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will come after us. Our MAF family is 
impacting others for the Kingdom, and 
those impacts last a lifetime or more.
 The children growing up within 
MAF inspire me when looking towards 
the future. The level of resilience and 
compassion that missionary kids 
carry with them consistently amazes 
me. We’re raising a generation who 
want to shine God’s light everywhere 
they go. They may go on to be aircraft 
mechanics or pilots, or serve in other 
capacities towards furthering God’s 
Kingdom. The qualities and skills they 
have will accompany them as they are 
salt and light wherever they go, both 
in Christian circles and to the secular 
world. Undoubtedly, they are our future 
leaders, teachers, and loving parents 
because they are thriving, bringing His 
hope and peace to everyone they meet 
because they have fostered it within 
themselves. 
 Perhaps some of the stories featured 
in this issue will inspire you, too. 
Perhaps they will make you pause, and 
think about your family and what its 
legacy will be or you’ll be reminded 
of the impact that someone had on 
your life. Maybe they’ll allow you to 
clearly see the legacy that someone 
left behind or spark the first step on a 
journey, taking you closer to Him than 
you could have ever imagined. And 
maybe they’ll inspire you to shine your 
light brightly, showing God’s love to 
everyone you meet along the way.

In Him,

Brad Bell

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) is a Christian organization whose mission is to fly light aircraft and use other technologies in isolated 
parts of the world to bring help and hope to people in need. Since 1946, MAF has been spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ in places 
of deepest human need – where flying is not a luxury, but a lifeline. Worldwide, MAF provides over 200 flights a day. Mission Aviation 
Fellowship of Canada is a Canadian registered charity (Registration # 12994 2561 RR0001) and is able to issue receipts for income tax 
purposes. Financial statements are available on request. Every gift helps! Please mail your gift, visit us at mafc.org, or call us toll-free at 
1.877.351.9344. Gifts allocated toward an approved project will be used as allocated with the understanding that once project needs are 
met, gifts will be used where needed most. 

Flying for Life is published by Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada and printed in Canada. Editor/Layout Mark Field. 
Country statistics cited are taken from the World Factbook and World Health Organization. Share your comments flyingforlife@mafc.org. 
Cover Children of MAF pilot, Brian Marx, wait for their dad to return to base in Indonesia. Photo Heather Marx.
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As you’ll read on page six of this issue of Flying for 
Life, the work of refurbishing an MAF plane was 
made possible by MAF Business Club members in the 
Netherlands.

MAF Canada also has a Business Club, and we’re 
seeking new members.

There’s no obligation or charge to join. Use your 
influence as a business owner in your community to 
help make a lasting difference in the lives of people 
overseas.

For more information, visit mafc.org/businessclub or 
contact Alex Henderson at ahenderson@mafc.org.

Leave a legacy of hope!

Generosity changes everything

Whether you’re sending a simple gift, or a more complex gift such as stocks, bonds, 
mutual funds, gifts of insurance, gifts in a will, or setting up a family foundation, 
Abundance Canada can assist you and advise on the right gifting solution. We can 
also facilitate anonymous donations.

Personal consultations are free, confidential and with no obligation. Connect with 
Abundance Canada today! 

Learn more at abundance.ca/mafcanada or call 1.800.772.3257 

Abundance Canada is a faith-based, public foundation assisting Canadians with their charitable giving for 
more than 40 years. Charitable Registration No. 12925-3308-RR0001

As last year came to a close, it’s easy 
to focus on the hardships it brought 

to us. Uncertainty, stress, anxiety and 
fear affected millions of people around 
the globe. But those hurdles caused us 
to lean on each other; and to rely on 
family and community. Ultimately, it 
taught us to rely on God and to trust 
Him in the good times and the bad. 
Many of us have walked through 2020 
and into 2021 with a deeper faith and 
relationship with Him, and for that, I’m 
incredibly thankful. 
 We saw His provision for MAF 
Canada throughout the past year and 
as we now look at ‘starting fresh’, it is 
important that we carefully evaluate 
what it is we want to return to. It’s a 
good time to reflect on what we want 
our new normal to be, and I would 
hope that the closeness in our walk 
with God is not lost. I pray that because 
of the trials we’ve been through, we 
would see people and needs through 
new eyes, and with compassion and 
empathy.
 In reading through the stories we’ve 
shared in this issue, the theme of 
family really stands out to me. Within 
MAF around the globe, family is an 
important part of how we operate.  
Our missionaries, staff and supporters 
are grafted into one global family, all 
working together towards a united 
goal. Our field staff leave family behind, 
sacrificing the closeness of some 
bonds only to form relationships within 
teams and communities far from their 
comfort zones. These bonds create 
lasting impacts and legacies not only 
in the locations and communities 
where we serve, but in generations that 

Life on the field is a family affair. MAF interviewed 
some of the kids of overseas missionary staff to 
get their take on living the new normal overseas.

PAGE 08
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MAF Angola often works with the 
Centro Evangelico de Medicina 

de Lubango (CEML), a central hospital 
in Southern Angola that serves as a 
base for remote clinics in hard to reach 
regions. As a mission hospital, they 
never turn a patient away, ensuring 
quality medical care is awarded to 
everyone, especially in a country where 
70% of the population live on less than 
$2 a day.
 Last fall, MAF Angola received a 
call to transport a patient from one of 
CEML’s outlying clinics at the Cavango 
Mission. A 37-year old woman with 
typhoid needed urgent transport to the 
main hospital in Lubango for surgery, 
and pilot Brent Mudde was ready to fly 
into action. 

These calls aren’t abnormal, in fact MAF 
Angola provides two medical flights per 
week on specific hospital routes, and 
life saving flights like this one happen 
several times a month.  
 In developed countries, diseases like 
Typhoid don’t cross our minds often, 
but for those in low or middle income 
countries, it is still very real and present 
danger. Typhoid is a life-threatening 
fever, spread through contaminated 
food and water - approximately three 
million cases are reported every year in 
sub-saharan Africa. 
 We’re thankful for our partnership 
with mission hospitals like CEML which 
serve where typhoid, malaria, and other 
dangerous diseases are present. l

Flying 
into 
Action

story Chaundra Eagar photos Marijn Goud

Medical Flights in Angola ensure remote regions have 
access to quality medical care.

Main Patient transfer
Above and Left The 
ambulance arrives
Right MAF conducts 
two medical flights a 
week in Angola

COVID-19 briefly prohibited the 
Lesotho Flying Pastors from doing 

their monthly visits but it wasn’t able to 
stop them from sharing God’s love with 
those living remotely during that time.  
MAF Lesotho, under the Lesotho Flying 
Pastors Banner, were able to deliver 
care packages to two of the locations 
where the pastors base out of each 
month. These packages, containing 
food and supplies, were delivered to 
those with limited resources during 
this difficult time - helping to ease 
the burden of hunger for those living 
remotely and unable to access supplies 

in other ways. The Flying Pastors 
have also been able to deliver vital 
information, which helps put fears to 
rest in isolated communities where up-
to-date news is hard to come by.
  Makopoi Shoaepane, the 
administrative assistant for the 
Flying Pastors, shared the following:
  “COVID has affected the Flying 
Pastors in some negative ways, but 
positive things have also come from 
it. We were unable to reach out to the 
people in the mountains for several 
months because there has been no 
movement and everyone had to 
stay home. Many people became 
discouraged; some lost their jobs and 
everyone was just stuck in one place. 
Some gave up on Salvation, they really 
lost hope. But, bit by bit, we’ve started 
to visit again. People are being revived, 
and they’re willing to continue and 
move forward with God.”
 MAF Lesotho plays a vital part in this 
ministry and its role in furthering the 

Information & photo Jenn Wolf

Top  Larry and Ruth 
Nicholson 
(credit: Jill Vine)
Above Larry supervises 
the engine overhaul of 
a South-Sudan based 
Caravan
(credit: Ryan Cuthel)

Update:
Lesotho 
Flying Pastors

Larry and Ruth Nicholson have been 
serving with MAF for three decades 

and across three locations - Ethiopia, 
Papua New Guinea and most recently 
Uganda. When they joined the Uganda 
program in 2018, they brought with 
them a wealth of experience.  
 Their five grown children are a 
testament to their ministry, with three 
of them returning to work and live 
in East Africa, modeling the servant-
heartedness of their parents and 
carrying on a legacy of showing God’s 
love to others.
 Larry is an experienced Aircraft 
Engineer, and is the Turbine Engine 
Specialist for MAF International. He 
oversees the maintenance of the 33 
turbine engines MAF operates across 
10 countries, often travelling for 
projects which enables him to pass on 
his knowledge to others. In 2019, he 
travelled to Australia, carrying parts 

from one engine to transfer to an-other 
- saving $35,000 with just a few days of 
work.
 “I especially like to work out creative 
ways to manage our engines so that we 
can save money and, at the same time, 
keep our high standards of safety. I love 
traveling from program to program, 
training engineers and helping out 
wherever needed. Transferring to 
our young engineers some of the 
knowledge I have gained after 45 years 
in the business is important.”
 While Larry works on the aircraft, 
Ruth passionately works with people.  
She manages the MAF Uganda 
guesthouse within her own home; a 
busy revolving door of pilots, engineers 
and visitors to the Uganda program. At 
any time of day or night, she ensures 
people have a comfortable bed and 
warm meal to come home to. As a 
busy program and training base, there 
is hardly ever a day without company 
upstairs and Ruth enjoys making 
the guesthouse a home away from 
home for her visitors. She makes sure 
everyone feels welcome, and interns 
have often commented on how being 
invited to Ruth’s for supper feels like a 
real, family dinner. 
 Together, Larry and Ruth have served 
humbly and with distinction over 
the years. Their unique purpose and 
passion for ministry has helped further 
God’s love across the globe. l

A Legacy 
of Love

Gospel. They now support, and have 
recently placed, a local pastoral couple 
to live and minister in the remote 
TIhanyaku area of north east Lesotho.  
There, they are able to share God’s word 
and support new believers - hiking 
each weekday to various small villages 
to lead Bible study groups. Being able 
to complement and follow-up on the 
monthly Flying Pastors’ visits is an 
amazing way to disciple new-believers 
and further the Kingdom of God in the 
mountains of Lesotho.l

Larry And Ruth Nicholson, 
serving with MAF for over 
30 years… and counting.

story Jill Vine



Rob Barber usually arrives at the 
hangar just before 6am, giving him 

time to read and pray before his work 
starts. As an aircraft engineer working 
in a Christian environment, he’s able to 
share and pray openly with everyone 
on his team - a great and important 
beginning to each day.  
 The Bible makes many references to 
Christian life being a team effort, with 
everyone using their gifts and abilities 
to bring glory to God within the body 
of Christ. Aircraft maintenance plays 
a huge part in the good stewardship 
of the resources we have within MAF. 
By always striving for excellence 
in maintenance tasks, engineers 
contribute to the safe and efficient 
use of our aircraft in every location 
we serve worldwide, as we look to 
see “isolated people physically and 
spiritually transformed.”
 “I love seeing and meeting the 
people that we fly, hearing how the 
Gospel is spreading and how lives are 

being transformed slowly but surely. 
I love that I can share my talents and 
serve God in the advancement of His 
kingdom around the world - what 
could be greater?”
 Rob is currently in the midst of 
painting one of the Madagascar 
program C182s, the second in a few 
years. Given the environment that 
MAF Madagascar aircraft operate in - 
tropical, hot, humid, and near the salt of 
the ocean - it’s very important that the 
paint be in good shape. Once it starts to 
deteriorate, moisture can get between 
the layers of aircraft skin and cause 
corrosion, which is detrimental to the 
longevity of the aircraft. 
 “The first step in the painting 
process is removing the old paint and 
repairing any areas of corrosion prior 
to starting the job. This can be quite 
time consuming, but paint actually 
weighs a lot given the surface area of 
the entire plane. If we kept adding new 
layers of paint on top of the old, the 

How a paint job 
in Madagascar 
helps MAF be 
great stewards 
of our resources.

Story Chaundra Eagar   
Photos Patrick Keller

airplane would get heavier - meaning 
we couldn’t carry as many passengers 
or as much cargo.” 
 Being part of a team within MAF 
means everyone is working together 
for a common goal, using their gifts 
in various ways; teams of skilled 
engineers keep the aircraft safe and in 
great repair, then those planes transport 
passengers and supplies, which go on 
to impact others for good.  
 “This mission could not happen 
without everyone! The other day I 
was updating the resourcing group, 
MAF Netherlands, that funded the 
complete refurbishment of this aircraft 
so that they could update the donor, 
a member of the MAF NL Business 
Club. I took the opportunity to share 
this with them: Without the donor 
giving us this resource - and without 
the support group spending time and 
building a relationship with the donor 
- this project would have never even 
begun. There are people supporting our 
work here from all over the world, and 
because of that support we all have an 
impact on peoples’ lives and the spread 
of the Gospel in Madagascar. We are 
all a part of the body and we all play a 
special role. It’s an incredible thing to 
be a part of.” l

Opposite Page Rob 
Barber in the paint 
booth
Above Right The 182 
down to the bare metal
Middle Masking the 
livery
Below Enjoying his 
work
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Theo Eagar on his first 
MAF flight with his 
Dad, Matt, in Uganda

Growing up as a missionary kid has its challenges and blessings. 
We asked some of our MAF kids to tell us about their lives and 
homes.

It takes a team to accomplish great 
things for the Kingdom of God – those 

who pray, those who give, and those who 
go. When we consider those who go, we 
often think of the missionaries. But what 
about those who go with?  
 Growing up on the mission field comes 
with certain challenges. It’s hard to say 
goodbye, feel far from family or know 
exactly where home is. But it comes with 
equally as many blessings! It helps our 
kids grow compassion, resilience and 
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Interviews by Chaundra Eagar

courage through experiences and God’s 
Grace. It shows them love in action every 
single day.
 And maybe, just maybe, it inspires the 
next generation to pursue a life of serving 
others.  
 We interviewed some Canadian kids on 
the field about home and life, and what 
it means to be a part of MAF. Please join 
us in praying for these children and their 
parents, wherever they may serve.
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Lily Kowalski, 9 - Uganda

I consider Africa my home; here in Uganda and also in Botswana. My dad works 
for MAF as the Operations Manager and my mom is our school teacher. Mom 
goes to Kisenyi and works with street boys, and Mom and Dad bring food to 
refugee families. It’s hardly ever hot in Canada but living in Uganda can be very, 
very hot but really fun because we live near lots of other MAF children. My 
favourite thing to do here is swim!

Makenna Uganecz, 12 - Indonesia

Papua is home to me. When I think about home, I imagine the MAF base, my 
friends and the school. When we go back to Papua the first thing I’m going to 
do is spend time with my cats, Capp-n-Cino, and see my room. I like playing 
outside with my brother and we have had lots of pets; turtles, a bunny, mice, 
fish, birds, more cats and, of course, baby green tree lizards that we catch 
outside! I love sports and music, and I sing all the time.

I like airports, they are fun but I don’t want to go back to Canada permanently. I 
can call and text my grandparents and my older sister, Tehya lots.

Even though I live in Uganda, I feel like Canada is my home. In Canada, you can 
drink water from the tap! Both countries have motorcycles but Uganda has 
more. In backyards, both countries have playhouses for kids. I have seen these 
with my own eyes and know that it’s true!

My dad works at MAF. He is the Operations Manager so he doesn’t fly anymore, 
but he’s like the boss. My sister is my playmate, and it makes me sad that my 
brother lives so far away now, he’s my one and only brother! I like living here 
because there are lots of friends to play with but I’m sad there is no snow. I love 
to play outside, ride my bike, pretend we’re pirates, and play bingo.

Xander Kowalski, 7 - Uganda

To me, being home means being in my house and jumping on the trampoline, 
and my family is here. I love to play soccer and I like playing piano, especially 
Pirates of the Caribbean. I love my dogs!

I love MAF, and I like hearing what my dad does when we are in Canada 
speaking at churches. I like visiting Canada, I want to move back someday. I like 
airports - the one in Madagascar isn’t that great but the ones in Canada have 
donuts, so I like those!

Wesley Barber, 12 - Madagascar

I live in Madagascar but call Canada home. My dad fixes airplanes and Mom 
teaches us. In Madagascar it’s hot, and the birds are so nice. Canada is different 
from Madagascar because Canada has donuts. 

Lego is cheaper in Canada, and driving is faster and easier there. In Madagascar, 
I like that the pools are outside! 

When I grow up, I’d like to be a hockey player.

Calvin Barber, 9 - Madagascar

Where I call home? Hmm, that’s a tricky one. Juba. My other home is Canada. I 
like both. I like playing with my friends. I like being with my family. I like visiting 
the Nile river. I live on a compound, we have guards and walls with barbed wire 
so no one can get in. I like the cat on our compound.

Canada has a lot nicer houses than Juba. The roads are a lot smoother in 
Canada, too. Here in Juba there are houses made out of dry mud.

My favourite things to do are playing with my drone, Lego, and with the cat on 
our com-pound.

My dad flies a plane, he helps people. My dad picks up sick people and flies 
them to the hospital so they can get help. He also delivers medicines. I don’t 
think there is anything more that he does. Mom is a teacher and she teaches the 
local kids at a school made out of bamboo and mud. She also teaches at my 
school. She also babysits my sister.

When I grow up, I want to fly a helicopter. I hope that MAF flies helicopters 
one day. I have a Lego helicopter that I love, so that’s why I want to be a 
helicopter pilot. Or maybe I would like to be a pilot who flies a plane. Either way, 
I want to help people.

William Ball, 7 - South Sudan

I like Canada a little bit but not so much because it’s pretty cold and my brother 
pushes me into the snow sometimes. Life was super fun in Uganda because my 
best friend always came over. And I got to swim at school on Tuesdays. My dad 
flew the MAF plane and I got to ride up front with him one time.

In Uganda I could wear shorts everyday and once we caught two chameleons. 
My friend’s one ran away but then we found it in a bush! In Canada we don’t 
catch lizards and I have to wear mittens or it feels like my hands will fall off.

Theo Eagar - 7,  Canada (formerly in Uganda)

Kaitlyn Henderson, 13 - Chad

Home is where my family is. It is a place where you can be yourself. It’s my 
parents loving us kids and raising us the way God wants them to. Everyone in my 
family is probably my best friend forever, and I know they love me.

The first thing I remember about arriving in Chad was how hot it was it was. It 
might have been 40 degrees Celsius, and we had to stand by the plane waiting 
for the bus. I always feel excited to go back to Canada, but I don’t think I would 
like to move here permanently until I absolutely have to.

MAF to me, is an organization that helps people. They help spread the Gospel by 
flying pastors into villages that really need Jesus and the Bible.

In some ways, I’m involved in MAF. I’m not going out and flying a plane or working in the office, but what I can 
do is get involved with the wonderful kids in our neighbourhood. Sometimes my mom’s Chadian friends come 
and visit. So me, Lily, and Evie play with the kids. My favourite girl is called Fatima! She is about my age and 
even though I don’t speak a lot of French, we play on the trampoline or swings or in the tree house. It is really 
cool getting involved.

The hardest thing is saying goodbye. I have had to say goodbye to over 20 families in the past seven years, so 
that is a hard because friends are important. What makes it worth it is seeing my mom’s friends accept Jesus. 
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(Points to house) My house is there. I have Mom and Dad, my brother 
and sister - my stuffies, too! 

(When asked about what her parents do with MAF). They work! My dad 
flies an airplane, he speaks into a microphone on his headset. 

That’s about it.

Katelyn Ball, (almost) 3 - South Sudan

I call home here because I grew up here in Juba, and Canada too - because I 
was born there. In Canada there are water-parks and awesome playgrounds. 
In Juba, the only playground is on the MAF compound. There is McDonalds in 
Canada, but no McDonalds here!

My parents help people. My dad flies airplanes. I want to be a nurse when I grow 
up so I can help people, too. 

Addyson Ball, 5 - South Sudan

Home, for me, is Madagascar. It’s the place I live, and my pets are nearby. 
The first thing I remember about arriving in Madagascar was the heat and the 
waxy smell of the floor, and the mosquitoes. In my free time, I like to read, 
draw and do watercolor. I also play the piano and want to learn the violin.

I get excited about going to Canada but a little sad, too. Airports are pretty 
‘meh’, but it’s part of life! I enjoy watching my dad’s presentations about MAF, 
because it lets me see what he does.

Faith Barber, 14 - Madagascar

My name is Joyanne, I have three brothers and sisters and we have a Great Dane 
and a Labrador-Ridgeback. With MAF, my dad helps by fixing the airplanes and 
he also teaches other people how to fix them. I’m taking piano lessons with my 
mom.

Canada is different than living in Madagascar because I have family in Canada. 
The roads and stores are better in Canada. In Madagascar we don’t have skating 
rinks, traffic lights, or playgrounds.

I like that it’s sunny and warm in Madagascar. I like to jump on the trampoline 
and draw outside because it gives me ideas for my books. I love reading! When 
I grow up I want to be an author, or else a Language Arts teacher because I’m 
good at writing.

Joyanne Barber, 10 - Madagascar

Well, I call home Canada, but I also call it Goroka. But pretty much Canada. It 
depends on what type of home. I have only one brother and my mom and dad 
and all my cousins and my grandparents and my aunts and uncles. I know my 
dad flies for MAF as a pilot. And my mom is - I think she is one of the people on 
the compound who sends out emails and stuff.

in Goroka you can always tell that it’s not going to snow. But in Canada, unless 
the radio says, “It’s going to snow,” you don’t know when it’s going to because it 
could snow in the middle of summer, or whenever. I miss the snow sometimes. 
Also, in Canada we have family and I have a lot of favourite places. 

In Garoka, we get up early, eat breakfast, get to the bus stop and go to school 
for the day. I like school. I get to sit next to my friends and we do fun activities 
sometimes. I like everything about Garoka. Like MAF and my friends and the 
compound. I like living on the compound because there is a fence and I feel 
safer.

Hannah Neufeld - 7,  Papua New Guinea

Jaclynn Dole, 14 - Indonesia

Home could be anywhere in Canada or America. It is family and friends in Sentani, 
and Merauke is a home where I can recharge from all the crazy adventures. 
Home looks like a building full of people you care about. And what makes my 
house feel like home is hearing my brothers goof off and make jokes, or when 
mom does her victory dance after she successfully makes something new to 
eat that ends up being devoured in minutes, and getting sweaty hugs from my 
dad when he arrives home from work. And even if the neighbours’ roosters that 
crow all night, it makes it feel like home.

I am not a big fan of airports. Although the Vancouver airport is nice and it has an 
A&W right by a big fish tank on the International side. The first thing I remember when we 
arrived in Indonesia was meeting a guy who was going to help us get all our bags to Salatiga, and he took us 
to the A&W in the Jakarta airport. At first, it felt strange to see all the curious stares or being asked to have my 
picture taken by strangers. Now that I’m a bit more comfortable, I get to enjoy making people smile just by 
waving at them or taking selfies with them when they ask.

There’s so many cool people in MAF and they take really good care of us. During and after the big earthquake 
in Lombok, our teammates called and checked to see if we were fine. And when we got to Sentani, they made 
breakfast for us and member care talked with us and helped us walk through that tough time. When I finish 
school, I’m not completely sure what I want to do, but I’m thinking about going into animal therapy. Mostly 
because I like animals and I want to be able to help people walk through tough times.

Neufeld Henderson Uganecz Barber Kowalski Dole Ball Eagar

Meet the families.

To learn more about the families of these children, or any of the over 40 families and 
individuals who serve with MAF as pilots, aircraft mechanics, teachers, or IT or logistics 
specialists, visit our website at mafc.org/missionaries.



Phil and I went to Prairie Bible 
Institute for the aviation program, 

where God provided for all our needs, 
financially and in many other ways. 
That was a good faith-building time, 
to prepare us for joining MAF. When 
MAF Canada suggested Chad, we were 
able to look back and see the ways God 
had provided for us in the past, and we 
were able to look forward to a difficult 
place with confidence that God would 
be with us. 
 We definitely didn’t choose Chad; 
there were so many initial reasons to 
say no. But if we said no, it would be 
like telling God we didn’t really trust 
Him to take care of us. When we first 
arrived I didn’t engage much with the 
neighborhood around me, as I was so 
busy caring for my family. But when we 
arrived back after a break in 2018, it felt 
like coming home. I had more capacity 
to look at some of the needs around 
me, to ask, ‘what are things that I can 
get involved with?’ And the Lord just 
brought things.
 There was a lady living nearby with 
eleven kids and I wondered if there 
was a way to help her make a living for 
them. I thought of helping her start a 
little roadside store, and she was very 
excited about it. One of my friends in 
Canada heard about this opportunity 
to help a mom with eleven kids, to pay 

school fees, to increase their social and 
economic standing, to allow them to be 
sustainable without having to borrow 
from others. This generous donor was 
eager to help, and so we partnered in a 
social business venture.
 We discovered that little roadside 
stores are a great way to teach about 
money and to create opportunities to 
share God’s love in a practical way. We 
wanted to see people gain freedom 
from borrowing money and being 
a victim of life’s emergencies like 
unforeseen medical expenses. So that’s 
where this idea came from and it has 
flowed from there.
 I have also been involved in an 
income-generating project with some 
single moms, which came about 
randomly but was obviously God-
ordained. In March 2019, I met a lady 
called Sarah. Sarah was a single mom 
of eight kids looking for income. I hired 
her to take care of an older lady who 
needed 24/7 care giving. 
 I had found this older lady one day 
trying to cross the street, even though 
she couldn’t walk. I asked someone to 
help me and we took her across the 
road where she just wanted to sit in the 
dirt. Her dress was soaked in urine and 
she hadn’t bathed in a long time, yet 
she was smiling at me and shaking my 
hand. It was really upsetting to me that 

someone was living like that, it broke 
my heart and I cried when I got home. 
Through a friend, I was connected 
with Sarah and she agreed to look after 
this lady. It was a messy job as she was 
incontinent and didn’t have running 
water or proper toilet facilities. So Sarah 
had to clean up a lot of mess, wash her, 
cook for her, and be with her. She said 
yes to the job when a lot of other people 
said no; she has a heart of gold. It was 
a huge challenge, but she did it with 
joy, and through Sarah, that older lady 
became a Christian and is now with 
Jesus.
 One day, Sarah brought her loom 
machine to work with her, a manual 
non-electric loom that makes knitted 
items very efficiently. She could make 
a knitted baby hat in 20 minutes! 
When I learned these machines can be 
bought in Chad, I realized this would 
be a perfect skill for Sarah to teach 
other single moms. Through contacts 
in the neighborhood, Sarah found 
Muslim single moms who were really 
struggling, to come and learn how to 
use the loom. So many ladies heard 
about it that she had to turn people 
away as we could only have five in 
each class. We wanted to provide this 
opportunity to single mothers who did 
not know Jesus.
 The main reason we pursued these 

ladies is because we want them to come 
to know the everlasting hope that God 
gives through His son, as life here is 
hopeless for so many. Sarah was a God-
appointed teacher as she was be able 
to share her testimony with the ladies 
as she interacted with them. We also 
started this loom class to help the ladies 
gain financial wisdom. A lot of people 
in Chad live day to day and most have 
never been taught or had the means to 
save for life’s emergencies.
 Each class lasted for about three 
months, and by the end they could 
make hats, socks, diaper covers and 
baby leggings; child and adult size 
sweaters; and baby blankets. Now they 
can make between $2-$6 CAD profit on 
each bag of yarn they buy, and that will 
go up as their proficiency increases.
 Once they started making money, 
we taught them to divide it into four 
categories. Some is put aside to buy 
more yarn, some goes towards their 
micro loan, some is saved for repairs 
to the loom, and the rest they keep for 
their family.
 Running the loom classes has been 
an up and down journey. I was excited 
at the beginning, but when the second 
class started, I felt low when I realized 
they weren’t going to make as much 
money as I had thought. I journaled 
about it and the Lord brought a verse 

Hope 
for the 
Hopeless

Phil and Merilee 
Henderson, along 
with daughters 
Kaitlyn, Lily, and 
Evelinne, have 
been serving with 
MAF in Chad since 
2013. Phil works as 
a Pilot and Merilee 
is involved with 
projects in the 
local community.
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story Merilee and Kaitlyn Henderson with photos by Katie Machell

MAF Chad team member, Merilee Henderson talks about her involvement in 
local community projects. By teaching single mothers how to make knitted 
items with a manual loom to sell and generate income for their families, it 
opened the door to also be able to share the Gospel with them.

Opposite Page Main 
Using a manual loom
Above Left Learning a 
new skill
Top Right The finished 
product
Bottom Right Getting 
the hang of it

from Corinthians to my mind which 
says that we need to focus on things 
that are unseen, not things that are 
seen. This allowed me to pull back, take 
a deep breath and remember why I was 
doing this. I am doing this because I 
want the ladies to know Jesus. I don’t 
know the ways God is working in each 
of their hearts; those are the things that 
are unseen.
 Now that the classes have finished, 
I am thinking about what to do next. 
There are always so many needs, so I 
am praying about where God wants me 
to focus my efforts. In the meantime, 
I’ll continue supporting the people we 
have already come alongside. l

Merilee 
and Kaitlyn 
Henderson



We were finally able to re-enter Papua New Guinea, after almost 6 months 
after we departed on what should have been a one-week trip. After 

quarantine, I was able to renew my medical certificate and got right back into 
flying with lots of challenging but rewarding days, providing frequent trips for 
the Aerial Health Patrols and doing training into some new-to-me airstrips, in 
parts of the country that I am now able to fly into.  
 One of the strips I flew into was Tamo. Tamo is in the East Sepik area of 
PNG, somewhere between Madang and Wewak if you are looking on a map.  
MAF doesn’t fly here all that often, but several times a year we get a request for 
a flight from Pioneer Bible Translators. One week after I was approved to land 
at this airstrip, a call came through on our booking line. One of the Pioneers 
Bible Translators staff members, a young, single lady had died. Bethaney 
had  grown up in Likan, the village which borders the Tamo airstrip, as the 
daughter of Bible translators, and came back to PNG as an adult to serve as 
logistics coordinator for Pioneers Bible. When this news came to the pilots, we 
thought surely there was a miscommunication. Bethany would have been the 
person calling to arrange a flight, that was her job. But as more information 
came, it became clear that no, it was Bethaney herself who had passed away. 
A tropical disease had taken her life and her body, in typical PNG custom, 
was to be returned to where she was from - the village she had grown up in. 
I was assigned the flight, two trips into Tamo, one with Bethaney’s friends 
and colleagues and then again with her casket. For me, this was a huge 
responsibility. Bethaney’s parents and brother were in America and would not 
be able to attend the burial. We have never met them and we may not ever, 
but for that one day their story - their years of work in Sepik, their decision to 
be in PNG, their family growing and living and laughing and crying in this 
country - intersected with ours.
 A burial in PNG is something that could not be more different from what 
we know in North America. For several days there is a ‘haus krai’ (house 
cry), a public display of mourning. On that day, when I landed in Tamo with 
Bethaney’s casket, hundreds of people were waiting for the plane with their 
bodies painted in the mud of mourning. As soon as the doors opened, there 
was an intense weeping and wailing. Most of these people knew Bethaney. 
The older folks would have remembered her as a child. A choir of around fifty 
children sang a song as her body was carried out of the plane. Though it was 
difficult to hear all of the words, one line was, “Welcome home, Bethaney.” 
This was a moment of life that I will never forget - the raw emotion, the 
intense cultural expressions of grief and evidence of one person, who upon 
departing this world, left a beautiful legacy. l

A Life 
Well Lived

story and photos Tim Neufeld
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After 33 years, MAF retires it’s Twin Otter fleet.
When a missionary with Pioneer Bible Translators 
lost her battle with a tropical disease, MAF was able to 
transport her casket to the village where she grew up 
and pilot Tim Neufuld was able to witness firsthand 
the legacy that Bethaney and her family left in Papua 
New Guinea.

Opposite Page Top 
Hazel with her parents, 
Gina and Steven
Opposite Page 
Bottom Recovering at 
the MAF compound
Bottom Gina with two 
of the Doctors who 
performed Hazel’s 
surgery

The first Twin Otter was introduced to 
PNG in 1986, and for the following 33 
years, three of these aircraft were used 
extensively in Papua New Guinea. After 
their long and prosperous service, the 
Otters have been retired from service, 
having been replaced by Cessna 
Caravans, a move that helps to better 

standardize the MAF fleet making 
service and parts inventories easier to 
oversee across operations.  
 Small by airline standards, the Twin 
Otter was the largest plane that MAF 
operated. As a 19 passenger utility 
aircraft capable of operating out of the 
worst airstrips PNG has to offer; the 
Twin Otter was a true go anywhere, 
do anything aircraft. In PNG, this was 
an incredible asset, as mountains, 
inclement weather, and other obstacles 
make it one of the most difficult places 
we operate. Twin Otter pilots have often 
joked, “There really are only two kinds 
of pilots: those that have flown a Twin 
Otter for its intended purpose, and 
those that wish they could!” 
 MAF Canada VP of Operations & 
Recruiting, Lowell Deering, spent over 
two decades flying the Twin Otter in 
PNG, and was instrumental in ferrying 
the last one to 16 years ago.
 “In July 2005, I ferried the last of the 
PNG Twin Otters we operated from 
Atlanta, Georgia, to Mount Hagen, 
PNG,” writes Lowell. “We put 4 big 
aluminum 1,000 litre fuel tanks inside 

the cabin of the aircraft to increase the 
fuel we could carry from 1,750 litres to 
about 5,700 litres. This gave us enough 
fuel to fly for about 20 hours straight. 
Our first flight was all night. We landed 
in Honolulu after almost 15 hours of 
flying. After a sleep, we travelled via the 
restricted island of Kwajalein (now a 

US Air Force SDI base) to Pohnpei, an 
island in Micronesia. This was another 
20 hours of flying. The final leg to PNG 
was a little over 7 hours. From Honolulu 
to off the coast of New Guinea.”
 “Having flown this aircraft for 8,749.3 
hours, 18513 landings, and carried 
everything you can imagine and then 
some, the Twin Otters and those who 
worked with them were a part of some 
truly incredible things,” echoes former 
MAF Twin Otter pilot, Richard Marples.  
“For those of us that were privileged 
to fly and minister with them, their 
legacy will live on. The Twin Otters 
could go anywhere practically without 
restriction.”
 
Now, after more than a combined  
112,000 hours and 100,000 landings, we 
realize “how lucky we are to have had 
something that makes saying goodbye 
so hard.” (A.A.Milne). We’re thankful 
for the impact these amazing planes 
had over 30 years of service, and we’re 
excited for the opportunities that the 
new Caravans will bring in furthering 
God’s love in PNG. l

During my nearly 16 years flying the ‘TwOtter’ with MAF, we experienced 
medical evacuations of patients on stretchers, and unfortunately, 
coffins; a Noah’s Ark menagerie of animals and birds and reptiles. X-ray 
machines and five-meter long rigid pipes for a hydro project. We’ve also 
flown fridges and generators; quad bikes and tractors; school materials 
and medical supplies; even suspension bridges and houses; yes, houses! 

- Former MAF Twin Otter pilot, Richard Marples

The end of an era
story Chaundra Eagar  

Main P2-MFT in Papua 
New Guinea (credit: 
Michael Duncalfe )
Top and Middle 
Removing the wings 
for shipping (credit:  
Katherine Williams )
Bottom Lowell Deering 
(left) flew P2-MFT to 
Papua New Guinea in 
2005 (credit: Lowell 
Deering)



MAF Uganda has had a long 
relationship with Sam Tsapwe and 

the Jesus Film Ministry. In everything 
Sam does, he personifies Jesus and 
has a passion to reach the lost with 
the Gospel. There’s nowhere he isn’t 
prepared to go, and MAF is able to help 
him and his team travel to these hard to 
reach places comfortably and quickly. 
Godfrey, Benjamin and Pastor Clement, 
all from different church partnerships, 
flew with Sam on a recent trip to 
Mbarara. 
 Jesus Film Ministries provides 
outreaches to remote villages on the 
Ssese Islands and also in South Sudan.  
On this trip, they flew to Western 
Uganda where Sam and his team 
headed up into the mountains, to a 
small village in the Rukiagiri district. 
Sam has been regularly visiting 
Rukiagiri over the last 18 years. When 
he started, there were only 20 people 
in one local church. Since then, that 
church has continued to expand and 
has planted 25 other churches with 
upwards of 1,500 members! Pastor 
Clement, who started the work in 
Rukiagiri continues to send evangelist 
groups to reach people there. He has 
recently been unwell, receiving several 
surgeries which would have made it 
impossible for him to make this journey 
if he weren’t able to fly with MAF. 
 Sam explained, “When we come, 
large crowds turn up because they are 
so hungry for the Gospel. We show 
films like the Jesus Film, Passion of 
the Cross, and The Cross and the 
Switchblade in their local language. 
When we show the film outdoors, we 
find many new converts who then join 

MAF partners with passionate people like 
Sam Tsapwe and the Jesus Film Ministry 
to reach remote areas with the love of God.

the local church. On this trip, due to 
lockdown, we had to have the outreach 
in three different places to control the 
numbers.” Sam went onto share how 
COVID-19 has impacted the villagers 
he is in connection with. “It’s been 
very difficult. It’s affecting everyone’s 
livelihoods and even their faith. Some 
are questioning, ‘Why has God allowed 
this to come?’ Our aim for this trip 
was to strengthen church members’ 
faith and our team was formidable in 
encouraging these families, sharing 
that life isn’t always easy. A plane flies 
against the wind, but it still needs to fly 
through to reach its destination. Jesus 
not only conquered small difficulties, 
but even death itself.” MAF pilot Dave 
Forney told Sam, “It’s so encouraging 
for me to hear all of this, because flying 
people like you are the reason we want 
to work for MAF.”  
 As COVID lockdowns ease, Sam 
hopes his team can arrange their 
yearly Christmas party in the Ssese 
Islands, bringing joy to the remote 
communities there. 
 He was quick to give his reasons 
for wanting to fly with MAF. “Because 
MAF is available to us, we are able 
to go where our hearts want to be, 
evangelizing people that are hard to 
reach.” l

Main The Jesus Film is 
shown (credit: Michael 
Wakefeild)
Top and Middle Sam 
Tsapwe (credit: Mark & 
Kelly Hewes)
Bottom MAF pilots 
Rembrand Rodenburg 
and Dave Forney with 
pastors from Jesus Film 
Ministries (credit: Dave 
Forney)

Story Jill Vine In the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, there is a community 

called Mimia. It sits near the equator, 
surrounded by dense rain-forest and 
80-foot tall trees. Mimia has long been 
served by MAF DRCongo, as it can take 
two weeks or more to reach it by road. 
With a 2.5-hour flight, our Caravan 
is able to deliver vaccinations and 
supplies to the local hospital, which 
was founded through missionaries 
who used to live in the area. We’ve even 
been able to deliver solar panel and 
battery equipment, which the hospital 
now runs entirely on. This hospital is a 
valuable lifeline to those living in and 
near the community.  
 Mimia airstrip is classified as a Class 
3, the most difficult in MAF program 
language for several reasons: it is often 
soft due to being on the equator, and 
in the second largest rainforest in 
the world, it’s not exactly straight, the 
surface can be uneven, it’s short and 
also quite narrow. A challenge to say 
the least! Each pilot heading to Mimia 
requires special training, so when 
the airstrip had become overgrown, 
MAF knew something had to be done. 
Ensuring MAF can land here is vital 
to the community, and we did not 
want them to become further isolated 
because of the state of the runway.  
 MAF Switzerland heard of the 
problem in accessing this community, 
and they offered assistance which 
allowed for major improvements to take 
place. They enabled MAF DRCongo 
to buy the tools and supplies required 
for maintenance work, as well as 
send one of their own workers to 
the area to manage the huge effort.  
After one week of work and over 50 
community members on the job, 
major improvements were made!  
MAF DRCongo’s flight operations 

coordinator, Corrine Cadinouche, was 
able to travel to see the work firsthand.
 “It was my first time in Mimia and I 
was really touched by everything I saw. 
Each time I go to these villages, it is 
eye opening to see firsthand how our 
MAF aircrafts are vital tools that bring 
supplies and medical care to the village. 
We are their lifeline to the outside 
world.”
 Palm trees had grown up, with 
branches hanging over onto the 
runways and the edges of the strip 
had become undefined, shrinking the 
width to just 20 meters - not much 
for a Caravan - so the first step was to 
lengthen and widen the runway. The 
crew also went into the forest for about 
a half of a kilometer to cut down any tall 
trees that impede an aircraft’s approach 
into Mimia. This allows the pilot to land 
closer to the beginning of the strip and 
gives them more time to assess safety 
risks before landing.  
 Soft spots on the surface were 
identified and large termite mounds 
were hauled in and crumbled in order 
to harden those areas and to continue 
long term maintenance efforts, tools 
and training have been provided that 
allow the community to keep up this 
great work. Because of the collaboration 
between MAF Switzerland, MAF Congo 
and the local community in Mimia, 
we feel that we have a great starting 
point in keeping this valuable lifeline 
maintained by making it a community 
project.  
 “Young and old work together to 
get the airstrip fixed and ready for the 
caravan to land. As one of the doctors 
said to me, The Caravan is so much 
bigger and better suited to bring 
medical supplies, vaccines and heavy 
equipment like batteries to this remote 
airstrip,” says Corrine.
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Difficult airstrips are one of the highest 
threats to safety in MAF’s operations. 
Our airstrips are in constant need of 
maintenance or improvement and in 
many locations where we serve, it’s 
a constant battle against growth and 
weather! These improvements created 
a larger safety margin in our operations 
to Mimia, and we are encouraged by 
the results and are excited to continue 
serving the people there. l

Many Hands 
Make Light 
Work
How one community kept a lifeline open.

Main Pilot Nick Frey 
delivers solar panels 
and battery equipment 
to Mimia
Top Surveying the 
recently cleared airstrip
Bottom Overgrowth 
that needed to be 
cleared

Story and photos Corrine Cadinouche



To learn more about MAF,     
visit us at www.mafc.org. 
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WHERE MOST 
NEEDED
That’s where you’ll find us.

We go where others can’t or won’t. 

It’s also where you can make the 
biggest difference in the lives of so 
many. Consider giving a Where Most 
Needed gift today and help keep us 
Flying for Life. 

Please give generously.
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