
To this... 

Feels like part of the family now... 

SAFETY FIRST! 

An important part of keeping our aircraft in the air and training up pilots and aircraft mechanics, is taking care 

of the paperwork that makes sure we are operating according to the high standards set by Transport Canada. 

January was busy for me as I prepared training material for our Internal Audit. Each year we are mandated to 

have a focused look at our operations; both in the Approved Maintenance Organization (AMO) and the Flight 

Training Unit (FTU).  

 

We examine our written policies and procedures to ensure that we meet the Transport Canada Regulations. Then 

we take a deep dive into our operations to ensure that we are doing what we say in our policies and procedures. 

The resultant process is meant to improve our operation by 

circumventing problems. 

 

As you can see from the picture on the right, the audit team 

consisted of Kathy and myself, Rick Rempel (on the left), 

Kalvin Hildebrandt (photographer) and Keith Kowalski (from 

MAFC Guelph head office on the right).  

 

Overall the audit went well. We had about six days of going 

through the checklists and now will spend some time coming 

up with solutions to some of the issues that we found. Most of 

my time was spent answering question as the audit on my 

areas of responsibility need to be independent. 

 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 

time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 1Peter 5:6,7 

CITABRIA UPDATE 

Thanks to Tim Huebner’s gracious help, we are starting to get 

some visible progress on the Citabria repair project (as you can 

see from the picture to the left).  

 

With the arrival of our inflatable paint booth, we will soon be 

able to apply some finishing coats to the new fabric coverings. 

Supply chain issues do continue to hamper us in the final 

assembly of the Citabria. We look forward to the day that she 

can once again join the flight line! 

TAKING TO THE SKIES 

We have had good weather this winter for the most part. Some weeks were challenging with lots of fog and some 

windy days that did not allow us to go flying as the crosswind was too strong for safe landings, but we have 

made the most of the days that have been fine and clear. 

 

Last week we had six flight tests booked for the week! I am not sure if that was a record, but some really excited 

and motivated students are getting their wings! Thank you for your gracious support that enables this ministry 

to continue providing outstanding training to mission-minded aviators! 



The PATC Team 

If you are interested in joining our  

Ministry Partnership Team 

THERE ARE 3 EASY WAYS TO GIVE 

• ONLINE: www.mafc.org/missionaries/thomas  

• TOLL-FREE: 1.877.341.9344 

• CHEQUE: Cheques payable to Mission Aviation 

Fellowship can be mailed to the address below. 

 

Thank you to all of you who pray for us, and support us 

financially in our ministry with MAF at PATC. We are 

so incredibly grateful for your partnership. We cannot 

do what we do without you! 

On a Personal Note    Prayer & Praise:  

 THANKFUL for much good weather this winter for 

flying. 

 THANKFUL for all of you who support us in prayer 

and/or financially. You are truly a blessing! 

 THANKFUL that Brandon Coker has now joined us 

on the Maintenance Team and is settling in.  

 PRAYER for the Barber family as they pack up 

their life in Madagascar and travel to Three Hills 

and prepare to join us at PATC. 

 CONTINUED PRAYER that the landing gear legs 

will come soon for our Citabria. They have been 

back-ordered for some time. 

 PRAYER as we look ahead at confirming our 

Ministry Partnership team for another term. 

PATC closed down for two weeks at the end of 

December which gave us the opportunity to take 

some holiday time without having to catch up on 

work when we got back. ☺ 

 

We had a few days on our own to relax and then 

were able to spend some holiday time with family 

and new friends. 

 

Our highlight, as always, was being able to spend 

time in Portland.  

 

It always seems strange to be without snow for 

the holidays—but it does allow for some fun 

playground time. 

 

We feel blessed beyond 

measure to be able to do what we do. We have 

good health and mental ability and desire to use 

what we have been given for His glory for as long 

as we are able. We look forward to what He has in 

store for us in this coming year, and beyond, as 

changes unfold at PATC. 

 

Again, we could not do it without our team of 

supporters and pray-ers. Thank you for being 

part of the team that makes this journey 

possible—thank you for journeying with us.  

https://www.mafc.org/missionaries/thomas

