
  

Dear Friends,  

In the last few months I have had two overnight trips up to Dukana. The first trip was to 

bring some solar panels for Eddie Andersen at the mission station that he has set up. The 

solar panels were for the new borehole pump that he installed. The old pump was not able 

to get the water up the hill to  the village, so he installed a new one and then found out that 

the solar panels couldn’t produce enough power to run it. After a number of weeks without 

water the villagers were desperate. Up to 1200 people rely on this borehole to survive. We 

were able to get the solar panels on one of our shuttle flights and I delivered them to 

Dukana. I spent the night with Eddie and Rachel and the next morning we installed the 

panels. It was amazing to see the pump spool up and start pushing the water up the hill to 

the tank in the village. Life-giving water is something that we take for granted in many 

parts of the world, but it is such a basic necessity and so hard to come by at the moment in 

Northern Kenya.   

My second trip to Dukana happened this week. I flew a group of men to join up with a 

team doing evangelism in and around Dukana. We arrived later in the day and after I 

had sorted out the aircraft and joined the others, they set up a Land Cruiser in town 

with a projector and a screen, and they showed the Jesus film. As the old movie from 

the 1970s played, I looked around at the many faces intently watching and realized how 

these people were drawn to this Jesus they were seeing and hearing in their own Borana 

language.   

The next morning I joined the whole team for devotions after breakfast, and one of the 

men shared how they had visited a family that were practicing traditional religion. 

When they heard about Jesus, they were so excited and wanted them to come 

back the next day and tell them more. They were thirsty for the Gospel!   

I looked around at the dead animals and the dry landscape and couldn’t help but 

wonder if this is the right time to bring the Gospel to people who are in such 

need. Then I was reminded of Jesus’ words to the woman he met at the well: 

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the 

water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in 

him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  I was reminded that we need 

both physical water, and we do need to actively find ways to relieve the terrible 

humanitarian crisis in Northern Kenya and on into Ethiopia and Somalia.  But, I 

was struck again by how the need for the living water that Jesus brings is even 

more important. Thank you for the part you play in supporting the different 

ministries MAF flies into these regions to bring the living water of the gospel 

of Christ, but also help to bring means to relieve the physical needs of these 

isolated people. We couldn’t do these flights without your prayers and support – thank you friends! 

Mission Team praying for Daniel 

Eddie and Daniel at the solar panel shed 

Setting up solar panels 
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The last few weeks I have noticed again how important it is to 

have community that can encourage you when you are down, 

who can pray for you when you can’t, who can give practical or 

financial help when you struggle to take care of yourself, but 

most of all, who can remind you of the truths of God and 

strengthen your faith. I have had several friends share their 

struggles with me the beginning of this year and my heart is 

heavy for them - their lives are hard and sometimes it’s difficult 

to see God’s hand when your problems are so big. At the same 

time we have experienced a new openness and depth of 

fellowship in our church small group the last few months and it is 

so encouraging to see how we can support each other through our 

growing friendship and prayer. This resulted in our group 

deciding to reach out to people who may not have the same kind 

of fellowship and support that we have with each other; so last 

week we went to a center for former street children, who now live 

in a loving and caring environment, and shared a few truths about 

the Father-heart of God, brought some snacks and games, and just 

spent some time getting to know them. Hopefully we can do this 

more often and build relationships with these young boys and 

girls who are slowly learning that they don’t have to fend for 

themselves, but that God cares for them and has brought a 

community around them to support them on this journey of life. 

We are blessed to have so many spheres of community—one of 

them being all of you who encourage and support us from afar. 

Sometimes it’s hard to stay connected well while we’re on this 

side of the globe, but we do treasure and appreciate you all very 

much. We figured, maybe we should try to enter the new century 

and have some connection with you via Zoom calls instead of just 

waiting for our next Home Assignment to come up. ☺ So we will 

be sending out some dates for proposed Zoom calls at different 

times and hope that some of you can join, so that we can just have 

a time to chat a little. Watch your inbox and our Facebook page 

for the Zoom invites! Looking forward to chatting soon!! 

Gratefully, 

I have been quite busy flying the last two months and I have seen 

many parts of Northern Kenya. In fact, I have done almost all the 

flights in our program because since January, I am the only pilot 

left in our Kenya program. I haven’t flown this much since my 

early days of flying in South Sudan and although my office work 

is suffering, one of the big benefits is that I have been able to chat 

to many of our partners and see what is going on in the remote 

parts of Kenya. 

Many of these remote and dry areas have not seen adequate rain 

for more than three years. Basically this means that most of the 

animal herds have not had proper food for a long time. I was 

chatting with a gentleman from Marsabit a few days ago and he 

said that up to 85% of livestock has died. In a number of the 

towns and villages I have visited the last few months, I have been 

shocked with the number of dead animals lying around. In fact, 

the food shortage is so severe, that camels and goats are also 

dying by the thousands. These northern communities depend on 

their animals for survival. They are their source of food and also 

income. With the majority of the animals dead, it means that 

families are buying mostly rice and beans to try and survive, but 

soon they will have no more money to buy even these basic items.  

Please pray for these communities as they struggle to survive in a 

very challenging situation.   
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Dead cattle in Northern Kenya 

Doing a skit and playing games with the kids 


