
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 

good work.  2 Corinthians 9:8 

Karibu Kenya! 

Welcome to Kenya! These words greeted us as we descended the stairs from our 

plane on January 29th. We would go on to hear them again and again from MAF 

staff, our neighbors on the compound, grocers, deliverymen, and police officers. 

The welcome has been warm, and we are so glad to experience it.   

February 2023 

The week before our arrival in Nairobi, we attended MAF International orientation 

at Ashburnham Place in England. While we learned many practical things, and 

formed friendships with our classmates, the overwhelming theme was that our 

home is with the Lord, and He is with us! Just as Daniel was not alone with the 

lions, and Esther was not alone before the king, we are not alone in the markets, 

Nairobi traffic, or our new home. There is so much to be thankful for! We all 

have adjusted to the climate and time change well, and are currently enjoying 

three weeks of family time.   

On February 20, Matt will begin his standardization training in Kampala, 

Uganda, and will be there until March 17. He will return to Nairobi for a 10-day 

break before completing standardization in a second three-week stretch. We 

would appreciate your prayers for Matt’s studies and our family during that 

time of separation and are grateful for the support of our compound 

community.   

While there are many lovely things to enjoy in Nairobi, we also see the very real 

needs around us. Since 2022, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, and Ethiopia have suffered a 

drought that has devastated crops, livestock, and livelihoods. The disparity between 

rich and poor is impossibly large, and inflation has caused widespread financial 

instability.  

We are thankful to be a part of an organization that works to relieve these needs in 

practical ways and we are honoured to serve a God who commands the rain, cares 

for the poor, and who knows the plans He has for Kenya and beyond. Please join us  

in prayer for Kenya.  
With love in Christ,  

    Matt & Echo 

Ready to go!  

 

Our orientation class at Ashburnham 

Asante sana, thank you for all of 
your prayers! 



Praise Items 

• Safe travels: first to 

England and finally 

Kenya. And that all 18 

of our bags made it 

safely through each leg 

of the journey.  

• Our warm welcome to 

the Nairobi compound 

and the sense of family 

that has embraced us 

here. 

Prayer Requests 

• For peace in South 

Sudan, and an end to 

the floods and droughts 

plaguing this part of 

Africa.  

• For our health, safety, 

and peace of mind as 

we adjust to a new 

climate and culture. 

• For Matt as he studies 

and prepares for 

standardization in 

Uganda.  

Please let us know 

how we can be 

praying for you! 

We would love to hear from you! Please email us at:  mmarples@mafc.org  or  emarples@mafc.org 
 

Follow our journey via our Facebook page at:  facebook.com/mattandechowithmaf 

On Friday February 3, Pope Francis (along 

with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 

Welby and the Moderator of the Church of 

Scotland, Dr. Iain Greenshields) landed in 

Juba to continue the Ecumenical Peace 

Pilgrimage as they prayed for and worked to 

amplify the call to peace and unity in South 

Sudan.  

MAF pilots were kept busy flying in 

passengers to attend this event, including the 

Right Reverend Anthony Poggo, who has 

flown with MAF over 200 times! His current 

role is Secretary General of the Anglican 

Communion, the world’s third largest 

Christian denomination, active in more than 

165 countries, including South Sudan.  

New Year; New Door 

After years of operating without a hangar in 

Juba, the South Sudan team were proud to 

see theirs go up in May 2021. And last month, 

almost a year after being shipped from 

Manitoba, Canada, the hangar has a door! 

The pieces for the enormous 21m x 5.7m 

doors arrived in Juba last week in a 40ft shipping container. The mother of all Ikea 

boxes! We are all thankful for a safe place to store and repair the aircraft so many 

people depend on. 

Pilgrimage For Peace 

Pope Francis began his pilgrimage in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo January 31st. 

The Right Reverend Anthony Poggo 

We were blessed by the gathering of church leaders from three denominations to work 

and pray for peace. That really is something to celebrate! 

https://www.facebook.com/mattandechowithmaf

