are
unloaded from the MAF plane
Top Boxes of vaccines will soon
be strapped to wooden poles
for ease of (foot) transport
down the mountaintop airstrip,
across the river, and into the
village of Marolambo
Above The isolated village of
Marolambo, as seen from the
mountaintop airstrip
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God's
Word
Never
Gets
Old
MAF takes advantage
of free cargo space to
deliver Bibles in South
Sudan
Story and Photos by Karyn Ball

R

hys Hall was almost certain that after
fifteen years of sitting in a dark and
dusty shipping container, the Zande
Bibles would never be distributed, never
be read, never change lives. In recent
times the main access road into Zande
areas has been troubled by insecurity and
there seemed to be little hope of sending
them where needed. But a friend was
travelling with MAF to Nzara, a Zande
speaking area, and it prompted Rhys to
think: Could MAF help? So he contacted
our operations department via email.
Rhys wrote “I wonder whether MAF
could be interested in carrying a good
number of Bibles when you have a
plane that is only lightly loaded. We
can’t pay for this as we long ago finished
our Scripture distribution project and it
would be just if MAF were interested in
supporting the Christian ministry.”
The reply from MAF South Sudan’s

Operations Manager, Andy Judge, was
an affirmative yes, “We will be pleased to
help you spread the Word.”
Cardboard boxes containing the 1,332
brand new Zande Bibles were sitting
in a shipping container on the Across
compound in Yei, South Sudan. Across,
whose mission is to bring Christ centred
transformations to communities in South
Sudan, had acquired the Bibles a decade
and a half ago as a part of a Scripture
distribution project. However, with very
few Zande speaking people actually
living in Yei, very few of the Bibles were
distributed. Most remained unopened in
stacks upon stacks of boxes.
The boxes recently re-surfaced as
the Across team were cleaning out the
container. At first the team thought to
transport them via road to other Zande
speaking villages, but the Yei-Yambio
road proved too unsafe due to the civil

unrest. Disappointed, Across couldn’t
find an economically possible way to
send the Bibles to villages where they
could actually be distributed, read and
appreciated. It seemed they would be
wasted - until MAF agreed to help.
Rhys sent the initial request on Monday,
January 25th and by God’s provision,
there was an MAF flight going to Yei the
very next day. On Tuesday, Pilot Eivind
Lindtjørn picked up 1,000 kilograms of
Zande Bibles from Yei. He was able to
then deliver about 200 kilos of the Bibles
that same day to Nzara, one of the Zande
speaking communities. Eivind flew the
remaining 800 kilos of Bibles back to
Juba and stored the boxes in the MAF
freight room – with the hope to not
let them sit as long as they had in the
shipping container in Yei.
Gradually, box by box, MAF has been
flying out the Zande Bibles as standby

freight as space on the planes allowed.
Whenever there is a bit of extra weight
available on a flight to a Zande speaking
community, MAF Operations works
strategically to get the Bibles on the
planes. On the 4th of February, Pilot
Andrew Parker flew over 100 kilograms
of Bibles to three Zande speaking
communities in South Sudan - Maridi,
Ibba and Nzara. On February 12th Pilot
Eivind Lindtjørn was able to deliver
70 kilograms of Bibles to Ibba. There
Reverend Bets Tickson joyfully received
the boxes, excited to be able to share
these Bibles with those who do not yet
have a copy of the Word in their own
language. On the 8th of March Pilot Chris
Ball flew 138 kilograms of Zande Bibles to
Yambio. There Pastor Gibson Duja Aronn
was also thrilled to get copies of the Bible
in his community’s mother tongue.
MAF is not only relying on their planes
to distribute these Bibles. MAF’s own
national staff have eagerly joined in on
the ministry as well. Gibson Gibson is
MAF’s logistics manager, he was born in
Yambio, South Sudan and Zande is his
native tongue. When he heard about the
Zande Bibles he couldn’t wait to help out.
“When we took the Bibles to my church
my heart felt alive, like I had something
new in my heart. The joy and happiness I
felt when I delivered the Zande Bibles to
my people cannot be expressed.”
Gibson organized for 280 Bibles to be
shared among the local Zande speaking
churches in Juba. He, along with Pilot
Chris Ball and others from the MAF South
Sudan team, travelled to Gibson’s own
home church in Juba, the Nazareth Parish
Church. There was much excitement as
the MAF pick-up truck pulled up in front
of the church. The air was filled with yips
and yelps as the women celebrated the
arrival. Rev Maringindo Justin gratefully
greeted us and the 9 boxes of Bibles
were quickly off loaded. The church
members, carrying the boxes on top
of their heads as is the African custom,
proudly streamed into the church. The
boxes were then stacked one on top of
the other, right beside the pulpit.
The church service began with a warm
welcome and joyful singing. Chris shared
the story of the Zande Bibles and how
they managed to travel from a dusty
corner of a shipping container in Yei to
here in Juba and into the congregation’s
hands. MAF’s Relief Operations Manager

Adrian Went shared about MAF’s ministry
world-wide and in South Sudan. Songs of
praise to God from the choir filled the air.
Sila, one of the young women who
eagerly helped carry the boxes of Bibles
into the church, didn’t have her own Bible
in her mother tongue. She had a small
hymn book in the Zande language, but
had never personally had her own Zande
Bible. When the team learned of this, we
were thrilled to be able to give Sila her
very own Bible in her mother tongue.
She told us: “I am so happy to have a
chance to have my own Bible. I know that
the moment I read the Bible my life will
change. I can now for the first time read
through it and understand Christ.” She
explained that she no longer will have to
listen to just what other’s think the Bible
says, but that she can read it for herself
and know what is right in God’s Word.
Rhys knew that these Bibles were
not to just sit in a corner of a shipping
container; he knew God’s Word is alive
and powerful; he knew that God’s Word
never gets old. He writes: “I am grateful

to MAF for ensuring this powerful tool
for changing lives could reach its full
potential.”
We will never know exactly how
far reaching the distribution of the
Bibles will be. But once in a while MAF
hears stories of the way in which the
Bibles are making an impact. Recently,
MAF’s Deputy Program Manager Mark
Simmonds was waiting at an immigration
office in order to resolve a visa issue for
one of his staff. He was approached by
a SIM missionary from where we had
delivered some Zande Bibles. Mark says
“He thanked us for the Bibles; he says
they are making a real difference to the
community. People are reading in their
own language and understanding the
Scriptures. It is wonderful to see how they
are responding to God’s Word.” 
Opposite Community member
Sila helps unload Bibles
Below MAF Pilot Chris Ball with
Pastor Gibson Duja Aronn
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Opposite Page Food reaches
hungry villagers
Above MAF has flown relief
flights to several villages
already

Canadian MAF
Pilot, Ryan Cole
visits a village
frozen in time.
Story Ryan Cole, MAF Pilot in PNG
Photos by Ryan Cole, Samuel Haab,
Mathias Glass, and Anton Lutz
Above Building the
airstrip at Kaiam in 2015
Opposite Top Left Ryan
arrives at the village of
Kaiam
Opposite Top Right A
man with his village hut
Opposite Middle Gold
panning in the river
Opposite Bottom The
airstrip at Kaiam

S

ome places on this earth face the
unique phenomenon of having been
frozen in time. Whether it be a small
collection of huts deep in the Amazon
rainforest, a small town on the great
plains of North America, a remote village
in Africa, a quaint little country village in
Europe, or an isolated village in a remote
corner of Papua New Guinea. In these
places it seems that at some point in
time, for no particular reason, the clock
stopped moving. You can go to these
places and see what life may have been
like decades, or even centuries, ago. Of
course it may not seem that way to the
inhabitants of those places, but from an
outsider’s perspective it feels like you
found a key to a time machine. That is
certainly the way I felt recently.
Having arrived in PNG in March to work
as a pilot with Mission Aviation Fellowship,
I had the opportunity to go and live in a
remote village for one week as part of my
language training and cultural orientation.
An MAF volunteer, Samuel Haab, also
went with me. We were fortunate to be
able to spend the week with the people
of Kaiam, which is located northwest

of Mount Hagen and on the northern
edge of the PNG highlands. On April 12th
we flew to the Kaiam airstrip and were
greeted by the few families that live in
the immediate area. Then we watched
with detached fascination, and a little
anxiety, as the plane flew off and left us to
manage as best we could with our limited
understanding of the Tok Pisin language.
The story of Kaiam, its people, and its
airstrip is certainly an interesting one. The
story of the airstrip, from marking it out
to its first landing, had taken 15 years of
back-breaking toil for the Lutz family and
every member of the community. The late
Doctor Steve Lutz, Wapenamanda-based
Gutnius Lutheran missionary, marked the
centre line with his family back in 2000.
He sadly never got to see the finished
result, so for his wife Julie and son Anton
it was an emotional moment on the 10th
of February 2015 when an MAF plane
made the first landing at Kaiam. Sebastian
Kurz, one of the MAF pilots on that first
landing, explains just what the new airstrip
means to the community; “I knew that
it was special for the people in Kaiam to
see a fixed wing aeroplane landing for

the first time, but I hadn't any idea how
extraordinarily special it was for them. I
have been there several times now and
only slowly do I get a glimpse of what it
means for those people to have access
to the outside world through this airstrip.
They were totally excited and tried to
explain bits and pieces of history.“
Sebastian continues, “They had to travel
down the Kaiam and Karawari Rivers if
they wanted to go to the next airstrip at
Munduku. This journey took them two
days and was very exhausting. It was
especially critical in medical emergencies.
If they wanted to evacuate somebody
they had to charter a chopper, which
cost them a fortune.” Along with the
airstrip there is a small aid post overseen
by Yapis Petro, the local MAF agent, and
supplied by the Gutnius Lutheran mission
at Wapenamanda.
Even with the airstrip, Kaiam and its
people are still very isolated. So much
so that they do not have any significant
avenues with which to earn income. They
are forced into subsistence living and
taking what they can from the jungle.
Whether it’s saksak, a food made from
the sago palm, or bananas, or hunting
wild pig, all the food they have is taken
from the jungle, and if they can’t get food
from the jungle then they go hungry. If
they can manage to collect some money
to buy supplies from Wewak or Mount
Hagen, they must still have it flown in, or
else travel three days downriver to the
nearest road and bring it by canoe. To
earn a little money, each family searches

for gold in the Kaiam River using a small
improvised sluice made from tree bark.
However, they work for hours to only
find a fraction of a gram of gold. But that
gold only has value if they can sell it,
which is almost impossible in the middle
of the jungle. And so they live virtually
disconnected from the outside world.
During our week in Kaiam, Samuel
and I had the unique opportunity to see
a side of PNG that most people never
get to see. We toured the village, talked
with the people, ate with the people,
worshipped God together at their small
church and went on walkabouts into the
jungle surrounding the village. We saw
how they build houses, grow gardens,
and how they pan for gold. The most
striking aspect that we witnessed was
how grateful they are to have the help of
MAF and other missionaries. But also how
desperate they are not to be forgotten by
the world.
Even being in a remote corner of
PNG, Kaiam and its people are in some
ways more connected than hundreds, if
not thousands, of other villages, simply
because they have an airstrip. Many
other villages that do not have airstrips
are extremely isolated, and in many ways
forgotten by the world. Kaiam, and other
villages like it, may be forgotten by the
world, but they are not forgotten by Jesus
and His church! 

Left Cargo is transferred from a
Mini-Hercules to an MAF plane
at Mount Hagen Airport

Faithfulness
Without Answers
Through 10 years serving with MAF in Kenya amid
great personal hardship, the Loewen-Rudgers
remain faithful to a sovereign God.
Photos and Story LuAnne Cadd, MAF Roving Communications Coordinator

S

ix-year-old Samara pushes off the last leg of her trousers with difficulty as she sits
on the floor between the legs of therapist Eva Nyoike, then raises her hands for the
expectant triumphant hand-grab and cheer she receives each time she accomplishes
a task.
Samara’s mother, Damaris Loewen-Rudgers, watches and exclaims, “Did you see
that? She put her hands up first!”
It’s a tiny step, something they haven’t seen before. Earlier in the day at an equineassisted therapeutic session at a local stable, Damaris noticed her daughter softly
petting the smooth rump of the horse, also a first. Even the smallest improvements are
worth celebrating.

(continued)
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Daniel and Damaris Loewen-Rudgers
have served with MAF in Kenya for the last
ten years but their Africa connection goes
much deeper with remarkably similar
childhoods. Daniel moved from Canada
to Tanzania at age two, and Damaris from
Germany to South Africa at one. Both
transitioned to Kenya at ten, children of
missionaries, attending different schools
in Nairobi.

A Kenya Connection

They shared good friends, Ryan Unger
and his girlfriend Kristen, and yet never
met until just weeks before Daniel
graduated from high school and returned
to Canada in 1999.
Like a scene from a romantic movie
of missed opportunities, they sat next
to each other at the Rosslyn Academy’s
Junior-Senior prom, talking more to each
other than their own dates. They both
felt an instant attraction but Daniel was
leaving Kenya, and Damaris had one more
year. It was over before it began.
Daniel and Ryan Unger continued
their friendship, following the same path
through university and flight training with
the goal of joining MAF as pilots. In 2004,
five years after Daniel left Kenya, he again
met Damaris who came from Germany to
Ryan and Kristen’s wedding.

Previous Page The LoewenRudgers family: Damaris &
Daniel, with children Aliza,
Samara, and Joshua
This Page Six year old Samara
attends a weekly session with
therapist Eva Nyo. The therapy
includes practicing removing
clothes, identifying objects, and
massage

“For me it was like…bam!” Daniel
describes about the moment he saw
Damaris again. “I was thinking it’s
probably just in my head that she was
pretty and nice and that we really got
along. But then I saw her…”
Damaris returned to Germany and the
two began a long-distance relationship
via emails, phone calls, and a visit to
Germany three months later. “I didn’t
have this thing of doubting if I found the
right guy,” Damaris remembers. “Once
he came to visit, we talked about our
wedding.”

Flying For Life Summer 2016 | 15

Daniel joined the MAF Kenya program
as a single in 2006, and the two married
in Germany in 2007, staying for a year
while Damaris finished her degree in
Special Education. In 2008 they moved
back to Kenya together, a wonderful
homecoming. Neither imagined what
was to come and how their lives would
change.

A Life-Altering Birth

We’re back to praying
for specific things now,
but with a different
perspective – that God
is sovereign and He
knows what He’s doing.

Daniel kept up a busy schedule flying
for MAF Kenya primarily in war-torn
South Sudan. In 2009, while Damaris
volunteered at a primary school in Nairobi
working with visually impaired children,
she developed a rash and headache.
Before her doctor prescribed medication,
she checked first to see if Damaris was
pregnant. She was. No one thought
further about the rash that disappeared
after a few days. She had been vaccinated
as a child for all the usual suspects:
measles, mumps, and rubella.
The pregnancy developed normally
until week 20 when scans began to reveal
that the baby was small. Each successive
scan showed her further behind the
norm. At week 35 their baby girl, Samara,
was delivered by caesarean section.
The diagnosis was devastating.
“Growth-wise she was at 29 weeks. Her
weight was only 1.2 kilos (2.65 pounds).
She was in an incubator for seven weeks,”
Damaris describes. “Once I could walk
after the caesarean, they let me see her,
but I was only allowed to hold her for
about five minutes.” On the second day
of Samara’s life, the doctor heard a heart
problem and sent blood to South Africa
for testing. It came back with high levels
of rubella.
“I didn’t read up on anything until two
months later,” Damaris says, accepting
her doctor’s advice to take the time to
simply enjoy and love their daughter.
“Then I just wanted to break down and
cry when I started reading about all the
stuff you can get.”

A Brutal Year

Samara got everything. The most obvious
in the beginning were the cataracts
that doctors in Germany said must be
operated on prior to three months of age.
When Samara was ten weeks old, Daniel
and Damaris left Kenya for Germany,
planning to stay three months.
Fifteen months, 12 moves, and nine

operations later, they finally returned
home to Kenya.
“Those 15 months were pretty brutal,”
Daniel says.
“Every time the doctors did another test
the news got worse and worse, downhill
and downhill,” Damaris remembers.
By the end of 15 months, Samara’s
surgeries included four eye operations, a
heart catheter, open-heart surgery, an ear
surgery, a Cochlear implant, and a feeding
tube.
Three years later in 2014, along with
their second child, one-year-old Joshua,
the family traveled to Germany for home

assignment. Once again, Samara needed
multiple surgeries, including another
major heart operation, and the family
stayed for seven months. Once again, it
felt like nothing but bad news.
“We’ve had the worst case scenarios so
often that we’re trying to be more realistic
so we don’t get too disappointed,”
Damaris says. “After the first heart surgery
they said it would be 10 years to the next,
and it was only four.”

Understanding Prayer

Daniel and Damaris have struggled both
emotionally and spiritually. Their one

constant has been their faithfulness to
God – through desperate prayers with
no answers, the pain of always receiving
the worst-case scenario, questioning
the point of prayer, anger at God, and
the emotional agony of watching their
daughter suffer.
“I think one of the biggest struggles at
that time was prayer,” Damaris explains,
“because obviously you always pray that
God will make it easier for you, right?
And you pray for your child to not have
so much to struggle with and so much
pain. You’re praying and praying and not
actually seeing things get better. That

Left Daniel with six year old
Samara on his shoulders
Above Damaris with six year
old Samara

was really, really difficult. But at some
point in Germany we stopped praying for
God to make things easy. We prayed for
Him to help us get through it. We’re back
to praying for specific things now, but
with a different perspective – that God is
sovereign and He knows what He’s doing.
Yes, he wants us to ask for things, but if
we don’t get them…”
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News in brief

“He’s still the boss,” Daniel interjects.
“Yes.” Damaris confirms. “I can see a
lot of good things that happened, and
the way that He helped the two of us,
because a lot of marriages fall apart when
they have a seriously handicapped child.”
“And it was really hard,” Damaris says.
“We have a very different way of dealing
with pain and disappointment and anger,
but God totally brought us through it
stronger as a couple. So in all of that, I
can see that God was there. Sometimes
I’m still angry about things, but it’s not
making me turn my back on God.”

Medevac in Ecuador
On April 17th, MAF's affiliate organization
in Ecuador, Alas de Socorro del Ecuador,
evacuated children who were injured
in the 7.8 magnitude earthquake that
occurred April 16th on Ecuador's coast.
'The health minister of Ecuador
asked Alas de Socorro del Ecuador
(ADSE) to make a flight from Manta

A Calling and Home

It also has not changed their resolve to
continue with MAF in Kenya. Unlike most
missionaries, their assigned country is
more home than their passport countries.
Initially Daniel and Damaris feared
that Samara’s many medical conditions
would require them to return to either
Germany or Canada. The thought added

It's about faithfulness
without expecting
anything. You come to a
different understanding
of what the sovereignty
of God actually means
and who He is.
yet another layer of pain to the mountain
of heartache.
“God used that time to encourage
us,” Daniel says about those difficult 15
months when their lives threatened to
crumble. “We thought, for instance, that
there was no way we could deal with
her Cochlear implants in Kenya. But then
her mother called and said there was a
Cochlear implant group in Nairobi. That
encouraged us that maybe we could
move back to Kenya. Every time we think
there’s a reason why we’re going to have
to quit, God opens something.”
For now Samara is getting the
therapeutic and medical help she needs
in Nairobi. Kenya as well offers the
advantage of hiring an affordable nanny.

to Quito to evacuate two children with
cranio encephalic trauma,' shares David
Montero, director of ADSE. Two other
patients were also taken to hospital on
the same flight in the program’s new
Kodiak Quest Aircraft, funded largely by a
generous Canadian donor. 

MAF's 1,000th Medevac flight in Timor-Leste

O

n Monday, April 11th 2016 MAF staff
in Dili, Timor-Leste were able to
be a part of creating a moment in MAF
history: the 1,000th patient was brought
to urgently needed medical care by
the MAF airplane! Since 2007, MAF has
operated in Timor-Leste in partnership
with the Ministry of Health, providing
an air ambulance service for critically ill
patients.
At 9:10am Jonathan received a call
from the Ambulance service. A patient
in Maliana needed to be transferred to
Dili Hospital. Daniel landed in Dili fifteen
minutes later and the aircraft was quickly

In February, Damaris gave birth to a
baby girl, Aliza. The extra help has been
invaluable.
“God didn’t make things easier for us,
but He always showed us that our place
is still here,” Daniel reflects. “That was our
comfort. We still get to do what we feel
God had called us to do with MAF. For us,
this is a life-time commitment until God
tells us otherwise.”

Faithfulness

Last year was the first with no
emergencies for Samara, a heavenly
‘normal’. Daniel and Damaris have learned
to take life one day at a time, and have
gained new perspective on what it means
to wait on the Lord.
“We read through the Bible quickly and
don’t think much about how long people
like Abraham waited,” Daniel explains.
“It’s just a sentence in the Bible, but they
stayed faithful through years and years

Above Six year old Samara rides
a horse as part of an equineassisted therapeutic session at a
local stable in Nairobi, Kenya

with a lot of ups and downs. It’s about
faithfulness without expecting anything.
You come to a different understanding
of what the sovereignty of God actually
means and who He is.”
Although they may never have the
answers they want, Daniel and Damaris
have chosen to remain faithful to the
omniscient God who holds their present
and future in His hands. 

reconfigured to include a stretcher and
oxygen. By 9:45 the aircraft was departing
Dili for the twenty one minute flight to
Maliana.
After landing at Maliana, the patient,
a 75 year old man suffering from
Pneumonia and other complications
was loaded from the ambulance into the
aircraft, along with his family and a nurse.
They soon departed and were safely on
the ground in Dili by 11am.
Pilot Daniel Moser said: “A life saved is
a life saved. Every patient feels like a big
moment, being part of saving someone’s
life is special in itself.” 

Hyena Gnaw Attack

W

hen MAF Tanzania pilot Kirstein
Combrink woke up on the last day
of the Haydom ‘safari’ in Tanzania - a
regular medical and evangelistic outreach
flown to remote villages by the MAF plane
- he found that the elevator of the 206
had been gnawed on by hyenas during
the night.
Kirstein was scheduled to fly a medical
team to Gorimba, but as he walked
towards the Cessna 206 he couldn’t
believe his eyes! Kirstein inspected
the elevator of the plane: it was badly
damaged, the fiberglass scratched off
and the metal bent! It looked like there
were bite marks on the elevator. The only
animal that would take some big bites out
of the wings of hope could be…hyenas!
(And all that hyena saliva was a bit of a
giveaway, too!)
Kirstein’s colleague, MAF Tanzania pilot

Jarkko Korhonen is still perplexed by the
gnaw-attack: “Usually, these mysterious
creatures are quite shy and even scared
of people, which is why it’s really strange
that this happened so close to the
inhabited areas, and only 30 meters away
from the sleeping hut of the watchmen.”
The medical safari had to be cancelled
for the day, and MAF wasn't able to fly
to Gorimba for four months: first the
hyena-attack, then other damages
and finally bad weather had made the
monthly medical safari impossible. When
the people of Gorimba finally saw the
MAF plane again, they were overjoyed
as they had been worried that the plane
would never came back to their village
again. A scary thought for people living
in an isolate village cut off from basic
healthcare services. 
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a young girl, Paeton a little boy, and
Makenna chose a boy with a crippled
hand.
I encouraged those given the bracelets
to share - not the bracelets, but the story.
The Story that changes, transforms,
and brings hope. The Story that
motivated these supporters to make these
bracelets.
The Story that has now been shared
there ... and at the end of the Story, I
wonder how many children from Bime
these supporters will one day meet in
Heaven. 

Additional
missionaries are
needed!
The stories featured in this edition of
Flying for Life focus heavily on the
personal and professional lives of just
a few of our missionary staff. To learn
more about them and the dozens of
other Canadians who have made MAF
their ministry of service, visit us online
at www.mafc.org.

Opposite The Uganecz family:
Chris and Julene, with children
Paeton, Makenna and Tehya
Left Makenna with a new friend
Above Paeton shares the story
of the bracelet
Below Tehya flying “right seat”
with her father Chris in the MAF
airplane

If you'd like more
information on
serving with MAF
either for yourself
or someone you
know, we'd love
to hear from
you. Visit us
online or contact
our Recruiting
Manager,
Ray Snaith, at
403.800.0293 or by email at
rsnaith@mafc.org.
We're always looking for qualified,
passionate, Christian men and women
who feel called to serve God as:

Aircraft Maintenance Engineers

An MAF missionary family recounts their
visit to a village where no missionaries serve.

Commercial Pilots

Certified Teachers

Story and Photos Julene Uganecz

O

nce a year, MAF families serving
in Papua have the opportunity to
visit an interior village. Chris, on his
flight days, had been intrigued with a
village called Bime -- a place where no
missionaries served.
We borrowed camping gear, packed
food that did not need refrigeration, and
headed out as a family - with Chris as
our pilot - to a hidden place in the lush
mountains and valleys of Papua.
Tucked amongst our belongings
was a special gift - bracelets made by

Business Administrators
supporters. And these bracelets were not
just ordinary jewelry, these were Gospelstory bracelets, where each colouredbead is part of the Message of Salvation!
A family from our home church had made
them for us to bring to Papua, and so
Bime was the place where these bracelets
would be delivered.
It was drizzling and dark the night that
the Sunday School met. Makenna and I
walked down the mud path to the church
building that we had met in earlier that
day. Children and teens started arriving

and together we gathered on the floor.
I was invited to speak, and when I did
I shared the story of the bracelet, the
story of Salvation. I gave the bundle to
the teachers there to distribute. Three
bracelets had been kept for the next day...
As we got ready to leave, our three
children each held one of the remaining
Gospel bracelets. From the big crowd
of Bime onlookers, our children were
to each choose one child to give their
bracelet to. One by one, Tehya, Paeton,
and Makenna each chose a child; Tehya

Information Technologists

Program Managers

Avionics Technicians
For the most up-to-date list of current
positions that need to be filled, visit
www.mafc.org/recruiting.

Learn more. Do more.
Visit www.mafc.org for all the latest MAF news, or to discover
how you can serve with us or support our work.

While you're online, follow us on your favorite
social network, and never miss a post:

/ MAFCanada
Photo Maarten Boersema

