
Time! Why is it moving so fast? It seems like I wrote our last letter only yesterday, and 
now I am trying to find a few moments to once again update you. The beginning of this 
year the rains have been amazing. I have just landed at Tchincombe and the team is 
doing vaccines and consults. I can’t remember the last time I have seen it so green here. 
Even the little “talas” are full and overflowing with water. Yes, it has been 
raining in Angola and it has made flying a challenge, but of course, we 
have a nice, new airplane with auto pilot and can use IFR approaches 
into some locations. 
 
The other day I flew the 600th hour of our new plane. Flights have picked 
up and I am very busy now as both other pilots are away. Andrew comes 
back to Angola at the beginning of March from their mid-term break. 
Marijn is down with the small plane in, Windhoek, Namibia as it gets a full 
upgrade in paint, avionics, and autopilot!  
 
We have had a constant flow of visitors to the program. Our last visitors 
were volunteers who are skilled at driving bulldozers and worked at the 
Cavango runway build. Last month was a bit discouraging as it was taking 
way longer than we had thought it would take, but of course, the sheer 
amount of dirt that has to be moved is huge. I went to pick up the guys 
after two weeks of work and they told me the main runway was done!  I 
suggested we go fly over it on the way back to Lubango. We did, and I 
could not believe my eyes! We did a low flyover and if we would have had 
the documents, I would have been temped to land, as it was perfect. The 
main part of the runway is done, however, there is a flyover area on the 
north side that needs to be taken down and is going to take some hard 
work. We have hired local people to take down the large termite hills. We 
are working with the regulator for an inspection and paperwork. Please 
keep praying! We are close and I would love to have it open by mid-year. 
 
This update was delayed, as I was writing it, as the team was ready to 
return, and then many more days of flying put it on hold. During the rest of 
the week doctors who did 40 surgeries and many more consults were 
moved; Casovac, a sick seven-year-old, who needed surgery for typhoid, 
was brought to the city; 11 pastors and church workers were moved for 
some meetings; we also flew de-mining crews on the eastern side of 
Angola and then took some medical supplies and some very heavy 
runway bulldozer parts to Chinhama. It was a very busy seven days of 
almost 60 hours of flying. 
 
I have finally finished up the solar project at Rio da Huila, putting in bigger 
wires to handle more current and then installing more security lighting 
around the clinic. The system has been working amazingly well. The order 
has been placed to enable us to upgrade the five current MAF solar 
power systems, as well as add solar power to the school and the MAF 
office. We also have a project for houses for doctors and a nurse out at 
Cavango. It is all ordered and soon will be on its way to Angola. We, as a 
MAF team here, will do the installs for us and for the team out at the 
Cavango mission station. 
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Dear Family & Friends 

Bulldozer rollers 

Unloading 500kg of new bulldozer 
chain. 

Cavango runway 

Unloading a coffin at Mukwando 

600 hours 



Siena, Emalyn & Ezequiel 

We had a wonderful two months over Christmas and 
New Year’s with my parents. With the Stutzmans away, 
they could use their house and live right next door to us. 
We got to enjoy spending time with them, and the kids 
loved having Grandma and Grandpa Joe here.  They got 
to go on several  flights, as well as join Helena and me 
on the many other things that we do here. I had to take 
the big plane down to Windhoek for its annual avionics 
checks and also to get the call sign painted on as the 
temporary stickers were coming off. My parents joined 
us on that trip, as we were able to enjoy a few days of 
holiday showing them the sand dunes in Namibia. Lots 
of memories were made and  we were sad to see them 
go back to Canada. 

 

From Helena: 
 
“Mrs. Helena, did you know that Harriet Tubman’s 
nickname was Moses because people thought she was 
like Moses leading the slaves to a new land?”  
 
“Mrs. Helena, did you know that India had a thriving 
spice industry and began trading with other nations early 
on in their history?” 
 
After 12 years of teaching, I never cease to be amazed, 
amused, and humbled by the “did you know” questions 
that come to me from students. I love watching them 
make connections across curriculums and cultures. It is 
one of the most rewarding parts of the job.  
 
These last few weeks of school have especially been 
filled with learning and new discoveries as students are 
getting into the routine of school and are now focusing 
more on what they are learning and relationships with 
each other.  
 
We have a full classroom of students and we have been 
blessed by having Kelly Boers, Luana, (former student/
latest graduate), Crisio (long-time helper) and Meredith 
Fischer (SIM short-termer) helping in the classroom 
every day. This extra help in the classroom has allowed 
us to be able to do smaller learning groups to address 
specific topics, such as long division, multiple digit 
multiplication, and reading clubs focusing on fluency and 
comprehension. It is very exciting to see students get 
excited about learning and the reasons for learning. As 

we enter the halfway point of the school year, 
pray for positive attitudes and that we as teachers 
would have the energy and wisdom to continue to 
pour into these children of the Lord.  
 
Time has gone by so quickly. It will soon be 
almost four years since we last made it to 
Canada. Soon, however, the time is coming for 
our home assignment. Please pray for us as we 
have a lot to get done here before we can leave.  
We are looking forward to seeing as many of you 
as we can.   
 

Some dates as of now:  
Ontario: Jun 16-28 
Alberta & BC: Jun  29 - Jul 26  
Greensboro NC & USA: Jul 27th - Nov 14 
 

 

We will probably be 
away from Angola for 
five months, but as 
per usual, will still be 
monitoring and 
helping over the 
internet while we are 
away. 
 
 

Brent and Helena (C439) 

E-MAIL: muddeb@gmail.com 

Mission Aviation Fellowship Canada 

ONLINE: www.mafc.org/missionaries/mudde  

E-MAIL: info@mafcanada.ca 

PHONE: Toll-free: 1.877.351.9344 

MAIL: 
102 – 195 Hanlon Creek Blvd, Guelph, ON N1C 
0A1 

Mission Aviation Fellowship USA (23764) 

ONLINE: www.maf.org/mudde 

PHONE: Toll-free: 1.800.359.7623 

MAIL: PO Box 47, Nampa, ID 83653 
  

PLEASE NOTE: If you are a US resident providing ministry 

support, please be sure to contact MAF US to donate to 

ensure that you are eligible for a tax receipt. 

Sand dunes in Namibia 

Hiking in Angola   

Once again we want 
to thank you for your 
prayers and for those 
who give to MAF 
towards our ministry 
support.  Thank 
You! 
 

In His Service,  

http://www.mafc.org/missionaries/mudde
http://www.maf.org/mudde

