
Dear Friends and Family, 

We hope you are doing well and that you are experiencing warmer 

weather as winter slowly draws to a close and spring draws near 

once again. Although we do not experience much seasonal variation 

in Tarakan, the past few months have been a season of settling into 

our new home and building new relationships. Even though the 

world is vastly different from one place to another, God displays His 

mighty power by sustaining all that He has made. We are grateful we 

can rest in His care in every season. 

16 
For in him all things were created...all things have been created 

through him and for him. 
17 

He is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together.  Colossians 1:16-17 

One way MAF serves the people of North Kalimantan is by providing 

medevac flights to the people who live in remote communities in 

this jungle covered area. When medical needs arise, people living in 

these areas can receive treatment at a medical clinic or the larger 

hospital in the interior. Any needs that are too serious to be met at 

these facilities must be dealt with at the regional hospital of North 

Kalimantan, which is on the tiny island city of Tarakan. Depending on 

their needs, patients are either flown by MAF to the hospital in the  

interior, or to the regional hospital in Tarakan. Because travel 

through the rugged rainforest is difficult and time consuming, these 

medevac flights provide a lifeline to people in times of crisis.   

When a person is hospitalized in Indonesia, a caregiver must 

accompany them to provide their meals and pick up their 

medications from a pharmacy. This creates a challenge for people 

who are flown to Tarakan to stay in the hospital. Some patients even 

need to be in Tarakan for several weeks or months until they are 

well enough to return home. To meet this need, MAF operates a 

guesthouse in Tarakan for these family members to stay at. This 

provides them with a place to stay, prepare food, and do laundry.  

 

An Indonesian pastor also supports the people who are staying at the 

guesthouse to help meet their spiritual needs. Once a month, the 

MAF employees gather at the guesthouse and have a service in 

Indonesian which the guests are invited to attend. These services 

include a short devotional and singing, as well as an opportunity for 

the guests to give an update to the MAF staff about their situation. 

These are really impactful times to hear how people’s lives are being 

impacted by the work of MAF in North Kalimantan! 

In each four-year term we serve overseas with MAF, we have six 

months to spend in Canada. This allows us to maintain strong 

connections with our ministry partners, share about our ministry, 

deal with medical needs we may have, acquire further training if 

needed, and enjoy some downtime in our home culture.  

For this term, we plan to be in Canada for three months this summer, 

and then three months about two years after that. Our current plan 

is to arrive in Alberta mid-May and return to Indonesia in mid-August. 

Watch for more details about our upcoming time in Canada in our 

next newsletter. We look forward to telling you more about how YOU 

are making a difference in the lives of isolated people in Indonesia!  

 

James helping 

to unload a    

medevac     

patient in   

Tarakan. 



 Praise God for giving James safety in his travels to and from 

America to attend the maintenance and safety courses there. 

 Praise God for all that James has learned already about his role in 

the aircraft maintenance department here in Tarakan. Pray that 

God would give him everything he needs to do this job. 

 Pray for strength for our team as several more teammates leave 

the MAF Tarakan program in March. One of these families has 

four school-aged kids, so that is a hard goodbye for our kids. 

 Pray that God would help the newer members of our team to 

learn their roles quickly so that the MAF program can continue to 

serve the people in this region well. 

 Pray that God would help us make meaningful connections with 

the local people in Tarakan and that He would provide friends for 

our children. 

 Pray that our travels to Canada would be smooth.  

Contact us by WhatsApp, Signal or iMessage using our Indonesian  
 

Cell Numbers: 

James: +62 813-8179-3670                     Kristina: +62 813-8179-3646 

 

EMAIL: 

James: jbraim@maf.org                          Kristina: kbraim@maf.org 
 

FACEBOOK: BraimsWithMAF 

Want to change 

your mailing 

preference? Go to: 

mafc.org/

preferences 

In Christ,  

  James and Kristina 

From the time we arrived in Tarakan almost six months ago, James 

has been busy learning the aircraft maintenance processes at the 

MAF program here. Late this year, James will take on the role of 

maintenance manager for the Tarakan program. To ensure James is 

well-equipped for this role, the director of maintenance for Indonesia 

has been temporarily living here in Tarakan to provide James with the 

training he needs. We are so grateful for this!  

Another part of James’ training required him to 

travel to the MAF-US headquarters in Nampa, Idaho to become 

certified as an MAF maintenance instructor, as well as attend a safety 

and quality seminar. With this now completed, James is able to 

provide both initial training and ongoing certification for others 

serving with him in the maintenance department of the Tarakan 

program. During the fourteen days he had to be away, Kristina, 

Hannah and Nate were well supported by their teammates.  

 

 

One week before the Christmas break, Kristina began teaching at the 

small MAF school in Tarakan. She has been grateful for the 

opportunity to teach again, build relationships with her students, and 

serve the families of our MAF team in this way.  

Even though attending such a tiny school is much different than the 

other schools Hannah and Nate have attended, they have both 

thoroughly enjoyed the close-knit school community they are a part 

of here. We are thankful that God has already provided one 

Indonesian friend for our children and given us ideas of ways we can 

try to make more connections with Indonesian children in our 

community.  

March will be a month of 

goodbyes as a number of 

our teammates finish up 

their time in Tarakan and 

move on to other places. 

During our short time here, 

we have grown to 

appreciate each of these 

people and it is not easy to 

say goodbye. One of these 

families has four children 

that are part of our school. This will be a hard goodbye for our 

children. Please pray for unity among our team with those of us who 

will be staying, and please pray for the other two families we expect 

to arrive at the end of this year. 

Making Science Projects at School! 

Checking out 

the view at the 

north tip of the 

island of  

Tarakan. 
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