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Back at Christmas, as we packed and prepared to go to 
Toronto to visit family, I noticed how much more difficult 
it was to travel now that Ethan had come along. We had 
multiple suitcases, packed right to the point of bursting, a 
stroller, car seat, diaper bag, laptop bag, and 
multiple carry-ons as well. 
 
It was difficult to decide what to take, so I 
think we just took everything for every 
possible occasion. My conversations with 
Linnea at the time went something like this: 
 
“He likes these 16 different books, which 
ones do we take?”   
“I don’t know, better take them all, just in 
case.”   
 
“What clothes will he need?  Something in 
case it’s warm?  But maybe it’ll be really 
cold. Any chance we’ll go swimming 
somewhere? Better throw the swimsuit in 
there, just in case.” 
 
I was a little surprised, but I should be used 
to this. When I fly LAMP’s planes, it’s not exactly ‘light’, 
no matter how hard I try.   
 
We carry extra oil, in case we get low.  Maps, charts, and 
other electronic navigation aids. My flight bag is filled to 
the brim with all sorts of items, like flashlights and a 
handheld radio. Survival equipment, sleeping bags, and a 
portable locating beacon, for a worst case scenario, to go 
along with a satellite phone. Covers for the wings and 
engine when it’s cold out to keep off the snow and frost.  

Sometimes, I’ll even carry around a spare tire.  Oh, and we 
can’t forget the snacks and drinks for those long flights.  
Everything for every possible occasion.   
 
When I contrast this with how Jesus sent out the disciples, 
I am amazed. Jesus sends them out with practically 
nothing. Sure, you can take a staff and a pair of sandals, 
but no extra shirt. No money, no food. How were they 
supposed to survive?  In this case, self-reliance was not an 
option. They were going to trust that God would provide 
for them on their journey. 
 
In reality, our work at MAF is similar too. Self-reliance 
just isn’t an option. We cannot do this alone. We must rely 

on God to provide for this journey and He does that 
through people like you. Through the people that support 
this ministry financially and pray for us regularly, we are 
able to keep going.   
 
I can fill the plane up with all of the equipment and 
supplies that I want, but without you there beside me, 
we’re not going anywhere. We cannot thank you 
enough for keeping our ministry going for the past 10+ 
years. 

Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by 
two and gave them authority over impure spirits.  These were 
his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a 
staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts.  Wear 
sandals but not an extra shirt. Whenever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave that town. And if any place will not 
welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake the 
dust off your feet as a testimony against them. 

Mark 6:7-11 

Self-Reliance 
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A sampling of the equipment I’ll take along on a flight up north, before we even think about adding 
cargo or passengers 



• Praise for the people that have partnered with us to help 
keep this ministry going and prayer for new supporters. 

 
• Pray for preparations for the summer and that we would 

continue to get more volunteers. 

How Can You Be Involved? 

Do you want to be a part of the work God is  
doing in Northern Canada?  

Please consider partnering with us by joining our 
Ministry Partnership Team. We are so thankful for the 
generous support from our team that continues to 
provide for our ministry with MAF.  
 
If you would like to donate, please go to:  
www.mafc.org/missionaries/anstey 
 
This work could not continue without people like you 
who support and pray for this ministry on a regular 
basis.  So, thank you for continuing to lift us up even 
through these past few challenging years. 

Andrew & Linnea Anstey, 1 Merrywood Cres, Sherwood Park, AB T8A 0M8 
andrew.anstey@gmail.com   780-243-0416 

www.andrewwithmaf.blogspot.ca 

Prayer & Praise 

Summer’s Just Around the Corner 

The weather is starting to warm up, summer is quickly approaching, and I’ve been busy getting things ready for our 
busiest time of year. Maintenance is just about done on our airplanes and I’m in the process of preparing for a test to 
renew one of my licences, something that needs to be done every couple of years. 
 
We’re also busy getting plans solidified for our teams of volunteers as they look to go and teach vacation Bible school 
this summer. At the moment, we have about 25 teams committed to going this summer, with more hopefully on the way.  
This will be the busiest summer since 2019 and there will be a lot of work to do. 
 
However, even with a slightly reduced number of teams compared to our pre-pandemic ministry, it will be an extra busy 
summer for us. A couple of LAMP’s missionaries have retired in the past few years and so at the moment, LAMP is a 
little shorthanded.  Though we’re currently looking for new staff members, it remains to be seen as to whether someone 
will be in place in time for the summer.   
 
That means that Pastor Randy and I will be covering everything from northwestern Ontario all the way through 
Saskatchewan (an area of about 1 million km2) by ourselves, with LAMP’s new Executive Director, Pastor Steve, 
helping out where he’s able.  There will be lots of travel as we crisscross around a sizable chunk of Canada.  
 
Nonetheless, it will be nice to get back into communities and some sense of normal after some very different summers 
the past few years.  Please keep us in your prayers as we approach this busy season.  

Unfortunately, as you have probably noticed, during the past 
year, inflation has increased substantially, which has driven up 
the cost to keep our ministry sustainable.   
 
Although last year our ministry was able to meet our budg-
etary needs, due to necessary increases, at the moment, our 
ministry is in need of approximately an additional $350/
month to keep going for this year.   
 
Perhaps you’ve been following our ministry for a while, but 
have never made a decision to get involved. Would you 
prayerfully consider partnering with us by supporting this 
ministry financially to help continue to bring the gospel to 
the most remote communities of Northern Canada?  If you 
are interested, please see below on how to give.  The plane is all 
packed and ready to go, but we need you to help make this 
flight happen. 

(& Ethan) 

In Christ, 

Ethan’s all packed and ready to go too! 

http://www.mafc.org/missionaries/anstey
http://www.andrewwithmaf.blogspot.ca

