
 Please pray for Ryan Koher, a pilot for 
Mission Aviation Fellowship, who is in a high-
security prison in Mozambique. 
 March 4th marked four months since 
Ryan’s arrest and imprisonment. Through your 
prayers and those of many others around the 
world, Ryan has been strengthened by the Lord 
through this challenging time and has stood as 
a strong witness for Christ to those around him.
 On November 4th, he met two South 
Africans at an airport in southern Mozambique for 
a routine flight. They were bringing supplies for 
orphanages in the northern part of the country, and it 
was a flight MAF, known as Ambassador Aviation Ltd. in 
Mozambique, had flown many times in the past. Before 
the airplane was loaded, police conducted a normal 
scan of the goods and had concerns about some 
vitamins, over-the-counter medications, and 
food preservative supplies that were going to 
staff at the orphanages. Ryan and the two South 
Africans were detained that day on an accusation 
that quickly escalated to supporting terrorism.
 At the end of four months, Mozambican 
law requires the prosecutor to file the results of 
their investigation with a judge. Since the four-
month period is coming to an end, we anticipate the 
report soon. However, we have learned throughout 
this journey that dates are often fluid, and action may 
not happen when stated or required.
 Please pray that the prosecutor will not charge 
Ryan and the two South African men with supporting 
terrorism and will immediately release them from jail.

To follow along with the updates on Ryan:
https://maf.org/press/
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 As you can tell from 
Ryan’s story, we are living 
in a time of great turmoil. 
People around the world 
are suffering deeply. If you 
are human, you will feel 

sadness, grief, and sorrow. 
Thankfully we do not have to bear our pain alone. 
This February, I led Re-VIEW, a transition seminar for 
missionaries. My favourite session to teach is about 
Grief and Loss, where we learn how to write a lament 
based on Psalm 13. It was a privilege to walk through 
this with eight missionaries and help process grief and 
loss together with them. 

You will see in the photo 
to the right that some of 
the attendees are standing 
backward because they will be 
returning to serve in restricted-
access countries. 
 I am also very excited 
to share with you that we 
are going to have our first in-

person Candidate Orientation since September 
2021. I am excited to support these new missionaries 
as they prepare for service overseas with MAF.  
 These are two great pieces of training that 
I am able to provide leadership for to help support 
missionaries in different stages of their service for the 
Gospel. Missionary life is not easy, but making sure 
they receive the training they need will help them to 
be successful in whatever it is God puts in their path.

Our Group at Re-VIEW 

Ryan, his wife Annabelle with their boys



 In our last 
newsletter, I wrote 
about preparation 
and how it related to 
the current airstrip 
construction project in 
Angola. It is important 
to have a plan of action 
that makes sense. But 
it is one thing to think 
about doing something and another 
thing entirely to actually do it!
 This is where perseverance comes in, to keep 
us engaged in the task until it’s accomplished. This can 
be especially hard when obstacles are encountered 
along the way. Already with the runway project we’ve 
experienced bureaucratic hurdles during the approval 
process, equipment breaking down in the middle of 
Angola (where parts are not easily accessible), and the 
torrential rains that can bring work to a halt in minutes. 
 These hassles can be and have been, quite 
discouraging. I have found, however, that after 
pushing through the difficulties and especially upon 
reaching the goal, the “huge hassles” seem smaller 
from the finish line.                     
 I was reminded of this when a MAF shipping 
container finally arrived at its destination at our MAF 
base in South Sudan. This project took well over a year 
to come to fruition. It started with MAF colleagues in 
South Sudan having the vision of a hangar to park 
and perform maintenance on our aircraft. Then the 
hangar was built and needed a door. The wonderful 
company Diamond Doors, out of Manitoba, helped 
build and load the hangar door into a 40ft shipping 
container. Then we filled every 
remaining space of the container 
with hangar equipment and 
supplies, including a small tractor 
to help tug airplanes! 
  It was a long and sometimes 
frustrating ordeal, but looking back 
now and seeing pictures of the 
container in front of the MAF hangar 
makes it all worthwhile. 
This is a similar story to the runway 
project in Angola. The most recent obstacle was 
needing a visa renewal for a volunteer who has been 
diligently working on the runway. In order to renew his 
in-country visa, we had to plan a trip across the border 
which would take about one week. As we discussed the 

PerSeverance

logistics of this, we realized that we would 
have one week or more of downtime on 
the equipment, and we didn’t want to lose 
momentum on the project. Could we find 
one or two volunteers who could head 
over to Angola on short notice for two 
weeks to help cover the gap?
 I honestly didn’t believe it was possible. 
After an “it’s all up to you, God” kind of 
prayer, I contacted some gentlemen in 

Steinbach, Manitoba, who had previously shown some 
interest in the project. Not only could they leave Canada 
within two weeks to go spend two weeks operating 
the equipment in 
Cavango, but they 
were willing to pay 
for their own airline 
tickets to get there. 
Only God could 
orchestrate such a 
“coincidence.” 
 The two 
volunteers are 
in Angola as I 
write this letter. They a r e 
working very hard to maximize their two weeks on the 
ground in Cavango and to make as much progress as 
they can on the airstrip. They had a very productive 
time, and the next volunteer will keep the work going 
in March. With this help we hope that the airstrip will 
be complete by the end of March. 
 Thanks especially to you, who have shown 
such amazing perseverance in supporting our ministry 

with MAF for 13 years now!

KidS’ corner
This winter has been wet and 
slushy and has kept us inside 
much of the time, so we look 
forward to warmer weather. As 
the seasons continue to change, 
it is amazing to see how the 
kids continue to grow and 

their interests evolve. Ruth has joined a 
dance class with her besties, and Pascal enjoys 
discovering Karate. They both continue with 
their instruments, and as proud parents, we 
can say they excel at all they apply themselves 
to.
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Hangar Doors Going in!

Can we land yet?  PC Marijn Goud


