
March 2023 
It isn’t often that my passengers can identify relatively 
obscure features in the landscape that we’re flying over.  
“This is the Onilahy River”… (yup, sure enough, that’s what 
the tiny print on my map says). “Over there is the forest 
where I used to hunt guinea fowl.” Pointing to the map—
“Here’s the bay where my great-grandparents took a boat up-
river to get to the mission station, and here’s the place where 
my great-grandfather is buried.” Then again, it isn’t often that 
I have a family on board whose history in Madagascar goes 
back to 1898!   
My copilot on this flight was Glenn Quanbeck and in the seats 
just behind him, his sister, Lillian, and his dad, Stan. I flew 
them back to the town of Ejeda, where there is a hospital 
named after Stan that was opened in 1966. All four of his kids 
were born there. At 86 years old he is still involved with the 
hospital which is now run by SALFA—the medical branch of 
the Lutheran church here in Madagascar. 
SALFA is a long-standing partner of Global Health Ministries 
(GHM), an organization founded in 1987 by Lutheran 
missionaries who lived and worked in various countries 
around the world, including Madagascar. “Many were 
medical missionaries, serving alongside local colleagues as 
doctors and nurses at mission hospitals they helped build. 
Eventually, many of the missionaries returned to the U.S. to 
practice medicine...but the people and places they had come 
to love stayed in their hearts. 
By the 1980s, administration of mission hospitals had largely 
transferred to local churches, but few could absorb the 
financial responsibilities associated with running hospitals. 
Lack of funds resulted in shortages of medicine and supplies, 
and aging equipment they couldn’t afford to replace. A small 
group of American medical missionaries serving in 
Madagascar and Liberia reached out to their network of 
friends and supporters with a letter describing an 
organization that would ‘support and assist our overseas 
Lutheran churches in realizing the full potential of Christ’s 
healing ministry.’ The idea of Global Health Ministries was 
born and took root. 
This network of friends and supporters, called GHM, has 
grown exponentially for over three decades...donated 
medical supplies and equipment are now sent by sea 
container from a 12,000 square foot warehouse instead of in 
cardboard boxes packed in a garage. We continue to serve 
alongside international colleagues, now in 14 countries, 
expanding our programs to include leadership consulting and 
accompanying partners in grassroots efforts to improve 
community health. Sometimes we have been amazed at all 
that is accomplished - the materials that arrive just when we 
need them, the funding that comes in the ‘nick of time’, the 
projects that flourish against all odds. But God is working, 
watering the deep roots with water that never fails.”* 
On board with the Quanbecks were several current and 
former staff with GHM as well as a colleague from SALFA.  
Ejeda was just one of their stops on this trip to Madagascar 
during which they were able to visit several of the initiatives 
that they support, including the hospital in Ejeda. 
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The airstrip in Ejeda *Excerpt from https://www.ghm.org 
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Prayer  Letters:   

Prayer and Praise: 

• The cyclone season has come and gone without major 
destruction. Certainly there are places where homes and 
crops were lost, but overall the cyclones brought much 
needed rainfall to many parts of the island. So we can 
give thanks for the rain, and pray that those who need 
assistance would receive it.   

• For those who have been following the imprisonment of 
MAF pilot Ryan Koher in Mozambique: we can give thanks 
that after more than four months in prison he has been 
released.  His trial is ongoing and for now he must remain 
in the country. Please continue to pray that the case will 
be quickly dismissed and Ryan is granted a full release, 
and that he can be reunited with his family soon..  

• Praise for Kristen’s new role with MAF-Canada, and 
prayer that she would be a blessing and encouragement 
to other MAF families. 

• Prayer for Ryan’s dad who has cancer and has started 
radiation treatment.  The prognosis is positive but your 

prayers are still greatly appreciated. 

Join us on Instagram and follow along @ ryanunger8 

An update from Kristen... 
I am thrilled to share some news about what I’m up to these 
days. In addition to coaching and working on my counseling 
studies, God has brought me a new and unexpected 
opportunity to serve—one that brings together my MAF 
experiences over the years, as well as my coach training and 
what I’m learning in my counseling coursework. 
In February I started a new role as Member Care Provider for 
MAF Canada. To make this even more fun, this is a shared role 
with my friend Karyn Ball, who was our neighbour in Juba 
before we moved to Madagascar. Chris, Karyn, and their kids 
are still with MAF in Juba.  
As part of our role, Karyn and I will be connecting with MAF 
Canada missionaries, conducting debriefs, and visiting them on 
the field. It looks like we will conduct one or two field visits 
every year, so although this will involve travel time away from 
my family, it won’t be significant amounts of time away. My 
first trip is scheduled for the end of March, when I will go to 
Juba for a week of Member Care meetings with Karyn and the 
head of HR and Member Care for MAF Canada. I am really 
looking forward to these meetings and to visit South Sudan 
again for the first time in seven years. 
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Continued….Stan was one of the missionaries that was instrumental in founding GHM. To bring it closer to home, Stan is 
the reason MAF came to Madagascar in the first place. In the late 1980s, while visiting his kids at boarding school in Kenya, 
he ran into a MAF pilot and asked him, “Why aren’t you in Madagascar?” The MAF pilot answered, “Why haven’t you asked 
us to come?” The rest is history…  
It’s rather humbling to meet a person like Stan. First of all to think of all he’s accomplished and the legacy he left behind in 
Madagascar,  then to think how his actions years ago ended up having such a significant impact on our lives. Just when you 
think you’ve been around a while you realize what a small part you play in the grand scheme of things. That’s a good re-
minder to have every now and then! 

Home Assignment 2023! 
It’s that time again and we’re looking forward to 
getting back to see you!  We will be in the US in July 
and then Canada in August.  It’s a bit shorter than previous trips now that kids 
are getting older and school schedules become more 
of a restriction, but hopefully we can still see many of 
you in the time we have.  Thank you for joining with 
us in the work of MAF—we couldn’t be here without 
your generous and faithful prayer and support. 
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