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As I write this it doesn’t sound like spring is 

happening in BC, but hopefully it is well on its way 

when you read this! 2023 has brought change for us 

here in Papua, as I (Ben) have moved from my position 

as Maintenance Manager to Program Director of MAF 

in Papua. While I still hope to be involved in 

maintenance from time to time, my main role will be in 

helping to manage and lead our Papua program. I hope 

to share more about this new role in the future. 

Papua is a big MAF program! We currently have 38 

expat staff families along with 74 full-time national 

staff. We are stationed out of 4 different bases, utilizing 

9 aircraft (the 10th is on the way, currently being 

prepared in Idaho). Last year, we flew over 3200 flight 

hours. 

But stats and numbers only tell so 

much, and to me the key is what we 

do with what we have. How are we 

able to utilize the people and tools 

God has given us for His good 

purpose and glory? MAF’s vision is to 

see isolated people changed by the 

love of Christ, but what does that 

look like in our context? These are 

questions we strive to answer, and 

my goal is always to communicate a 

little bit about how God is utilizing 

MAF here in Papua.   (Ben) 

(TOP) A photo with our maintenance crew on my last day in 

the hangar. I really enjoyed working day in and day out with 

this crew, and will miss it. But, I think both Amy and I are 

confident that this change is what God has for us in this 

season. The good news is, I will be back in the hangar now and 

then! 

(BELOW)  What does a Program Director deal with? Well, the 

unexpected. This is a scene from a road above our 

neighbourhood this morning. We had a ton of rain last night 

that resulted in flooding. In town, we had flooding of multiple 

homes of both MAF expat staff and national staff. We spent 

the morning working together to clean up homes and yards to 

care for our own people.  
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(ABOVE) Helena and Charlotte huddle with their basketball 

team during a Friday night game! We are very thankful for the 

school here in Sentani which enables our family to live on this 

island.  

(BELOW) A tradition here is to soak a pilot when they finish 

their first solo flight on program. This past week it was Laura 

Beth’s turn! This marks years of training including a whole lot of 

Papua specific checkouts; an occasion worth celebrating. 

Right now, both Simon and 

Luke are currently on a two week “Outdoor 

Education” (OE) adventure with their school. 

Once a year, our high-school-age kids have the 

opportunity to spend two weeks in an isolated 

Papuan village, both to experience what it is 

like, and to help serve the local community 

through various projects. This year, for the 

whole two weeks, they will be sleeping in 

honais (traditional Papuan round houses) which 

are anything but comfortable for the average 

Canadian like myself! This year the kids are 

working on the airstrip and helping with “fix it” 

projects at the local school. 

This will be Luke’s last OE as this year he will be 

graduating and moving back to Canada. A 

prayer request of ours is that we would find a 

good landing place for Luke. A safe place to 

live, a good job, and a good church to begin to 

feel a part of. Thank you for praying along with 

us about this! Our family will be back this 

summer for a couple of months, and along with 

settling Luke, we hope to travel the province 

and see as many of you as we can...See you 

then!   (Ben) 
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