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This
Changes
Everything

Join us on 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25

for MAF 
Canada’s 
annual Day of 
Prayer.

Call us toll-free at 1.877.351.9344 
or visit mafc.org/dayofprayer 
to register your church and 
receive your MAF Day of Prayer 
presentation package.

I
t’s clear that our world is starving 
for peace. Some of our MAF 
missionary families are keenly 
aware of this as they live in very 
volatile areas around the world.  
They not only live and serve in 

these difficult areas, but they make these 
countries their home. They become 
fluent in the local language and spend 
time learning the culture so that they can 
interact in the community respectfully and 
sensitively. 

For some, personal ministry may mean 
neighbourhood children playing in their 
yard, or sharing a meal, while for others 
it’s leading a ladies quilting club with 
Bible study to help share God’s love and 
word. Still others teach at local schools or 
run a weekly kids’ club in the slums. In so 
many ways, our families have a deep and 
lasting impact on the people that they live 
amongst beyond the flights that they help 
to provide.

In Kinshasa, DR Congo, I visited a local 
market with several of our staff members 
and I was struck by one interaction in 
particular.  A Congolese woman in the 
market began following alongside us, 
wanting to help us shop. Although they 
had just met, one of our female staff 
members gave this woman a big hug 
when she approached and, even though I 
was only able to understand a little of what 
they said as they conversed in French, at 

We are capable 
of bringing the 
outworking of 
God’s peace to a 
world that is in 
such need of it.

one moment I heard this staff member 
say to the woman, “We are different on the 
outside, but we are the same on the inside.” 
This simple interaction gave me a new 
appreciation for how deeply our families 
embrace the people around them and 
share the love of God with them.

In a time where we hear so many stories 
about the lack of peace in the world, it 
is refreshing to see examples of people 
from different cultures and backgrounds 
coming together to achieve amazing 
things. Whether it is building a school, 
constructing a new runway or doing dental 
care in an area with no regular dentist, 
at MAF we see every day the difference 
people can make when they seek out ways 
to demonstrate the love of God to others.

Romans 12:18 instructs us, “If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live 
at peace with everyone.” Peace is not 
always possible, there are times where it 
may escape us, but we are always working 
towards it. The impact of our actions, both 
big and small, on the world around us is so 
important. We are capable of bringing the 
outworking of God’s peace to a world that 
is in such need of it.

Your support enables not just our planes, 
but our staff, to go the distance to spread 
God’s message of peace, in tangible and 
deeply impactful ways! Thank you!

Brad Bell
President & CEO

MAF Canada

C E O  C O R N E R

When you don’t have 
heavy equipment, a simple 
block of concrete will do.

Read about the opening of 
a new airstrip in Kenya.
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I
n Bardai, a village in northwestern Chad in the heart of the Sahara, residents know what it’s like 
to live with tooth pain for years on end. When American Dentist Dr. Kevin made his first dental 
clinic trip to Chad in 2002, there were no trained dentists in the entire country. In Bardai, a five-
hour MAF flight from the capital, a trained dentist is still non-existent. On Dr. Kevin’s fifth and 
most recent trip to Bardai in November 2017, people in pain came to the Community Center 
where, on a normal day, Teda children and adults can take classes to learn how to read and write 

their own language. Shelves filled with books, pamphlets and posters surround two portable gurneys 
where patients lie – a school library turned dental office for six days. 

Dr. Kevin and his dental assistant, Erika, work on approximately 25 people per day for a week, 
alternating men one day, women and children the next. There are more people than time, more pain to 
be addressed than hands to fix it. Other workers in the area help with the clinic when they are able, even 
if dentistry is not their usual means of serving the Bardai community. Today a TEAM worker named 
Rivers, who helped establish and normally works at the local school, serves by cleaning and sterilizing 
the dental instruments in between the patients, allowing Dr. Kevin and Erika to focus their time in 
treatment of the many patients waiting for relief.

“They start to get desperate and panic that they won’t get seen,” Dr. Kevin explains. “We had one man 
come in who seemed like he was ready to fight. The tensions can get pretty high. It happens all the time. 
They’re living in pain for years.”

Bardai is home to the Teda people of Chad, a village in a sandy oasis tucked between the magnificent 
hills and crags of the Tibesti Mountains close to the Libyan border. To reach Bardai by vehicle from 
the capital of N’Djamena can take three days…if all goes exactly as planned. If vehicles break down in 

What would it be like to have no dentist available 
to relieve the pain of infected or rotting teeth? A 
dental team brings a week-long clinic to a village 
in the Sahara, demonstrating God’s love. 
Story & Photos by Luanne Cadd. 

LOVE & DENTISTRY
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Opposite Dental Safari 
Team; Pastor Brian, dental 
assistant Erika, and Dr. 
Kevin 
Main MAF Pilot Andrew 
Mumford turns the plane 
on approach to Bardai 
airstrip



the sand, rocks, and brutal heat, it can take 
weeks. 

Mark, who has lived in Bardai for 25 
years translating the oral language into 
writing, tells wild tales of two and three 
week trips due to broken trucks and days 
of waiting for spare parts while rationing 
water and food, hiding in the shade of the 
vehicle. The Sahara is one of the world’s 
most intensely harsh environments. From 
the air it’s an endless sea of sand and black 
imposing mountains, stark and surreal. 
From the ground it’s potentially deadly.  

The dental clinics evolved as a mission 
from a California church. Pastor Brian 

leads the team each year that includes not 
just Bardai but other locations around the 
country where the greatest need is, always 
flying with MAF to get the most out of their 
time. The November dental clinic marks 
the sixteenth visit to Chad to meet people’s 
physical needs, thus providing tangible 
evidence of God’s love for them.

“We could be treating a poor kid from 
the village or the Governor,” Pastor Brian 
explains. “We get to see God on the front 
lines and that’s a huge privilege to be a 
part of. We’re sent by our home church 
and there’s a lot of prayer that’s happening 
every day.” 

“We’re bringing something good to 
the people that they don’t have so it’s 
just a service,” Dr. Kevin points out, “but 
they see that it’s the workers that are on 
the field that have brought us to them. It 
propels the workers in their standing in the 
community.”

With too many patients and too little 
time, Dr. Kevin and Erika must simplify the 
work down to “choose the tooth that hurts 
the most.” Mostly they extract teeth, but 
if there are several teeth in one quadrant 
of the mouth that is already numbed, the 
patient might get lucky and receive a filling 
as well. At least half the patients would take 

half a day to address the majority of their 
dental problems if they walked into Dr. 
Kevin’s clinic in California.

For Erika, on her first dental clinic abroad, 
treating the children is most difficult. “It’s 
hard seeing the little ones that come in 
because you have to hold them down to 
do the anesthetic and they’re kicking and 
hurting and crying because they’re scared. 
I don’t understand how people here tolerate 
pain. They would come in with teeth rotted 
all the way to the gum line, and I’m sure 
they were in pain for months, years. It’s far 
beyond what we see at home. It makes you 
realize what you have. We’re blessed.”

“I feel like God’s given me the gift that I 
can alleviate a lot of that suffering,” shares 
Dr. Kevin. During his time in Chad, Dr. 
Kevin has also trained Odji, a Teda and one 
of Mark’s colleagues in Bardai, with the 
basics of pulling rotten teeth, even leaving 
dental tools for this purpose. “It is a very 
important part of the dental ministry,” Mark 
observes, “that we have been able to greatly 
multiply Kevin’s one-week dental clinics 
into something that continues to serve the 
Teda community even when Kevin is not 
here.” 

A wide variety of people come to the 
clinics, including the religious leaders 
and government officials, and many from 
far distances. On a previous dental trip, a 
6-month-pregnant woman traveled 70 
miles by donkey cart for an abscessed 
tooth. Another woman came from the 
village of Zoumiri, a two-hour trip by car. 

“Maybe they don’t understand, but even 
our body language is communicating to 
them that we really are here because we 
love them. No other reason,” Dr. Kevin says. 

“We simply wouldn’t be able to do this 
sort of thing without MAF,” Pastor Brian 
explains. “It means that we can really 
optimize our time here so that rather than 
spending a lot of time on the road, we can 
actually land one day and kick off the next.”  

For Dr. Kevin, the MAF flights are critical. 
Without them, he simply would not come. 
“We have two weeks and we’d spend half 
of it travelling. It’s not worth it - flying half 
way round the world to have a clinic for two 
days. Every trip I’ve been out here I’ve been 
on a MAF plane. It really is a wonderful, 
wonderful ministry.”

Sixteen years now and the team has 
no end date. “We’re in it for however 
long it takes God to work out His plan,” 
Pastor Brian affirms. “We believe that 
God could redeem a whole people group 
instantaneously if He chose to through 
dreams and revelations. Or it may take 
longer, but we’re in it for the long haul. This 
is just an incredible privilege and a window 
of opportunity.” l

We simply 
wouldn’t be able 
to do this sort of 

thing without 
MAF

Maybe they don’t 
understand, but 
even our body 

language is 
communicating to 
them that we really 
are here because 
we love them. No 

other reason.
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Opposite Rivers helps 
clean dental tools
Above Right Dr. Kevin 
administers local freezing
Below MAF Pilot Andrew 
Mumford offloads supplies



I
n May 2015, Melvin and Kari Peters, 
MAF missionaries in Lesotho, 
wrote to their supporters outlining 
an exciting new development 
in their lives. “In March, a new 
position within MAF came to our 

attention and we started to make enquiries 
about it,” they wrote. “MAF Kenya has had 
to re-evaluate their relevance in Kenya and 
they have decided to focus on Marsabit, 
a place that has seen little development 
and remains one of the least reached 
areas in Africa. We are excited about this 
opportunity for MAF and we are thrilled to 
be a part of it.”

Some 550km north of Nairobi, Marsabit 
County is the largest county in Kenya, 
and experiences high levels of poverty 
coupled with low levels of infrastructure. 
About 80% of the population are nomadic 
pastoralists, and access to basic provisions 
such as healthcare and education is 
challenging. From a spiritual perspective, 
many unreached people groups live in 
the region, isolated by distance and the 
desert in the north. There is also critical 
humanitarian need. Following a thorough 
strategic review of every aspect of the 
ministry, MAF Kenya Country Director 
Steve Machell and the management team 
determined that placing an aircraft in or 
near Marsabit town, the county capital, 
would be the most effective way to serve 
their partners, both mission groups and 
relief and development organizations, 
who are working to meet the physical and 
spiritual needs of the people in this area. 
“Our desire is that the aircraft and base at 
LogLogo will be a catalyst,” Steve explained, 
“to reach more of the most isolated people 
in Kenya, and enable more life-giving 
ministry among them.”

Shortly after the Peters arrived in Kenya in 
July 2015, a dedication service was held in 
the MAF hangar at Wilson Airport, Nairobi, 
to commit the family and the Cessna 206 
plane to be God’s instruments for His 
work in northern Kenya. By this time, the 

village of Loglogo south of Marsabit town 
had been chosen as the best location for 
the base due to the presence of an airstrip, 
hangar and house that had been built by 
Africa Inland Mission workers many years 
previously, and which the Africa Inland 
Church (AIC) local church were happy to 
rent to MAF. So the Peters’ next job was 
to rehabilitate these long-abandoned 

buildings, as well as working on Melvin’s 
Kenyan pilot’s license, and other logistical 
matters.  

On March 10th 2016, the official AIC-
MAF LogLogo celebration and dedication 
took place in the village, attended by 
members of the local community, AIC 
pastors from the surrounding areas, and 
government officials. Worship was led 
by the local AIC choir, and a message 
from Psalm 127 was brought by Steve 
Machell. A Cessna caravan flew up from 
Nairobi, providing a unique opportunity 
for MAF Kenya staff to share first-hand in 
the vision and mission of the new base. 
Lawrence Mbagara, IT manager, said “I’m 
excited about the new base. Knowing that 
we’ll be able to serve our partners better, I 
think that’s huge.” Maintenance Engineer 

EXPANDING OUR REACH IN MARSABIT

KENYA
Vincent Muchiri commented, “I think the 
program will have a positive impact on the 
community, because I think they are a little 
bit marginalized.” June Njehia, HR Officer, 
observed “It’s a very good program that 
MAF is starting here, because not many 
people are willing to go to remote places. 
It’s also good that we’re witnessing what 
the Lord can do and we are giving hope to 
the hopeless.” And Melvin and Kari wrote 
to their supporters, “As we reflect on the 
past year, we are amazed at how God has 
worked in the details and through the 
circumstances that have confronted us 
and tried to defeat us. Although we felt 
alone many times, God has reminded us 
over and over again that He is always with 
us. We are ever grateful for the work that 
we have been given.” 

Unbeknownst to anyone, more difficult 
circumstances were yet to be faced. In 
September 2016, shortly after returning 
from Home Assignment in Canada, Melvin 
suffered a motorbike accident. Thankfully by 
God’s grace he was not seriously injured, and 
was cleared to return to work in November.

In spite of this setback, Melvin and Kari 
are now settled in their home, and the 
base is fully operational. The plane has 
already proved invaluable to a number of 
MAF partners such as Concern Worldwide, 
INES, and CMF for charters; and also the 
AIC, particularly for bringing delegates to 
an important council meeting. LogLogo’s 
geographical position in a valley, compared 
to the nearby Marsabit airstrip, beside a 
mountain and subject to unpredictable 
changes in weather, makes it more reliable 
for regular take-offs and landings.

As hospitals are scarce and good medical 
care is difficult to find, Melvin has carried 
out 3 medical evacuation (medevac) flights 
to date, including the transportation of 
a young boy who had swallowed a coin 
to a regional hospital in the Rift Valley 
for treatment; and assistance for Father 
Hermann, a Catholic priest living in a 
remote area who fell and broke his hip.

In African culture 
a person’s wealth is 

in their herds. These 
simple people, living off 
of the land, do not have 

bank accounts; their 
animals are their 

life.
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In February 2017, when the north of Kenya 
was in the grip of severe drought, the 
plane proved invaluable to the Marsabit 
County Governor for travelling to the town 
of North Horr to meet with government 
officials from Nairobi.

“In African culture a person’s wealth is 
in their herds,” Melvin explained. “These 
simple people, living off of the land, do 

not have bank accounts; their animals are 
their life. A large part of the problem with 
drought is inadequate forage and water 
for all these animals. But re-education 
will take time and so meanwhile, creative 
ways of handling the situation need 
to be implemented like at the recent 
gathering in North Horr. The government 
representatives purchased a hundred goats 
from the villagers which were immediately 
butchered and returned to the villagers, to 
feed them. This action did three things: 
reduced the herds; provided needed 
income; and fed the hungry people.”

It has been a long journey from the initial 
vision for the base in LogLogo to this point; 
longer than anyone in MAF Kenya had 
hoped and planned for, and harder than 
anyone had anticipated.  And there is still a 
ways to go to get regular flying established; 
in the meantime we thank God for the 
present and trust Him for the future. l

Our desire is that 
the aircraft and 

base at LogLogo 
will be a catalyst 
to reach more of 
the most isolated 
people in Kenya, 
and enable more 
life-giving ministry 

among them.

Previous MAF Pilot Melvin 
Peters taking off in the 
Cessna 206 at LogLogo 
Top Melvin & Kari Peters
Centre Children playing in 
LogLogo
Bottom MAF Kenya 
Logistics Officer, Patrick 
Shioso, leads a prayer 
dedicating the plane

Flying For Life   Winter 2018 11

K
iki is in Haiti Awake’s foster care program. 
Back in January, the children were asked 
“What is your dream?” and Kiki responded 
that he wanted to be a pilot! 

Arrangements were made, and Kiki got 
to be the “co-pilot” on an MAF flight. It 

was his first time seeing his country from above.
“The very fact that this little six-year-old with big 

dreams was up in an airplane today, confirms for us at 
Haiti Awake that God has BIG plans for our Kiki . . . and 
that Jesus will complete the work He has started in Kiki's 
life (Phil. 1:6) … as He will for all of the children in our 
care,” said Haiti Awake co-founder Becky Graves. 

Whether it’s giving a young boy the chance to dream 
big, transporting a visiting church team for a short-term 
mission to Haiti, or conducting a life-saving medevac 
flight, MAF is all for making dreams come true and 
sharing the love of God in tangible ways. l

That 
day 
when 
your 
dream 
comes 
true
One little boy in Haiti has 
a big dream, and MAF 
recently helped him take 
a step towards it.



to be self-sufficient wherever possible.
World Relief runs workshops on community 
transformation, reconciliation, unity and vision – 
helping churches to be at the forefront of caring for the 

many vulnerable people in their communities.
As a result, a number of churches have built 

new tukels (small African homes) for widows 
and the elderly. They are also creating gardens 
which provide food and clothing for those who 
are starving, and give seeds to people to start their 
own gardens – putting the Church back into the 
heart of the community.

It is inspiring for MAF to serve and pray for 
those like Hillary and his colleagues at World 
Relief as they continue putting the Gospel into 
action. It makes us wonder if we, like Hillary, can 
do even more. l

The initiative was so 

successful and the 

farmers grew so much 

food they were able to 

sell 12.4 tonnes of grain 

to the UN and save the 

lives of other starving 

South Sudanese! In a 

country gripped by a 

vicious famine, this is 

an amazing ministry.

the mission of Jesus. What we are doing at World Relief 
is what Jesus has asked us to do.

“I know God and I love Him. And I love the Church. 
But when I see people struggling to fix things without 
external support, it is hard for me. I believe that 
if we can give them a helping hand, the local 
church can make a big difference in the lives of 
those who are suffering.”

Hillary’s grandfather was an Anglican Minister 
in South Sudan and he regards his grandparents 
as his greatest role models. “Though my 
grandparents didn’t go to school, they taught me 
much. They trained me up in the Lord.

“My grandmother championed the opening of 
a church in Yei River State before she passed on. I 
knew that, if my grandparents could do this, then 
perhaps I could even do more.”

And Hillary is indeed helping to do even more. 
When the cassava crop failed in Ibba, World 
Relief brought in a new variety – more resistant 
to disease – and taught church leaders how to 
multiply the crop and share it among the farmers.

The initiative was so successful and the farmers 
grew so much food they were able to sell 12.4 
tonnes of grain to the UN and save the lives of other starving 
South Sudanese! In a country gripped by a vicious famine, this is 
an amazing ministry.

World Relief started small savings groups because, without 
ready access to a bank, receiving a fair loan or saving money is 
almost impossible for the majority of people in the community. 
Members add money to a shared box and, each week, a different 
person uses the money to open a restaurant or start a small 
business selling tea or vegetables.

Of course, no programme or community is perfect. Hillary is 
well aware that the people rely on World Relief’s support.
Together with his team, Hillary is encouraging the community 

Right MAF Pilot Chris Ball
Below A local farmer with 
his crop ready to transport. 
The 3-layer bags are air-
free and improve storage 
and reduce crop damage 
by suffocating weevils
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Sowing the seeds 
of transformation

Hillary Muni is South 
Sudanese. He is also 
head of World Relief’s 
Human Resource and 
Church Empowerment 
departments – working 
to build up the local 
church in remote villages 
such as Ibba and Maridi 
in South Sudan.

H
illary is emphatic. “We couldn’t do anything 
without MAF,” he says. “The planes and pilots are 
essential to our project in Ibba. Without MAF, Ibba 
is like an island that we just can’t reach because 
the roads are so insecure.”

“There wasn’t enough food in Ibba,” Hillary 
explains. “The community didn’t have enough to eat and the 
people in the church didn’t have enough to eat. So how could the 
church help the most vulnerable, when they didn’t have enough 
food for themselves?”

It wasn’t a rhetorical question. World Relief stepped in with 
a helping hand and trained the church leaders in farming. Now 
there are 20 groups with 15 or more farmers in each group. World 
Relief provides the seeds, tools and training and now, thanks to 
them, people have enough to eat.

The programmes benefit over 120 families in Ibba by using 
simple and available resources like waste water to allow families to 
plant their own small garden.

Hillary’s humility and passion is evident as he explains what 
motivates him to serve his countrymen in practical ways. “This is 

story Karyn Ball with
photos by World Relief South Sudan



B
aptist missionaries were 
flying to a recently opened 
patrol post at Telefomin, 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
when they noticed many 
settlements occupied by a 

large number of people in the Tekin Valley 
below. These were the Oksapmin people 
– a remote community only accessible 
by air. First contact was made with them 
in 1951 and Baptist missionaries moved to 
Oksapmin in June 1960.

Piloting MAF’s Cessna 180 aircraft, Max 
Meyers was at the service of these early 
Oksapmin missionaries, helping them to 
establish a mission station. They eventually 
cleared sufficient land for the first airstrip 
in Tekin – opening access directly into the 
community.

The Baptist churches established during 
this time grew strong in the decades that 
followed.

In 2007, former missionary Glenda Giles 
opened Oksapmin High School. Known 
affectionately as ‘Miss Glenda’, she had been 
a Bible translator before switching her focus 
to the education of young minds in PNG.

Oksapmin is the fourth high school that 
Glenda has opened in a career spanning 
four decades. Earlier this year, she passed 
her latest milestone by celebrating her 75th 
birthday!

“We were privileged to go to Green River 
High School when Miss Glenda was the 
Principal,” explains former student Hensit 
Wila. Alongside another former student, 
Juda Dafadap, Hensit started his teaching 
career at the Oksapmin High School for 
a couple of years, but now teaches at 
Telefomin High School.

“It was through Miss Glenda I got my 
education from grade 7 all the way to grade 
10. From Green River, we [Hensit and Juda] 
went to secondary school and then on to 
the University of Goroka!”

When they graduated from university 
as teachers, ‘Miss Glenda’ arranged for 

New 
Schools 
of
Thought
In the 1950s, the Gospel reached 
the remote valleys nestled 
in Sandaun Province’s Star 
Mountains. Today, the Tekin 
Valley is a testament to the 
grace of God.

story MANDY GLASS
photos GLENDA GILES 
and MANDY GLASS

Main MAF flights transform 
lives in the remote Tekin 
Valley
Right Oksapmin High 
School students
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Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is a Christian organization whose mission is to fly light aircraft and use other technologies in isolated parts of the 
world to bring help and hope to people in need. Since 1946, MAF has been spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ in places of deepest human need 
– where flying is not a luxury, but a lifeline. Worldwide, MAF provides over 200 flights a day. Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada is a Canadian 
registered charity (Registration # 12994 2561 RR0001) and is able to issue receipts for income tax purposes. Financial statements are available on 
request. Every gift helps! Please mail your gift, visit us at mafc.org, or call us toll-free at 1.877.351.9344. Gifts allocated toward an approved project will 
be used as allocated with the understanding that once project needs are met, gifts will be used where needed most. 

Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada 
is a charter member of the Canadian Council of Christian Charities. 

Flying for Life is published by Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada and printed in Canada. Editor Beth Round / Layout Mark Field. Country 
statistics cited are taken from the World Factbook and World Health Organization. Share your comments by contacting us at flyingforlife@mafc.org. 
Cover A community in rural southwestern Kenya greet the plane at a newly reopened airstrip. Photo LuAnne Cadd

Let’s face it, we tend to equate Planned Giving with death, and no one likes 
to talk about death. But if you think that Planned Giving is only about what 
you leave behind, you might be missing out on some strategies that can . . .

. . . help provide for your personal current and future financial needs

. . . make the most of available tax benefits now and to your estate

. . . provide for the financial needs of charities like MAF to a greater extent 
than you might have thought possible. 

Living for Today;
Planning for Tomorrow.

Through Advisors with Purpose, we can 
arrange a free no-obligation assessment that can 
help you meet your current needs, while planning 
for the future. Visit mafc.org/plannedgiving or call 
us at 1.877.351.9344 to learn more today.

Hensit and Juda to work at Oksapmin High 
School – giving them the responsibility 
of reaching a new generation of isolated 
children.

“A lot of the students in PNG have 
testimonies about Miss Glenda,” says Juda. 
“She is not just a Principal – she is also a 
mother to the nation.

“She brought a lot of students to be who 
they are today. Some of them are ministers 
in parliament, some are doctors, some 
are nurses… So many children from 
remote places… and I am one 
of them!”

Glenda is encouraging 
her students to be a 
force for good in the 
world. She also urges 
them to dream 
about the impact 
they can make as 
the ‘hero’ of their 
own stories.

As 10th-graders 
nervously await 
the arrival of their 
exam papers via MAF, 
Glenda sets a test on the 
subject of, “If airplanes 
had never come.”

“If airplanes had never come 
to my valley, my family, my clan and 
I would be living in the dark ages without 
a single glimmer of light,” states student 
Nasep Arickeng.

The situation is straightforward for Glen 
G. “If airplanes had never come, most of the 
people in this valley couldn’t earn money. 
The MAF Airvan brings in cargo, transports 

sick patients and takes out the vegetables 
we send to other places. It brings pastors 
in, too!”

Clay John Binan can’t imagine what 
it would be like if MAF had never come. 
“Nowadays, we have good buildings made 
of milled timber, plywood and nails, which 
last for a long time – unlike the old houses 
made of bush materials.”

But for Gondo B, the absence of essential 
services would hurt the community the 

most.
“Without the plane, people 

would have no medical aid 
post to get treatment, no 

church to attend and 
no schools to learn at. 

People in this valley 
might not even 
know who God is. 
We say thank you 
to MAF because the 
plane came here 
and brought us all 
of this.”

Like many across 
PNG, Okspamin 

High School has mud 
floors and grass matting 

on the walls and roof. It is 
understaffed, crowded and has 

minimal resources. Yet many of the 
school’s 120 students will out-perform 
those in PNG’s most prestigious colleges.

It is consistently ranked among the 
top ten schools in PNG – a testament to 
the excellence and commitment of one 
extraordinary, faith-filled woman and the 
students and teachers she has taught. l

A lot of the 
students in PNG have 

testimonies about Miss 
Glenda. She is not just 

a Principal – she is 
also a mother to 

the nation.

Top Juda Dafadep
Centre The Tekin airstrip
Lower A sampling of 
student essays about MAF
Left Glenda Giles (right) 
with MAF Pilot, Dallas 
Patten (left)
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T
hese are the joyful words of 
Pelua Ole Siloma, manager 
of RedTribe Beadwork based 
in Olorte in southwestern 
Kenya: “Our God is faithful. 
God made it happen: today 

we managed to land a plane at Enairebuk 
Airstrip.” Set up by Hennie and Becca 
Marais, who live in Olorte, RedTribe is 
involved in several ministries in this 
remote Maasai community, and has been 
partnering with MAF Kenya for a number 
of years. Until recently, the support we 
could offer to RedTribe and their visiting 
teams of volunteers was constrained by 
the limitations of their nearest airstrip, but 
all that has changed with the opening of a 
new one. Hennie takes up the story.

“Entasekera Airstrip [about 20km from 
Olorte] has been the only useable airstrip 
since we arrived in 2009, so for the last 8 
years we used it to fly doctors, engineers, 
church groups and family in. The strip is 
very challenging, at 700m length with a 
gradient, high altitude and a dangerous 
tailwind; all combining to mean the planes 
could land with passengers, but take off 
and depart with only the pilot. This has 
meant we have to drive out of the bush 
to Nairobi to drop them back; a journey 
which can take anything from six to nine 
hours depending on the condition of the 
road and rain. It also means that my Land 
Rover goes through a lot of wear and tear 
and I spend several days away from the 
projects every time we receive visitors. The 
only way to overcome this was to lengthen 
the airstrip, so we offered the Entasekera 
Community to do that, but they could not 
come to an agreement. Since we are not 
part of that community we had to accept 
that we needed to find another airstrip.”

And God amazingly provided. Much 
closer to Olorte was an old strip that had 
been built in the mid-1990s by a previous 
missionary family. As far as anyone can 
remember, it was last used to fly that family 
out 17 years ago; since then nature had 
reclaimed the land, and the strip had been 
become rough, overgrown, and unusable. 
“When I looked at where the airstrip used 
to be, initially I thought it was fine,” recalls 
Canadian pilot Daniel Loewen-Rudgers, 
who first inspected it on foot. “But when 
I took a closer look, I saw anthills, I saw 
bushes, I saw trees, I saw the undulation 
of the ground, and I realised it was going 
to be a bit of work. And when Hennie and 
his team started working on it, then I think 
we really appreciated just how hard it was 
going to be!” 

Due to the remoteness of Enairebuk, the 
location of the strip, it would have been very 
expensive to bring in heavy machinery like 
bulldozers, so Hennie adopted the same 

A NEW 
RUNWAY FOR 
ENAIREBUK

approach as his predecessor who had 
originally built it. “We cast a cement slab 
and dragged it behind the Land Rover, and 
we made a roller out of a 200 litre oil drum, 
to compact it,” he explains. “It took 15 men 
six weeks to fill in erosion ditches, level 
anthills and also smoothen and level the 
strip. It was mainly done with hand tools, 
a three wheel tuk-tuk, and a Land Rover.” 

Daniel explains how he made the first 
test landing at Enairebuk on October 21st 
with an empty plane, having done high, 
middle and low passes before touching 
down. “From day one when you start 
training with MAF, you are already 
doing airstrip evaluations so it was pretty 
straightforward. I had already drawn up 
an entire airstrip chart after my previous 
visit, and it had turned out pretty much as 
I expected. As I flew in, I was able to look at 
the terrain and how it’s all laid out, and the 
chart I had drawn up was quite accurate, so 
it worked really well. I was able to assess it 
quite quickly because of the information I 
already had.”

The response of the Enairebuk community 
was very encouraging. Many people came 
to the strip, especially those who had 
helped with repairing and rehabilitating it. 
“Apparently no one believed that a plane 
could land there,” says Hennie. “So when 

Daniel first landed people were amazed!”
On October 28th, pilot Christiaan Haak 

landed at the strip and then departed with 
passengers: a team of six dentists and 
ophthalmologists who had spent a week 
supporting RedTribe’s healthcare work in 
the area. This time people came running 
from all the local villages, some as far as 
eight kilometres away. Most people in the 
community have never seen an airplane 
and so it was a great event. 

“Having this airstrip is going to make 
a massive difference to the ministry,” 
concludes Hennie. “This achievement will 
help the growth and logistics of the projects 
RedTribe runs in this remote Maasai 
community. We can now fly volunteers 
in and out, which also means that I can 
spend more time on projects and less time 
driving people to Nairobi. We already have 
bookings of volunteers coming in to fly out 
to us in 2018! MAF is enabling RedTribe to 
grow and thrive by flying in people with the 
right skills to help us grow our projects.” l

s t o r y  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  K A T I E  M A C H E L L

Until recently, the support 
MAF could offer to a partnering 
organization in rural Kenya was 
constrained by the location of the 
nearest airstrip. All that has changed 
with the opening of a new one.

Left and Above Maasai 
tribesmen watch the 
MAF plane
Left MAF Pilot Daniel
Loewen-Rudgers in 
traditional Maasai dress

We cast a cement slab 
and dragged it behind 
the Land Rover, and 
we made a roller out 

of a 200 litre oil drum, 
to compact it.
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ONLY WHEN
THE PLANE 
COMES
Each time we land, HOPE reaches 
the isolated, and LIGHT comes into 
darkness.
But it only happens with your help.

Please give generously.


