
Greetings friends! We are excited to be on Canadian 

soil again catching up with family and friends. We 

were even able to meet new family members who 

were born during the last three years! 

Over the summer we will be transitioning out to 

Three Hills in Alberta where MAF manages the 

mission aviation program in partnership with Prairie 

College. From there Rob will continue to help the 

program in Madagascar with things that can be 

done remotely like parts purchasing, future 

planning of maintenance, tool calibrations etc. As 

well as maintaining the flight school aircraft and 

giving hands on training to apprentices who are 

working to achieve their maintenance license.  

Shortly after arriving in Canada we had the chance 

to make a quick trip out to Alberta to look for 

housing, see the town, as well as meet the team at 

PATC. It was very exciting for us to see where Rob 

will be working. The hangar is much larger than the one in Madagascar, and the fleet is over twice the size!  

God is still calling us to serve in global missions 

and we will continue to obey Him, helping to train 

and equip future missionaries for the world. Keep 

your eye on your emails and we will be letting you 

know when we will be in your area. Thank you so 

much for all your prayers, love, and support; we 

look forward to seeing you again over the 

summer.  



barbers.rk@gmail.com mafbarbers.blogspot.com mafc.org/missionaries/barber 1 (877) 351-9344 

Thank you for your prayer and financial support of 

MAF! If you haven’t yet, we ask that you prayerfully 

consider partnering with MAF financially. Over 60% 

of MAF Canada current pilots have received some 

or all of their training at PATC. This training center 

relies on the financial support of many individuals 

and churches to continue equipping pilots and 

engineers to serve the Lord wherever He leads 

them. 

When we first decided to serve 

overseas in 2010, I don’t think we 

could have envisioned what kinds 

of things God wanted to teach us—

from humbling us as we made our 

way through French language 

training in Quebec (2011), then 

asking us to depend on Him to 

provide for medical emergencies 

early on in our time in Madagascar, 

to exceeding our hopes and 

dreams with a rich Bible-teaching 

church and missionary community. 

I (Karina) will never forget the 

sense of relief and amazement I felt, when the wheels of that 

large airliner touched ground in Tana for the very first time on January 1, 2012. Twenty-five degree weather and 100% humidity 

blasted us in the face as we descended the aircraft’s stairs at 11 o’clock that night onto the tarmac with our four small children (all 

under the age of 6) in tow.  What did get ourselves into? I looked up at the floodlights, illuminating our way to the small airport. 

Some of the largest flying insects I had ever seen buzzed around their glowing bulbs. The smells of charcoal cook stoves and warm 

earth permeated the air. Nobody was speaking in a language familiar to us.  

Learning about Malagasy culture, their quietness, kindness, and casual approach to life and time, helped us ease into daily 

routines, expecting much less to be accomplished than the busyness of life we were accustomed to in Canada. This huge tropical 

island, and especially its people, quickly grew on us as and became our home for over 11 years. 

Saying our goodbyes to friends from all over the world who came to call Madagascar their home was painful, yet beautiful. The 

body of Christ is a gift we don’t take for granted. Because of Christ and His gospel, a bond is created unlike anything else known 

to mankind. Eternity is going to be a magnificent experience together! 

Our heart for missions has been forever lit, and as we relocate to Alberta and Prairie Aviation Training Center, it is with full 

conviction and joy that God calls us to continue supporting overseas missions through training and encouraging others. We 

humbly make this transition, anticipating some unknowns, prayerfully searching for a new church community, and cultivating new 

relationships in the community. Without a doubt, God will continue to teach us even more about Himself and how we must 

depend on Him. 
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Feb 2023: One final morning coffee in Madagascar on our back deck 


