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Spring has sprung! Sprung is springing? However you say it, it’s 

warming up. Snow is melting in the streets of Three Hills, and the 

temperatures are warming up a little bit every day. As so many of 

you know, it feels great to feel the sun on your face at this time of 

year.  

As good as spring feels on the face, it hasn’t been a bad winter. 

Throughout the winter, PATC continued to fly every day that the 

weather and temperature allowed us to do so. After Christmas, 

there were several students who only needed to do their flight 

tests before earning their Private Pilot License, and they were all 

able to successfully complete their flight tests before the end of 

the month. It is very rewarding to see the smile stretch from ear 

to ear when they realise that their dream has come true and that 

they are now licensed pilots. 

This group of students has varied aspirations. Some are very 

committed to mission aviation and are working hard to one day 

fly missionally overseas. One has a heart to fly in northern 

Canada amongst the first nations people of Canada. Others are 

planning to work their way into the commercial aviation 

industry and to be lights for Christ  wherever He leads them.  

Last year a lot of time was spent on drafting a proposal for a 

potential partnership with a university in Mongolia. 

Unfortunately, at this time, it looks like that will not happen. 

There may still be a way to see something happen in the future, 

but for now the project is on hold.  

One of the exciting things that is coming up is that we are about 

to embark on a project to construct another hangar for PATC! 

PATC has been steadily growing and we are bulging at the 

seams. There is not enough room in our current hangar for our 

existing planes, staff, and students, so it is time to expand! We 

are hoping to launch the project later on this summer.  

One of the challenges that we at PATC are now facing is the pilot 

shortage that the aviation industry is also facing. Due to this, our 

students are currently having a lot of success finding jobs when 

they graduate from PATC. One of our normal sources of flight 

instructors is the hiring of our own graduates. This gives them 

valuable experience and keeps them in touch with the mission 

aviation community as they gain the hours needed to apply with 

their chosen mission. However, at this time they are finding jobs 

so fast that the appeal of a flight instructor job is very low.  

Please pray for PATC as we look for a way to bring in more 

instructors before the busy summer months. Pray for our 

engineering team as well as they are also slightly short-handed 

and are looking at a summer of high aircraft usage and (as a 

result) a lot of maintenance work. We are excited about the 

coming year, and are looking forward to seeing the growth in the 

lives of our students as they progress through their time at PATC 

in the coming months.  
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Over the last few months things have continued to move forward and change for our 

family. Katrina headed back up to PRBI after being home over Christmas, and then came 

down again for her reading week in February. When we took her back up to Sexsmith at 

the end of reading week, we took the time as a family to head out and go skiing. It was the 

first time that we went skiing since we lived in Mongolia, and it was a great day to spend 

together as a family.  

Drew continues to work at our local A&W, and has been diligently putting away his funds 

as he saves for school this fall. He has made a few good friends through work, and they will 

often spend a few evenings together every week playing board games, bowling, or just 

hanging out together. It’s good to see him maturing and figuring out life as an adult and 

what that looks like for him. 

After the Christmas break, Jacqueline headed back to school to start her final semester of 

high school. She is enjoying her last few months of high school, but she is also aware that she 

will also soon have added responsibilities as she leaves school behind. It was exciting for her to 

get a job recently, and will be starting work waiting at a local restaurant here in Three Hills 

soon. It’s something that she’s always wanted to do, and we all think that she’ll do a great 

job there.  

Karen has been kept very busy working at the pool. They are a little bit short of daytime 

staff and as a result the current team at the pool have all been working hard to try to keep 

the pool open and operating as much as possible. Karen continues to build relationships 

with many of the pool regulars, and knows more people from town than I will ever have 

the opportunity to meet.  

My days are kept full out at the hangar, but I also try not to let that be the only thing going 

on in my life. I continue to enjoy being a part of the video production team at our church, 

helping to produce the streaming video every few weeks for those who are sick or 

otherwise unable to attend church in person. I have also recently joined the elders board at our 

church and am looking forward to contributing to our church by serving in that way as well.  

I am often reminded of the importance of the ministry that goes on here at PATC as we hear 

stories from graduates from where they are serving the Lord all 

over the world, both with MAF and with many other agencies. It 

is humbling to think about how God has used PATC to spread the 

Gospel and build His kingdom throughout the world. We are 

excited to be a part of that ongoing work and to have you 

alongside of us on this journey. Thank you all for your ongoing 

prayers and financial support of our ministry with MAF here in 

Three Hills.  

Prayer & Praise 
• Pray for Dallas as he manages PATC, and as we look to 

build for growth at the flight school. 

• Pray for Katrina as she finishes up her year of Bible school 

up at PRBI. 

• Pray for safety for the instructors and students at PATC. 

We often ask for prayer for this, and we are also very 

thankful for God’s ongoing provision of safety for our staff 

and students as time passes. 

• We will have another group of new flight students starting 

their flight training in May. Pray for them as they start this 

intense period of training and growth in their lives. 

• Pray for Jacqueline as she finishes up high school, and for 

Drew as he prepares for school again this fall.  

• Praise God for His love and mercy. We are so thankful for 

His salvation and for the opportunity to be used by Him! 

We would love to hear from you, 

please feel free to email or call! 

 

dderksen@mafc.org         Dallas: 403 404 4495 

derksenclan@gmail.com  Karen: 403 404 5645 

 

If you feel called to give financially to our ministry with 

MAF, you can do so online at                          

www.mafc.org/missionaries/derksen 

or contact us directly. 

Above: Chapel time at the PATC 

hangar 

Above: One of our Citabria 

airplanes, now with a new coat 

of fabric. Getting closer to paint! 

http://www.mafc.org/missionaries/derksen

