
Back in Angola, Back to Business! 

In our last newsletter, we were just finishing up our mid-term break in 
Canada, ready to head back to Angola. That already seems like ages ago, 
as we have jumped back into school, work, and life in full force.  

On the aviation side of things, the flight schedule has been very busy, 
resulting in a busy maintenance schedule as well. Besides regular, life-
saving medical transfer flights, in the last few months MAF has been able 
to provide a search-and-rescue flight for a missing man in the desert, 
continued support for demining operations in the east of the country, 
and flights for children’s and discipleship ministry in remote locations. 
The Cavango runway project is also making progress at 
an incredible pace … after more than eight years of 
waiting for documentation and approval! We have had a 
heavy equipment mechanic, Andrei Tineghe, working 
tirelessly for the last two months to clear and level the 
runway, aided by a further two Canadian MAF volunteers 
and extensive local help too—a crew of local men have 
been hand-clearing house-sized termite mounds as hard 
as cement for half a year now! Soon, the dream of many 
missionaries over many years will become reality!  

It can be so easy to become discouraged when our 
timing doesn’t match up with God’s—if it was up to us, 
the runway would have been done ages ago! The 
Cavango clinic has long been one of our most frequent flying partners, and the road between the clinic and the current 
runway is perilous, with 30 km of car-destroying potholes and gullies. In recent years, the clinic has grown significantly, 
with new buildings for the hospital and new housing for more doctors and missionary families, so adding the runway will 
be such a blessing to the families that live and serve there. Praise God, He is outside of time and can be trusted with our 
biggest plans. 

And speaking of trusting, we desperately ask that you join the worldwide MAF community in praying for MAF Pilot Ryan 
Koher. His family was serving in Mozambique when he was unjustly arrested four months ago while preparing for a 
flight. He is under suspicion for supporting terrorist efforts in a conflicted region. He is now being held in a maximum-
security prison, while his wife and young children have returned safely to the states. Please pray for his release! To 
follow his story, go to: https://maf.org/press/an-update-on-pilot-ryan-koher/.  

Basketball Court Update: Moving Slowly 

In less urgent news, another project that is slowly making progress is the basketball court! Like the runway, I thought we 
would already be building it by now, but it seems that a few more documents are always needed before construction 
can begin. While I am discouraged to report that, I also know that this is part of life here. Part of stewarding our work 
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well here in Angola is making sure that every part of the process, especially documentation, is done right to avoid any 
future issues. So, here’s hoping that the next newsletter will have pictures and news of a new court! 

School News 

I’m excited to report that this school year is going exceptionally well! We are at full 
capacity in the school with 35 students and FIVE full-time teachers/helpers! That’s 
right … FIVE! We are blessed to have Meredith Fisher from St. Thomas, Ontario 
helping us, along with our most recent graduate, Luana, and our long-time helper 
returned to us, Crisio. As always, we also have Peggy Foster teaching music part-
time, and Helena Mudde as our faithful leader/director/full-time teacher. With so 
much help, we are excited to add in extra projects, including a drama club and 
school play! 

Please pray for our team. Pray for Luana, who graduated last year, as she tries to get 
everything organized to move to Europe for university. Pray for me, particularly as I 
lead the high schoolers each week in Bible lessons. We are learning and following 
the New City Catechism, and it’s been really cool to dive deep into the central 
questions of the Christian doctrine with them. Finally, pray for everything we have 
going on—from raising money for the basketball court, to running the school each 
day—that all of it may be glorifying to God!    

Reading Club … and Family News 

While life may seem busy enough with all that’s going on in school and at the 
hangar, we have a few other projects on the go as well. First of all, we have 
restarted reading club again at the Calumbiro Library. We have more than 20 kids 
coming each week, and we have been putting SO MANY of your donations to use 
there! We read and use the books that your donations bought, and beyond that, 
Dunde, who started the library, has also started a primary school to serve under-
served families in his neighbourhood. The children there are regularly blessed by 
the books, school supplies, and toys (Lego!) that we collected while in Canada.  

Sadly, the library recently underwent a major setback—with the abundance of rain that our region has received this 
year (great for farmers!), two of the walls and the roof collapsed from a small landslide. While we have continued in a 
different room, we now need to consider how to fundraise and rebuild the library so that this doesn’t happen again! 
Please pray for this project and the leadership team of the school/library, and if you would like to learn more, please 
send me an email.   

In family news, we also have lots of activity going on. Silas recently started “creche” (daycare), and after a rocky start, 
seems to be liking it. We hope it will help him with Portuguese. Ethan recently joined the kids’ program at the gym, 
while karate is on pause. Avro started kindergarten (again) at the school, and is doing extremely well, as he has matured 
a lot since the last school year. Both Avro and Ethan now go to Sunday school independently at church, which is also a 
big step for them, as language is still a major barrier. All three boys have been enjoying spending time with their new 
Angolan friend, Nevis, and this has helped their Portuguese a lot as well.  

Prayer and Praise 

- Pray for the completion of the Cavango runway project, and the ongoing work at the clinic. -Pray for the Calumbiro 
library/school, and the rebuilding that needs to be done -Pray for the school, for the teachers and students -FINALLY, 
once again we ask you to pray for the Koher family and MAF Pilot Ryan in jail. Pray for his release! 

 

Below: the teaching team for the year, 
and Avro and I with Dunde, giving him 
some of the various donations for the 

library from awesome supporters! 


