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Following in his mother’s
footsteps, Prince Harry
visits Angola in support of
The HALO Trust, one of MAF’s
key partners in the country.
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Healing by air
and sea in Liberia

Feeling Social?
Do you have a Facebook, Twitter, or email account?
Then you have all the tools you need to help make
additional life-changing and life-saving flights possible.

CEO CORNER

When I think
about the
legacy of MAF’s
pioneers,
something that
really impacts me
is the tenacity
and vision that
they had.

Brad Bell
President & CEO
MAF Canada

PAGE 08
The most Reverend Justin
Welby, Archbishop of
Canterbury, flies with MAF to
visit Ebola-effected cities in
east Democratic Republic of
the Congo.

You set your own goal. Maybe it’s a couple of jerrycans of
fuel or an entire barrel or two. You may even try using your
social influence to provide for an entire flight.

T

his year is a special year for MAF
– it marks 75 years of ministry!
We are so grateful to God for
His provision over so many decades.
He has granted us favour time and
time again, often in the midst of very
difficult circumstances, to continue
to carry out this ministry around the
world.
When I think about the legacy of
MAF’s pioneers, something that really
impacts me is the tenacity and vision
that they had. They saw the potential
of the airplane to help people during a
time when it wasn’t obvious that this
technology could be used as a tool
to carry out God’s work. As a current
leader at MAF, it’s a privilege to enjoy
all of the work that went before, and
to continue to carry on that legacy of
dedication and innovation into the
future.
While we look back and celebrate
as we reflect on the past, we also get
to look forward and envision the next
75 years. We can already see some
big things ahead as we look at the
advancement of new technologies,
such as electric flight. Even though
it’s still the very early days of this

technology, we are praying and
considering how God is leading us to
embrace and serve in this new era.
Regardless of how the tools have
changed over the years, or how they
might change in the future, MAF’s
core mission remains the same – to
see isolated people physically and
spiritually transformed in Christ’s
name. I believe that this is why MAF
has endured through the many years,
and the changes that have come with
them. The reason that people serve
with MAF today is the same reason
they served 75 years ago, we each
continue to pursue the calling that
God has given to us as we build His
kingdom here on earth.
I’m always amazed at the size of
the MAF family. From missionaries
to donors to passengers and beyond,
it seems the more people I meet, the
more I discover stories that intersect
somehow with MAF’s work and the
people around the world that make it
possible.
Thank you for being part of MAF’s
legacy. We trust that God will faithfully
guide us into the future just as He has
in the last 75 years!

Then, with just a few simple tweets or posts, you’ll be on
your way to helping provide for those in need.
It’s fun and easy.
Visit mafc.org/fundraise to learn how you can put
your social media networks to use, and to begin your
fundraising campaign today.

A Complete Fleet!
Photo Paul Woodington

It’s rare that we can park all of the aircraft based in Papua New Guinea in the
same spot - so when it did happen it was time for a photo op!
Almost all MAF PNG staff were together at Mount Hagen for pilot meetings and a
conference for our national staff members. This also meant that the entire fleet of
our 9 Cessna Caravans were there, giving the opportunity to mark the occasion
with a special parking pattern of aircraft! Pictured is our newly completed fleet
of 208 aircraft ready to launch and serve the remote communities of PNG!
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is a Christian organization whose mission is to fly light aircraft and use other technologies in isolated
parts of the world to bring help and hope to people in need. Since 1946, MAF has been spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ in places
of deepest human need – where flying is not a luxury, but a lifeline. Worldwide, MAF provides over 200 flights a day. Mission Aviation
Fellowship of Canada is a Canadian registered charity (Registration # 12994 2561 RR0001) and is able to issue receipts for income tax
purposes. Financial statements are available on request. Every gift helps! Please mail your gift, visit us at mafc.org, or call us toll-free at
1.877.351.9344. Gifts allocated toward an approved project will be used as allocated with the understanding that once project needs are
met, gifts will be used where needed most.
Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada is a charter
member of the Canadian Council of Christian Charities.

Mailing Address 102-195 Hanlon Creek Blvd., Guelph, ON N1C 0A1
Toll-Free 1.877.351.9344 E-mail info@mafc.org Website mafc.org

Flying for Life is published by Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada and printed in Canada. Editor Beth Round / Layout Mark Field.
Country statistics cited are taken from the World Factbook and World Health Organization. Share your comments flyingforlife@mafc.org.
Cover Prince Harry, the Duke of Sussex, walks a minefield in Angola. Photo Marijn Goud
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Partner with us

Photo LuAnne Cadd

Does your church share our vision of seeing isolated people
physically and spiritually transformed in Christ’s name? We invite
you to partner with us as we work together to change our world.
Request a guest speaker - 85% of the men and women
who have served with MAF over the years learned about
us because a presentation was made in their church.
Whatever the size of your group - from Sunday services
to youth or fellowship groups - our speakers can present
a dynamic and informative presentation that is sure to
engage and inspire. Who knows? A future MAF Pilot could
be in your church today.

Our history (so far)
After WWII, a loose association of military airmen formed an ad hoc mission aviation
association that would later become an indispensable tool for missionaries and relief and
development organizations alike.
As we mark 75 years of service, it’s encouraging to look back at all that God has done
through and for MAF, and look forward to all He has in store for the future!
These are some of the milestones from the last 75 years.

1945
Later to become MAF,
the Christian Airmen’s
Missionary Fellowship
(CAMF) is launched.

2011
MAF provides
relief flights to
refugee camps
in South Sudan.

2013
MAF aids in
Philippine
typhoon
relief.

1946
Betty
Greene
pilots MAF’s
first flight.

2010
MAF assists
Haiti
earthquake
survivors.

2015
MAF provides
logistical support
following the
Nepal Earthquake.

1950
MAF
begins
flights into
Sudan.

2007
MAF assists
with Ebola
eradication
in the DRC.

1956
MAF Pilot Nate
Saint & 4 others
are killed in
Ecuador.

1989
MAF begins
a new work
in Angola,
West Africa.

2019
MAF provides relief
flights in response to
earthquakes in PNG and
hurricanes in Africa.

1973
MAF
Canada is
officially
launched.

Display promotional materials - Share your commitment
to global missions with your congregation by displaying
or distributing a range of great display materials delivered
annually, copies of MAF’s quarterly publication, Flying for
Life, or even invitations to be involved in our Day of Prayer.
Experience MAF - Depending on the size and skill-set of a
group, opportunities for overseas service projects may be
available. Your church group could help expand a hangar
to accommodate additional aircraft, or even build an
airstrip or missionary housing at a remote outpost that will
help expand our reach.

1981
MAF aids
in Ethiopia
famine relief
efforts.

2020
MAF
celebrates
75 years of
ministry flying.

To learn more and to partner
with us today, visit us online at

mafc.org/church-relations

Leave a legacy of hope!
Whether you’re sending a simple gift, or a more complex gift such as stocks, bonds,
mutual funds, gifts of insurance, gifts in a will, or setting up a family foundation,
Abundance Canada can assist you and advise on the right gifting solution. We can
also facilitate anonymous donations.

Tomorrow
We can’t
wait to see
what we’ll
do together.

Personal consultations are free, confidential and with no obligation. Connect with
Abundance Canada today!

Learn more at abundance.ca/mafcanada or call 1.800.772.3257
Photo Dave Forney

Generosity changes everything

Abundance Canada is a faith-based, public foundation assisting Canadians with their charitable giving for
more than 40 years. Charitable Registration No. 12925-3308-RR0001

What a journey!
As 2020 dawns, one of MAF’s founders
shares his joy and amazement at the
arrival of a very special anniversary.
story Stuart King
photos MAF Archive, Phil Henderson

B
story Richard Chambers
photos Rebecca Walker

y the end of World War II, I’d served
in the RAF for six years and – like
so many others – I desperately wanted
to see lasting peace in the world. Even
more than that, I wanted to see people
find the peace of God in their hearts. In
1945, this life-changing vision, shared
by a handful of Christian ex-airmen,
resulted in MAF’s birth.

A steadfast mission
It took another three years of prayer
and fundraising before former
Squadron Leader Jack Hemmings and
I managed to secure a twin-engined
Miles Gemini – the famous Pathfinder
of MAF legend. Thanks to our
magnificent supporters, who bought
that slight but sturdy aircraft, we were
then able to launch a six-month survey
flight across Africa.
While the people and planes have
inevitably changed over seven decades,
the original mission remains steadfast.
As you read this magazine, MAF
aircraft continue to serve the work
of humanitarian missionaries so that
isolated people can hear the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and receive the basic
resources any of us need to survive.
To this day, I marvel at what God has
done.
Main Chad, 2019 (Phil Henderson)
Top Left Stuart King, President
Emeritus, MAF UK
Bottom Stuart King with the Miles
Gemini aircraft in 1947

Crazy or heavenly?
In the beginning, some said that Jack
and I were crazy. Others called us ‘the
heavenly twins’! But all of those faithful
supporters who felt called to offer

The sky is not the limit!
Dear Friend,

prayers and gifts for that first survey
flight knew we were truly stepping out
in faith.
Even if our course wasn’t always fully
plotted out, having God as our compass
– and His flight plan to follow – was
the ultimate inspiration for us.
Today, MAF is the world’s largest
humanitarian airline. In 26 countries,
our fleet of 131 light aircraft serves a
million people through partnerships
with more than 2,000 organisations!
We take off and land in more
destinations than any airline in the
history of flight.

As we approach our 75th birt
hd
would like to take the opport ay, I
un
a heartfelt thank-you to ever ity to say
y member
of the MAF family.

Adventure is out there!
This dynamic, innovative, and lifesaving mission has far outstripped my
wildest dreams. But it took a single step
of faith to get this vision off the ground.
A step that you – our brothers and
sisters in Christ - commit to taking
with us every time you pray, make a
gift or simply talk to a friend about
an MAF story that has touched you.
It’s been a unique adventure made
possible only because everyone plays
their part: pilots, engineers, support
staff, fundraising staff and – above all –
supporters.
Just 75 years before MAF was born,
the ‘aeroplane’ was an idea straight
out of science fiction – practically
impossible. Imagine what impossible
things our God has in store for MAF
over the next 75 years! l

Top The Democratic
Republic of Congo, 1960s
Middle Kalimantan, 1970s
Bottom En route in 1948 for
the East and Central Africa
survey

Your prayers, gifts, and serv
ic
of places – many of which e have taken God's love to thousands
were
arrived there. In following th not officially 'mapped' when we first
e
movement that has seen coun will of God, you have been part of a
tless lives transformed.
Without your faithful suppor
t ov
very different today for isol er the decades, the world would look
ated people in remote comm
unities.
Finally, a message to our yo
un
years ahead of you, I'm very ger supporters. When I think of the
ex
you allow God into your life cited by your immense potential. If
–
is the very best for you – ev to bless it in the way that He knows
en the sky is not the limit!
Stuart
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Archbishop of
Canterbury flies with
MAF to reach the

ebola zone
The most
Reverend
Justin Welby,
Archbishop of
Canterbury,
fearlessly took
the co-pilot
seat in a Cessna
Caravan 208 to
reach Ebolaeffected cities in
east DRC

F

lying with Mission Aviation
Fellowship, the world’s largest
humanitarian airline, The Archbishop
took an aerial view of two Ebolaeffected hot zones before landing in
Beni and Butembo where the virus is
being contained by an army of health
workers and humanitarian NGOs.
Following strict WHO anticontamination procedures, The
Archbishop toured Beni and
Butembo hospitals, which have been
transformed into Ebola treatment
facilities. The sites are a hub of
medical activity with quarantine units,
screening centres and blood-testing
tents set up to combat the disease.
The Archbishop is an experienced
MAF passenger, previously visiting
Uganda in 2017 and South Sudan in
2014 to honour those whose lives had

been devastated by the ongoing
civil war.
The Archbishop is impressed by
MAF’s humanitarian lifeline, and
when sensing some nerves in fellow
passengers before take-off, he said,
“You have nothing to worry about.
MAF fly in the most difficult places in
the world, landing at the most difficult
runways and they do it with the highest
safety standards.”
Throughout the Ebola crisis, MAF has
been on standby to offer emergency
evacuation flights, deliver blood
samples and fly those working to
combat the virus.
Thousands of vaccines have been
delivered because MAF planes can
transport them quickly and safely.
Boxes of scrubs, gloves and oxygen
tanks have been flown and the WHO

story Jo Lamb
photos Nick Frey

This page The Archbishop
in the right seat
Opposite Top Meeting
with health workers
Opposite Left Workers in
hazmat gear
Opposite Right MAF
Pilot, Nick Frey with The
Archbishop

has been able to reach areas in the
middle of nowhere. The situation
is complex, and with the threat of
violence now increasing in the DRC,
MAF is seen as a safe and trusted way
to travel and transport vital equipment.
MAF Pilot Nick Frey was honoured
to fly the Archbishop and his team to
see first-hand how medical assistance
is being sped to the heart of the Ebola
crisis. Nick said: “It’s not every day

that the Archbishop of Canterbury is
your co-pilot! He is a very kind and
energetic man of God, and it was a
real honour to fly him to see the lifesaving work taking place in Beni and
Butembo. The medical teams are doing
an amazing job, and it’s wonderful that
MAF can play our part by flying key
people and equipment to help fight this
terrible disease.” l
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A Royal Legacy:

Demining
in
Angola
STORY BETH ROUND
PHOTOS MARIJN GOUD

Prince Harry visited Angola on
September 27th in support of
The HALO Trust, a demining
organization that Mission Aviation
Fellowship has provided flights
for since HALO began work in the
country in 1994.
Flying For Life Winter 2020
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Prince Harry Walks
the Minefield in
Dirico, Angola

H

ALO undertakes the dangerous,
and incredibly important work
of locating and removing landmines
that still lurk underground more
than 17 years after the end of the
civil war that ravaged Angola for
almost three decades. Their staff work
tirelessly to recover these landmines,
and rehabilitate entire minefields,
improving the safety of millions of
Angolans.
Outfitted in body armour, The Duke
of Sussex walked an active minefield
and remotely detonated a landmine
to remove it from the field in Dirico
before visiting Huambo, the site that
his mother, Princess Diana, visited in
1997.
Her visit brought international
attention to this cause, and its impact
on those that live in areas where the
landmines still silently lie in wait. At the

time Princess Diana visited Huambo,
the area was being cleared of mines
by HALO’s dedicated team. Sadly, she
didn’t live to see the incredible impact
her visit had. Today, there are homes,
shops, and paved roads where mines
once threatened – the land finally
reclaimed after being made safe by
HALO’s work.
In Dirico, MAF pilot Marijn Goud had
the honour of meeting the Prince. As
they spoke, Prince Harry remarked,
“HALO could not do it without you,
thanks!”
MAF is proud to partner with HALO
in Angola, as they continue their lifesaving work. Over the years, we have
provided transport logistics for team
members and VIPs conducting site
visits, and arranged flights to remote
communities for staff changes.
Our aircraft is also on call around-

the-clock should the need arise for a
casualty evacuation (casevac). This
emergency service is something we
hope we never need to provide, but
is an essential support to HALO’s
ongoing operations. With HALO’s
commitment to the proper training
and safety of their teams, and their
careful operations, despite the dangers,
the requirement for emergency flights
has been extremely rare over the past
25 years that we have worked together.
“As people providing technical
support and practical help for rural
Angolan communities, we are pleased
to be able to support The HALO Trust
in their efforts to remove landmines
and other unexploded ordinance.
Although the conflict has been over
for many years, this material continues
to cause horrific injuries and death
to rural people generations later. We

are excited to see cleared areas of
land returned to community use
for farming, schools, and housing,
freed from the landmine threat that
existed for so many years,” shares
Lowell Deering, VP of Operations and
Recruiting, for MAF Canada.
MAF began operating in Angola in
1989 to provide essential support for
NGOs, missions, and churches in a
country still in the grip of civil war; 1.5
million lives were lost and 4 million
people displaced in the 27 years of
fighting from 1975 to 2002.
During that time, an estimated
10 million landmines were laid all
over the country for maximum
destruction during the war, encircling
communities and endangering roads.
These remnants of war continue
to put Angolans at risk every day
as they travel, work the ground for

Just months before her death, Princess
Diana visited Angola to bring awareness
to the continuing plight caused by landmines left over from the civil war.
Photo Getty Images
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A HALO worker
sweeps for
landmines in
Dirico, Angola

MAF began
operating in
Angola in 1989 to
provide essential
support for NGOs,
missions, and
churches in a
country still in
the grip of civil
war; 1.5 million
lives were lost and
4 million people
displaced in the 27
years of fighting
from 1975 to 2002.
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farming, and simply walk around their
communities.
HALO reports to have removed
over 100,000 landmines to date, but
consider that their work is far from
finished. They also work in cooperation
with the Angolan police and military
to destroy thousands of weapons and
tons of ammunition, much of which is
also left over from the war.
They also support local communities
with education, teaching people how
to stay safe from the out-of-sight
mines, and employ nearly 400 Angolan
men and women in their operations.
A project that launched in 2017 named
‘100 Women in Demining’ aims to train
and empower all-female demining
teams.
In Angola there are fewer work
opportunities for women, so this
program is key in empowering them to
earn an income, and be trained in new
skills that are used in the organization’s
operations from landmine clearance,
to paramedics, to truck driving, and
leadership.
Over the last two years, HALO
reports that more than 78 women
have been recruited from low-income
communities to participate in this
program, and 80% of them are single
mothers. Six of these women have
been promoted to leadership roles and
19 have completed paramedic training

through the initiative. These women
are not only creating a new future for
themselves and their children, but also
their country as a whole as they make
communities safer one landmine at a
time.
The Angolan government has
recently announced funding of $60
million to clear 153 minefields in
the country. One of these is a key
site near the Okavango River Delta.
Declared a World Heritage Site, and
recognized as one of Africa’s richest
areas of biodiversity that supplies
water to more than 1 million people,
the Okavango Delta is a key region
in need of conservation. In order to
reach it, however, wildlife must cross
ground to the southeast that is riddled
with landmines – making the journey
potentially lethal to both the people
and animals seeking to reach the lifesustaining headwaters.
Speaking on the importance of
clearing this area of land from the
deadly mines, The HALO Trust shares
this quote from HRH, The Duke of
Sussex:
“Clearing the minefields in southeast
Angola will help protect human life.
Moreover it is the first step in allowing
local communities to protect wildlife
with the kind of conservation-led
development that has been so crucial
elsewhere on the continent.” l

Women in
demining
“Let me introduce you to some
of my heroes; Yolanda on
the left and Elisa on the right!
They spend their days on their
knees in the sand to clean their
country of landmines, in order
that the Angolan rural folk can
live in safety, kids can walk to
school etc. I had the honor to fly
them back to their families last
week for some well deserved
rest.”
– MAF Pilot Marijn Goud

Opposite Page Top
Detonating a landmine
Opposite Page Bottom
The HALO crew
Left Prince Harry with MAF
Pilot, Marijn Goud (photo
courtesy HALO Trust)
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Healing by Air
and Sea!

Today, between the 753 medical
facilities in Liberia, both public and
private, there are large disparities in
surgical coverage and resourcing
across the country. Many hospitals lack
consistent water and electricity supply
and have routine shortages of essential
medications.
The majority of specialist surgical
care is in Monrovia and travel to the
capital becomes difficult, and even
impossible, when road conditions
deteriorate during the rainy season
which lasts for almost 8 months of the
year from April-November.

A hundred beds for one hundred
thousand people
The J.J. Dossen Hospital is a 110bed facility situated in Harper City,
Maryland County to the southeast. The
region has about 25 healthcare facilities
which all refer to this hospital, and it
provides medical services to patients
in Maryland, River Gee, and Grand Kru
counties and neighbouring Ivory Coast
- a population of about 100,000 people.
The hospital has NGO partners
who assist with training and medical
personnel, providing fuel, medicines,
food, surgical equipment, and
transportation. It was here that the
Mercy Ships team visited earlier in
spring 2019, flown by MAF.
A team member described their trip,
“Our team was in Liberia to complete
an assessment of the healthcare system
in preparation for our hospital ship’s
arrival in 2020. Thanks to MAF, our
team was able to go to Harper to visit
the J.J. Dossen Hospital and come back
within a day.”
They continued, “Flying with MAF
was not only a great experience, but
it also allowed us to save on travel
time and expenses, contributing to
an increased efficiency in our process
and a better use of our resources, as
we worked towards getting a better
understanding of the healthcare

Story Holly Summers, Mercy Ships UK
Photos courtesy of Mercy Ships

Mercy Ships International are docking
their floating hospital ship in Liberia
in 2020, and earlier this year a small
team flew with MAF to the only referral
hospital in southern Liberia to assess
the current healthcare system, and
understand how to best support the
Liberian people.

system to come and support the
Liberian people.”

Africa Mercy Ship visit in 2020
Mercy Ships bring highly trained
volunteer medical professionals to
places where medical infrastructure is
limited, and trained professionals are in
short supply. The Africa Mercy ship is
the largest charity-run floating hospital
in the world, containing five operating
theatres, a recovery area, intensive care
unit, and 80 ward beds, run by around
400 volunteer crew. All healthcare and
surgical services are offered for free
by the charity, and this is expected to
make a huge difference to the people of
Liberia this year.
In its four previous trips to Liberia,
Mercy Ships performed more than
6,500 life-changing surgeries and
provided more than 16,000 patients
with free dental care and basic oral
health education. In addition, more
than 60 healthcare professionals
received training, and a new medical
clinic and a dental clinic were
established.
The ship will be docking in Monrovia
in August 2020 and will be moored
for at least 10 months. In this time, the
team will make investments to improve
local healthcare facilities and provide
education for local professionals
on medical practices, including
maxillofacial surgery techniques,
orthopaedic trauma, nursing,
paediatric anaesthesia, and infection
control.

Speaking of
floating help...
We recently welcomed a new
Cessna Amphibian that will be used
to serve the people of Indonesia!
Whenever a program receives a new
aircraft, it’s a time to celebrate and
dedicate it to the Lord as a tool He
will use to help bring spiritual and
physical transformation to isolated
people. MAF staff and friends gather,
often circling the plane to pray, and
this case was no different as the
photo below shows.
MAF Pilot Greg Dole, who is flying
this new Cessna Amphibian shares:
“…We had the joy of welcoming PKMAG! In mid-October, our family
joined in as MAF’s newest floatplane
was dedicated to the service of the
Lord.”

A long-standing partnership
When Mercy Ships was docked in
Madagascar previously, they worked
closely with MAF to transport patients
and crew all over the vast island
nation. Now in Liberia, Mercy Ships
is again looking forward to the
great partnership with MAF as a key
component in delivering help, hope,
and healing throughout Liberia. l

M

ercy Ships’ last visit to Monrovia,
the capital of Liberia, was in 2008,
while the country was still recovering
from 14 years of civil war which had
devastating effects. Since this visit,
Liberia has again experienced a
troublesome crisis in the form of Ebola.
This devastating disease resulted in the
loss of over 1,000 lives, including 8%
of its doctors, nurses, and midwives.
Thus, the medical system in Liberia
was irrevocably altered by the effects of
and responses to the 2013-2016 Ebola
virus outbreak.

Opposite Page The Africa
Mercy ship docked in
Liberia in 2008
Left The Africa Mercy Ship
is the largest charity-run
floating hospital in the
world
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WHERE MOST
NEEDED
That’s where you’ll find us.
We go where others can’t or won’t.
It’s also where you can make the biggest difference in
the lives of so many. Consider giving a Where Most
Needed gift today and help keep us Flying for Life.
Please give generously.
Photo Rich Thompson

Scan this code with
your smart phone
to download a
digital copy of
Flying for Life.

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESS TO:
Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada
102-195 Hanlon Creek Blvd
Guelph, ON N1C 0A1
Your MAF ID number:

To learn more about MAF,
visit us at www.mafc.org.
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