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to lead and bless our work. 
 MAF Canada Board Member Laura 
Selig attended the celebrations in 
Lubango, Angola last month and I’d 
like to share her impressions with you: 
 “Being able to attend the 30th 
Anniversary celebration for the work 
of MAF in Angola was a true privilege 
and blessing. To hear the people speak 
about the history, the ministry today, 
and the future dreams and plans for the 
next 30 years was so encouraging. 
 “It was even more special for me 
as I was working in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo when MAF 
made the decision to open the work in 
Angola so I watched and heard about 
the work from the very beginning. I 
have followed it since its inception. It 
was amazing to be there and witness 
what is happening today and the value 
MAF is to the country as a whole. 
 “It was wonderful to see the 
excitement of our staff who work there 
tirelessly day in and day out. They give 
so much of themselves and have such 
deep commitment and compassion 
for the people they serve. There was 
so much support and appreciation for 
them in the room that day. It would 
have been difficult to not be excited for 
the ministry.”
 Your prayers and financial support 
have enabled this ministry, and 
I look forward to your continued 
participation in the work God has 
called us to! 

We are blessed to be celebrating 
30 years in Angola this year, 
and this milestone highlights 

one of the unique aspects of MAF’s 
work: when we go into a country to 
serve, we commit for the long haul. 
MAF does a careful assessment when 
launching a program to ensure plans 
are made for the long-term, in order 
achieve a lasting impact in the country. 
MAF’s services are able to help such 
a wide variety of partners that over 
the years, even as needs change, 
we remain an integral enabler of 
generations of ministries working to 
see profound results in the people and 
communities they serve.
 As I reflect on the legacy of the last 
30 years, I am impressed by the many 
people that God has called to work in 
the ministry in Angola, both for MAF, 
and with the partners that we work 
alongside. Person after person has 
committed many years of their life to 
serving the people there. The calibre 
of people God has called is remarkable 
and together, we are having a lasting 
impact on the country. 
 Some of our partnerships in Angola 
go back 30 years, such as CEML 
hospital and Dr. Steve Foster, and 
the local church. We have remained 
committed to this country through 
challenges such as war, famine and 
drought. As we look to the future of 
our work in Angola, I am excited by the 
opportunity that exists to continue to 
increase our work. I believe that there 
is another new and fruitful season of 
ministry ahead of us as God continues 
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Sporting ambulance livery 
during the height of Angola’s 
civil war, our Cessna Caravan 
(serial number 18 of over 
2,600 built to-date), is still 
being used by MAF in Angola 
today. 

The calibre of 
people God 
has called is 
remarkable and 
together, we are 
having a lasting 
impact on the 
country. 

Brad Bell
President & CEO

MAF Canada
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Experience MAF

July 29 - August 3
MAF Kodiak Airplane Tour (MB, SK, AB, BC)

We’ll be taking an MAF Kodiak 100 aircraft out for 
a spin around select cities in Western Canada this 
summer. Bring friends and family and experience 
this machine built for missions work, and meet 
the Pilots who fly it.

Visit mafc.org/events for specific dates and times.

Feeling Social?

Do you have a Facebook, Twitter, or email account?
Then you have all the tools you need to help make additional 
life-changing and life-saving flights possible.

You set your own goal. Maybe it’s a couple of 
jerrycans of fuel or an entire barrel or two. You 
may even try using your social influence to 
provide for an entire flight.

Then, with just a few simple tweets or 
posts, you’ll be on your way to helping 

provide for those in need.

It’s fun and easy. 
Visit mafc.org/fundraise to 
learn how you can put your 
social media networks to use, 
and to begin your fundraising 
campaign today.

Flying For Life   Summer 2019 03



Lubango

Cubango Menongue

Every story starts somewhere, but for many, where it begins is also where it 
ends.
Because of where they were born, millions of people living in remote jungles, rugged 
mountains, and vast deserts are cut off from medical care, education, clean water, 
community development, and hope.

We believe they have the same potential as anyone else, and given the chance, many could go on to 
accomplish the incredible. They can rewrite their stories and change the course of their families, their 
communities, and even the world. All they need is an opportunity. 
Look for the Change the Ending logo throughout this issue of Flying for Life, and read about the lives that 
are being changed because of the support of people like you.
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Sister Yunita holds the 
newborn in the plane

Photo Dennis Bergstraze

On May 6th, MAF pilot Dennis Bergstrazer 
took off with six passengers in PK-MAF and 
landed with seven! A baby was born halfway 
between Ilaga and Timika, in Indonesia. 

Fortunately Sister Yunita, a nurse from 
Ilaga, had accompanied the mother and was 
there to help deliver the baby boy, which his 
parents named Dennis MAF Wonda.

born
MAF Aircraft Maintenance Engineers 
don’t spend a lot of time in the 
field, so when Marcel Boers had the 
opportunity to get out of the hangar 
and join a medical safari trip to the 
far east of Angola, he jumped at the 
chance. For Marcel, it was an eye-
opening trip to see the frontline 
ministry that occurs on the other end 
of his many hours of maintenance. 
 Over several days the team, made 
up of various missions organizations 
and church partners, ministered to 
hundreds of patients in various villages 
through medical consults, prayer 
and evangelism ministry, and patient 
transfers. 
 One poignant event was a medical 
evacuation of a pregnant woman with 
rare complications. She was flown 
to the closest city, Menongue. While 
the baby unfortunately didn’t make 
it, the mother was able to receive the 
life-saving C-section she needed to 
survive. 
 The patient prayer time was also a 
highlight, as pilot Marijn and Marcel 
had the opportunity to pray with many 
patients and not only encourage them, 
but see some of them miraculously 
healed!

MAF Pilot Brent Mudde made several 
flights on behalf of The Halo Trust last 
month, with requests for additional 
flights well into the summer. HALO is 
gearing up for a huge project in the 
south east of Angola; demining an area 
that has not been safe for many years. 
 Brent has been accompanying the 
HALO personnel on their visits to 
the mine fields, and has witnessed 
firsthand, the devastating effects that 
landmines have had on livestock as 
well as people, including children.
The Angolan government has recently 

pledged to invest $60 million through HALO in an initiative to clear landmines in 
the Cuando Cubango province, which includes the Angolan Okavango watershed. 
MAF pilot Marijn Goud shares: “Cuando Cubango is the province where most 
of our remote medical safaris take place. This will have a massive impact on the 
people we serve there!”

Pilot Marijn Goud regularly flies a team 
from Hope for Our Sisters, Inc. The 
team works in Angola to train both 
medical professionals as well as women 
in the prevention of obstetric fistulas, a 
complication of prolonged child birth 
that causes women to leak urine and 
even feces. Though nearly obsolete in 
the developed world, it remains a large 
problem in developing nations. 
 Women that suffer from this 
complication often become social 
outcasts and are rejected by their 
communities, and they are often not able to access the surgery needed to correct 
it. MAF provides flights for these women to CEML hospital to get the surgery and 
care that they need, and with the work of the prevention and education teams 
that we are privileged to fly, we hope that many women will be spared from 
experiencing this devastating complication in the first place. 

We’re celebrating 30 years of MAF in Angola 
throughout this issue of Flying for Life. 

Countless lives have been changed because 
of the work and ministry of MAF in Angola 
over the past 30 years. 

Here are just 3 examples of the life-changing 
flights that took place in the past few weeks 
alone. 



The principle of a ‘safe 
space’ for women is 
fundamental to the 
Danish Refugee Council 
(DRC). In Rhino Camp, 
northern Uganda, 
they are putting it into 
practice with remarkable 
results.

Countless South Sudanese women 
are victims of sexual and gender-

based violence (SGBV) but are, 
understandably, unwilling to speak 
openly about their experiences. Many 
are also unable to read or write, so DRC 
personnel face an uphill struggle to 
help female refugees rebuild their lives. 
 The Livelihood Protection Shelter 
is an open-sided structure which 
provides a safe space where women 
can meet, twice a week, to begin the 
slow healing process. It’s a first step 
on a long road to physical, mental and 
spiritual recovery. The women built the 
shelter with their own hands. 

Female independence 
This simple act of creating something 

new helps enormously in rebuilding 
self-esteem. DRC also provides raw 
materials which are turned into goods 
and services – fabrics for painting, 
beads for jewellery and hairdresser 
mannequins for braiding. 
 The grip of SGBV on a community 
is linked directly to men’s ability to 
‘buy’ women who have no income of 
their own. Leaving a violent husband 
or partner is practically impossible if 
he has sole control of the money. The 
sale of decorated bedsheets, bangles 
and handbags enables women to 
make enough money to keep them 
independent from the type of men who 
seek to dominate them. 
 In addition to craft work, counselling 
is available for those ready to speak 

about their experiences – the first step 
in the process of rehabilitation. But, the 
need is great for a more robust shelter 
with secure storage, a wider variety of 
materials, basic furniture, and a training 
centre for mentors and counsellors. 

‘God’ examples 
Regina Saima is married with eight 
children. In 2016, when her home 
town of Yei was overrun by the civil 
war, she and her family fled to the 
bush. The meagre ‘food’ available there 
soon ran out and her family had to 
seek sanctuary in a foreign country. 
Regina’s husband frequently abused 
her when under the influence of 
alcohol.
 However, meeting many more wives 
and mothers at Rhino Camp with 
similar stories to tell – and solutions 
to recommend – enabled Regina to 
confront her husband. He is now a 
Christian and regularly accompanies 
Regina to church! “My husband 
listened to me because my friends at 
the safe space gave me ‘God’ examples 
of how to talk to him about his actions,” 
she confides. “I also feel I am a better 
person because of what we’ve been 
through.” 

Part of the solution 
Men are responsible for more than 
97% of SGBV incidents. For this misery 

Opposite Women meet in 
a safe space, a structure 
they built with their own 
hands
Top Left Children care for 
one another at the refugee 
camp
Above Children at play 
with toy airplanes
Bottom Certified Nurse 
Awule Richard performs 
tests with the microscope

story Richard Chambers 
photos Rebecca Walker
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Top Left Enterprise grants 
help women like Nice 
Saima run their own kiosks
Top Right Women 
experience healing in 
community
Bottom Left The hope of 
DRC is to equip this new 
generation to build a new 
future
Bottom Right A woman 
does beautiful craft work 
to gain her own income 
and independence 

to end, changing men’s attitudes 
to women is crucial. DRC identifies 
positive male role models and recruits 
them to train in SGBV prevention. 
They are encouraged to spread the 
message of non-violence to other 
men, challenging cultural practices 
and reporting incidents. This year, it’s 
hoped the number of male trainees will 
double to 180. 

Rebirth of a nation 
In addition to this systematic 
rehabilitation program, small-
scale economic rebirth has begun. 
Enterprise grants are available at 
Rhino Camp and DRC assists people in 

constructing viable business cases to 
secure potentially life-changing funds. 
 Certified nurse Awule Richard, 
another former Yei resident, now owns 
a kiosk-sized shop selling Red Cross 
approved medicines. Next door, there’s 
a treatment bed and some surgical 
instruments – stethoscope, syringes, 
tongs, and a microscope. These few 
precious tools enable Awule to perform 
basic diagnoses before referring 
patients to the Red Cross for more 
complex procedures. 
 The number of these shops is 
increasing. With further investment 
opportunities now available, a local 
economy is starting to grow. These 

enterprise grants are a major boost 
for refugees trying to move from an 
existence controlled by aid to lives 
with a far greater degree of self-
determination. 
 Regina’s daughter owns a similar 
kiosk providing groceries, sweets 
and bottled drinks. Teenagers like her 
stand at the forefront of this grass-
roots rebirth of a country crippled 
by constant infighting. One day, her 
generation will return to South Sudan 
with a practical, peaceful alternative to 
the destruction of the past and present. 
It’s a huge task, but one in which MAF 
is very proud to play a part. l

This year marks the 30th anniversary 
of our Angola program. The 

Cessna 208 currently in use has 
been operational in Angola since 
the program began, and two jet-fuel 
powered Cessna SMA 182s were added 
more recently. Over the past 30 years, 
these aircraft have flown over 18,000 
flights to serve the people of Angola, 
carrying more than three million 
kilograms of cargo and over 84,000 
passengers.
 MAF began operating in Angola in 
1989 to provide essential support for 
NGOs, missions, and churches in a 
country still in the grip of civil war. An 
estimated 1.5 million lives were lost, 
and 4 million people displaced, in the 
27 years of fighting from 1975 to 2002. 
During that time, an estimated 10 
million landmines were laid, encircling 
communities and endangering roads.
 Today, MAF partners with 
organizations like The HALO Trust 
who are working to remove these 

landmines one by one, improving the 
prospects of 21.47 million Angolans, 
many of whom rely on subsistence 
agriculture for their livelihoods. MAF 
has also been flying an increased 
number of church workers from 
several local partner churches, to 
facilitate their ministries to rural people 
in the eastern part of the country.
 MAF also multiplies the work of 
medical partners like Kalukembe 
Mission Hospital by flying doctors 
into remote areas. Flights also transfer 
patients with acute medical and 
surgical needs from rural clinics to 
partner hospitals in larger towns, such 
as Centro Evangélico de Medicina 
do Lubango (CEML), where they can 
receive the treatment they desperately 
need.
 In a country with less than two 
doctors per 10,000 people, these flights 
provide lifesaving services to many 
who would otherwise be outside of 
the reach of medical care. Dr. Stephen 
Foster, Medical Director of CEML, 
shares, “If it wasn’t for MAF, I wouldn’t 
have gotten here. MAF has become 
critical in multiplying what little 
resources we have. MAF is one of the 
few who didn’t run away from here.”
 Reflecting on the on the past 30 
years, and the promise of the years to 
come, Lowell Deering, VP Operations 
for MAF Canada shares, “Our vision 
continues to be that people will be 
spiritually and physically transformed 
in Angola.” l

MAF celebrates

30years 
            in Angola!

story Beth Round

Top Left Historic photo of 
the Cessna 208 – which is 
still in service today!
Top Right The King Air 
200 was necessary to fly 
above the range of anti-
aircraft weaponry during 
the civil war
Middle Celebrating 30 
years with food and 
fellowship
Bottom Left L-R Brent 
Mudde, John Polonenko, 
Lowell Deering and Marijn 
Goud in front of the C208
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MAF celebrates

30years 
            in Angola!

A King Air 200 is purchased 
to compliment the operation. 
The pressurized cabin 
enabled MAF to fly beyond 
the range of anti-aircraft 
weaponry. 

MAF opens base in Luanda.

MAF begins working with the 
World Food Program.

MAF begins operating 2 
SMA Diesel 182 aircraft. 
The smaller aircraft are less 
expensive to operate, and 
are critical to the success 
of the flying doctor service.

MAF conducts a global survey 
called Operation Access, which 
provides valuable insights for NGOs and 
other missions groups working among the 
people in Angola.

MAF Canada 
began operations 
in Angola in 
1989, during the 
height of the 
Angolan civil 
war, with a single 
Cessna Caravan. 
That Caravan, 
the 18th built by 
Cessna, is still 
being used by 
MAF in Angola 
today.

Peace agreement 
signed ending 25 
years of civil war.

MAF assists in 
relief efforts as 
floods affect 
southern Angola 
and northern 
Namibia.

Just months before her 
death, Princess Diana visited 
Angola to bring awareness to 
the continuing plight caused 
by land-mines left over from 
the civil war.

MAF provides logistics 
for the Franklin Graham 
Festival in Angola - the 
first of its kind in Africa.

CEML hospital opens. 
MAF begins a flying 
doctor service, 
providing valuable 
transportation for 
doctors and patients.

MAF celebrates 
30 years of 
service in Angola.

Thirty years in Angola for MAF means they can be proud 
of their perseverance in staying on task even when it 
was difficult. They have proven themselves to be faithful 
to the calling God placed in their heart, and have been 
willing to go the extra mile and beyond to give the 
best of themselves, making sure those they serve are 
well attended to and cared about. MAF is establishing 
a beautiful legacy for a long time to come. Above all, 
people are seeing and experiencing God’ Word and love 
through the faith of our staff in Angola as they take time 
to pray and share the Good News with them.”

- Laura Selig
MAF Canada Board Vice Chair Person

Laura (left) at 
the celebration 
in Angola with 
Lowell Deering, 
MAF Canada VP 
Operations (right), 
and MAF missionary 
pastor Romao 
Antonio (centre).

Photo Marijn Goud



How you helped MAF change 
the ending for the Yali people.
There is a village high in the 

mountains of Papua, Indonesia, 
called “Apahapsili.” 
 The name has several different 
meanings to the Yali people who live 
there, but today it most closely means 
“the place where we are uncovered by 
God.” Because of the gospel, the Yali 
who were hidden behind the mountain 
were found by God.
 But “Apahapsili” didn’t always mean 
this. Not long ago the word meant 
something very, very different. 

Everything Changed
The Yali people group—numbering 
around 100,000 - lived entirely cut off 
from the outside world for generations. 
But life was far from idyllic for the Yali. 

“We didn’t know anything about the 
outside world,” said Unus Walilo, an 
older Yali man and pastor of the local 
church (GKI). “We didn’t know there 
were people beyond the mountains. 
We lived in the stone age - killing each 
other, eating our enemies. We didn’t 
know any life different than that.”
 Back then, the village’s name was 
understood to mean “the place where 
we take the skin from our enemies and 
eat them.” 
 On September 10, 1965, after MAF 
pilots had discovered the Yali people 
while doing survey flights, the first 
outsiders arrived in Apahapsili. 
 “I still remember the day when the 
missionary with local pastors arrived 
here,” said Unus. “It made a big impact.” 

This first contact began a decades-long 
process of learning the language and 
the culture of the Yali and launching 
a joint effort with them to translate 
the Bible into their language. This 
process would not be fully completed 
until 2018. 

The Word Comes to the Yali
Siegfrie Zoellner and Friedrich 
Tometten, German missionaries 
from the United Evangelical 
Mission, have worked very closely 
with Yali translators. The initial 
focus of the translators was The 
New Testament, which was 
completed and printed in 
1988. A few years later they 
began work on the Old 

STORY 
CHRIS BURGESS
PHOTOS 
MARK & KELLY HEWES 
& LEM MALABUYO
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Previous A Yali man in 
traditional tribal dress 
Top Left The Yali tribes 
gather together to pray
Top Right Rejoicing at the 
finished translation of the 
Bible in the Yali language
Bottom Left The church 
built by the Yali people
Bottom Right The Bible is 
received with prayer

Top A woman in traditional 
tribal dress receives her 
Bible
Bottom The Yali tribes 
dance around the MAF 
Kodiak

Testament. An abridged version of 
the Old Testament was completed in 
1998—but the Yali wanted more. 
 “When I came back to the village 
in 2006,” said Friedrich, “the Yali told 
us they wanted to complete the Old 
Testament. I asked what was missing 
and they said, ‘the genealogies.’ This 
was strange for me, but I learned a 
lot from them about the meaning of 
all these lists and various parts of the 

Bible. They said the Old Testament is 
their story - it is the story of their own 
lives.” 
 The process of translating the Bible 
into any language is lengthy, but for 
the Yali it was particularly challenging. 
One Yali word can have about 
1,000 forms. This process required 
collaboration between the German 
translators who were fluent in biblical 
Greek and Hebrew and a team of Yali 

translators who were the experts in 
their own language. 
“We didn’t only want to hear the 
word of the Lord in other languages, 
we needed to hear and read it in our 
mother tongue,” said Unus. “It is really 
a privilege to have the Bible in our own 
language.” 
 “Speaking on behalf of the other 
Yali women, we really love to read the 
Bible in our language, it nurtures us,” 

said Antje Faluk, the youngest female 
member of the translation team. “Some 
of the women have memorized entire 
chapters and know many of the Psalms 
by heart.”
 The Yali were eager for the Bible to be 
completed. This work transformed the 
entire people group in so many ways. 
This once violent group now looks to 
educate their children not in warfare 
but in reading and writing. They band 
together not to fight their enemies but 
to raise funds to construct a church 
building. 
 For the Yali the story of the Bible is 
“our story; it is the story of God looking 
for us; it is His love seeking us.”

A Lifeline for the Yali
MAF played a key role in this entire 
process - from locating the Yali to 
supporting the missionaries working 
there to delivering Bibles and 
supporting the entire community in so 
many ways.
 “MAF is a lifeline for people 
living interior in isolated places like 
Apahapsili,” said Jeremiah Hartin, an 
MAF pilot in Papua. “We carry in not 
only Bibles, but also food, supplies 
like roofing material or medicine, and 
provide transportation for people as 
well. As a pilot, it feels very satisfying 
to know that I am playing a small part, 
but it is a significant link in the chain of 
what God is doing.” 
 MAF’s role is recognized both by the 
missionaries and the Yali themselves. 
 “All that we are doing here could not 
happen without the support of MAF,” 
said Paulina Wandik, another female 
Yali translator. 

A New Beginning
When an MAF team recently landed in 
Apahapsili, they were greeted with an 
elaborate ceremony of dancing and 
singing. This ceremony explained the 
history of the Yali. They tell how they 
were found by God, laid down their 
arrows and spears, and took up His 
Word. 
 The community that once devoured 
their enemies now lives in peace - with 
each other and with their Creator. And 
their story is far from over.
 As a team of Yali evangelists chats 
with Friedrich and the MAF team about 
how life in Apahapsili has changed, a 
young boy walks up and sits at their 
feet. The older Yali people look on him 
with pride and affection. 
 “We are looking to the future,” says 
Paulina. “We hope our children get 
the best education possible. They will 

learn more than we have ever learned, 
maybe they will be able to go to school 
in Indonesia, Germany, or even 
America.” 
 Someday in a faraway classroom, a 
student might say to his instructor, “I 
come from a place called Apahapsili. 
Let me tell you what that means.” l
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When a new outbreak of deadly 
Ebola was declared in North Kivu 
Province in the DRC last summer, MAF 
staff transported vaccines, medical 
personnel, supplies and sanitation 
equipment to affected areas.   
 From August until January 2019, we 
conducted 24 Ebola-related flights, 
carrying 99 passengers and more than 
7 tonnes of cargo. MAF’s Eastern DRC 
Country Director Jon Cadd explains, 
“MAF has been responding to Ebola 
outbreaks for many years and has a 
wealth of experience in this area. We 
have an Ebola Pathogen Management 
Plan we follow to protect staff and 
minimize the risk of transmitting 
the virus. We use strict protocols for 
handling patient samples that we 
deliver for testing and clean our aircraft 
to keep staff and passengers safe.” 
 Due to the vast distances involved 
in reaching remote villages, the 
challenging jungle terrain and the 
ever-present danger of violence and 
unrest, overland travel is extremely 
difficult. MAF flights provide the 

quickest, safest and most efficient way 
to deliver supplies and personnel to 
communities affected by Ebola. 
 The World Health Organization 
(WHO), along with several other 
medical groups, is battling the virus. 
WHO says the number of people who 
have died in this, the ninth outbreak 
of Ebola in the DRC since the disease’s 
discovery in 1976, had exceeded 1,300 
in June of this year. 
 Apart from offering logistics support 
and humanitarian flights, MAF has 
been working hard with a variety of 
NGOs and agencies to co-ordinate 
efforts to vanquish the virus. These 
include the World Food Program 
Logistics Cluster, DRC Ministry of 
Health, WHO, Samaritan’s Purse and 
the United Nations. 
 Please join us in praying for an end 
to Ebola in Africa, especially as in June 
a case has been confirmed across 
the border in Uganda, and uphold 
those who have lost loved ones or are 
currently suffering from this dreaded 
disease. l

When Ebola 
resurfaced in 
the Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo (DRC) 
last year, MAF’s 
planes and 
partners sprang 
into action

Story
Gary Clayton

Photos
MAF & John Woodberry

Left Delivering medical 
supplies to Beni, and 
brining samples back for 
testing 
Right Training staff on 
disinfecting the plane to 
prevent spreading the 
virus

MAF flights 
provide the 

quickest, safest and 
most efficient way 
to deliver supplies 
and personnel to 

communities 
affected by Ebola. 

When Cyclone Idai battered the area 
around Beira, Mozambique, MAF’s 

Disaster Response Team began a rapid 
response to support the more than 1.85 
million people in need of humanitarian aid 
in the wake of the storm.
 Your response was equally as rapid, and 
as we shared the need for funding your 
generous donations enabled our teams on 
the ground to respond to the increasing 
needs around them. This support became 
even more necessary as a second cyclone, 
Kenneth, made landfall just over a month 
after Idai.
 Early in the disaster response, MAF 
partnered with Mercy Air (a helicopter 
ministry) and the Instituto Nacional de 
Gestao de Calamidades (INGC) - the 
Mozambique government disaster 
response management agency. As soon 
as the day after the storm, MAF was able to 
help Mercy Air and INGC transport 1,400 
kg of rice and flour to those stranded by the 
floodwaters. 
 One particular survey flight, done in 
cooperation with INGC and the World Food 
Program, had a significant impact on the 
MAF team and their passengers. The survey 
revealed significant damage to the EN6 
roadway, with entire sections washed out 
by the floodwaters, other areas still under 
water, and bridges damaged or gone. 
 The flight continued south into the 

Buzi River basin, an area about which no 
information was yet known. The team 
observed deep and widespread flooding - 
entire buildings under water and people 
stranded on rooftops. 
 According to Rick Emenaker of MAF, 
“It was a heartbreaking flight today as 
we flew over many miles of flooded land 
in the Buzi River basin. We saw many 
people stranded on roof tops surrounded 
by kilometers of water. It was difficult to 
comprehend and think about that probably 
many have perished. A number of villages 
were completely buried in the flood waters. 
The magnitude of this disaster is hard to 
comprehend, and we are glad we are able 
to be here to help.”
 Because of your support, MAF and Mercy 
Air were able to immediately respond 
following this survey; The MAF Caravan 
transported food, tents, family kits, and 
other supplies into Beira. MAF worked 
closely with Mercy Air, assisting with 
food drops, as well as delivery of supplies 
to the IDP camps. As the world became 
aware of the scope of the crisis, other aid 
groups began arriving and MAF was able to 
provide critical information and assistance 
to those organizations. 
 
Thank you – with your rapid response 
and generous donations these flights were 
made possible! l

PASSENGERS CARRIED

Because of the support 
of friends like you, over 
the course of the one-

month response, MAF and 
Mercy Air, were able to 

accomplish the amazing.

HOURS FLOWN

FLIGHTS MADE

DESTINATIONS SERVED

PARTNERS SUPPORTED

CARGO TRANSPORTED

Thank you for your support.
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Story Charlotte Pedersen and Beth Round
Photos Charlotte Pedersen & Ryan Unger

Thousands of lifesaving vaccines were 
received in the hangar in Antananarivo 
and flown to a dozen destinations 
across the island nation. The staff were 
kept busy loading box upon box of 
vaccines, syringes and other medical 
supplies onto the MAF Cessna Caravan.

This spring, MAF received an urgent 
request to fly over 5 tonnes of 

material to support the vaccination 
campaign to prevent the spread of 
measles in Madagascar.  Our flights are 
able to reach remote communities in 
the country, which are notably difficult 
to access, especially during the rainy 
season when many roads become 
impassable. With the tropical climate, 
and cargo that needs to be kept below 
8 degrees Celsius, flights are key to 
getting the vaccines into remote areas 
while they are kept cold enough to 

remain viable. 
 In preparation for the flights, our 
hangar in Antananarivo was packed 
with vaccinations, syringes, cotton, 
vaccination cards and everything 
needed to be able to complete the 
vaccination campaign in the isolated 
villages. The vaccines were flown in 
boxes designed to keep them cold for 
approximately four days, as many of 
these locations do not have electric 
refrigeration. 
 MAF staff member, Charlotte 
Pedersen, watched the early morning 
activity as the vaccines and supplies 
were loaded into every corner of 
the MAF Cessna Caravan.  She 
accompanied one consignment 
of vaccines to their destinations at 
Morafenobe and Ambatomainty, one 
hour’s flight by plane that would be 
extremely difficult to travel by road at 
this time of year.
 “It is still the rainy season and 
everywhere I look, I see green,” 
Charlotte reports, noting the climate 
and difficult terrain beneath her that 
the plane is helping to overcome, “In 
the dry season, the 1-hour flight could 
be replaced by 14-15 hours on the 
local bus. But, in the rainy season like 
now, it would be more like 2-3 days. 
Muddy roads are a big problem here in 
Madagascar.”
 MAF pilot Ryan Unger describes 

loading the aircraft for maximum 
efficiency, “The Cessna Caravan has 
a fair bit of space – usually you run 
out of payload before you run out of 
volume.  It was a different story with 
this cargo, and we became proficient 
at putting together the 3D puzzle of 
loading the airplane to maximize the 
space.  We would load the night before 
for an early start the next day, be back 
around noon to load for the second 
rotation of the day, and on the return 
load again for the following day. In 
the end we delivered supplies for the 
vaccination of about 350,000 children.”
 More than 100,000 cases of measles 
have been registered in Madagascar 
since the outbreak began in September 
2018 and hundreds of children have 
died. The newspapers report many 
tragic stories of whole families, who 
have never been vaccinated, losing 
several children to the disease. 
A vaccination campaign began in 
collaboration with several Non-
Governmental Organizations and 
the government to reach 7 million 
children. Under the campaign, every 
child between the age of 9 months 
and 9 years of age will be offered the 
vaccine free of charge. It is hoped 
that up to 94% of Madagascans will be 
covered by the current campaign, a 
level that is vital to maintain if future 
outbreaks are to be prevented. l

Opposite Page Unloading 
the chilled cargo in an 
isolated village
Bottom Left Pilot Ryan 
Unger flies in Madagascar
Above Renée helps 
organize the cargo for  
distribution

Many hands 
make light 
work 
There was some extra space for 
a few passengers to join one of 
the flights, so MAF Pilot Ryan 
Unger was able to bring a few 
people from the church, and 
also his daughter Renée. 

He shares, “We flew first to 
Mananara to drop off about 500 
kilos. I told Renée to wait in the 
airplane while we offloaded, but 
she wouldn’t have it. ‘What can I 
do to help?’ she asked. 

So I put her to work repacking 
the 24 small boxes of syringes 
into the bigger box that we had 
collapsed to fit everything in the 
airplane. She repacked three 
boxes all by herself – talk about 
making her Dad proud! 

If only she knew how many kids 
would be crying as a result of 
her work!”

MAF Flights Support 
Measles Prevention 
in Madagascar
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to download a 
digital copy of 
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WHERE MOST 
NEEDED
That’s where you’ll find us.

We go where others can’t or won’t. 

It’s also where you can make the 
biggest difference in the lives of 
so many. Consider giving a Where 
Most Needed gift today and help 
keep us Flying for Life. 

Please give generously.
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