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It’s a beautiful winter’s day in BC, Canada. I have finally returned 
home and am completing my required quarantine. As my time 
with MAF draws to a close, self-isolation has given me the perfect 
opportunity to reflect on my service with MAF in Indonesia over 
the last 12 years. 
 
In 2008, I headed to Kalimantan to serve a one-year short-term 
assignment with MAF, so it is fair to say that I have been 
anticipating the end of my service with MAF for a few years! 
While the desire to move on to something different has grown 
slowly, it never felt like it was time to leave.  
 
I arrived in Tarakan in November 2008, and by the time I left in 
January 2021, I was one of the longest-serving members to have 
ever been stationed in that location. 
 
Over the last 12 years, the Kalimantan program has changed, and 
so has the needs of the program. During my first six years, MAF 
Kalimantan averaged around 300 flight hours per month. My 
background and skills were the perfect fit for what the program 
needed. However, during the last two years I served there, MAF 
Kalimantan averaged only 65 flight hours per month. 
 
When I returned to Indonesia in January 2020, I had a one-year 
work visa, but I did not expect that I would be staying that long. I 
went back to pack up two Cessna 206 aircraft into a shipping 
container and send them to Africa.  
 
Packing up the 206s would end the piston aircraft era in Indonesia 
for MAF. The 206 had been the workhorse for many years and it 
was the aircraft I specialized in maintaining. The need for my skills 
and experience would no longer be essential. 
 
Packing up the 206s could easily be completed in four months, 
and I had a strong sense that this was going to be my final trip 
overseas to serve with MAF. I had peace that by May 2020, my 
time with MAF in Indonesia would come to a close. 
 
But COVID-19 changed the world, and four months became a 
year, and I happily accepted that I would be using the full 12-
months on the visa after all. The extended time allowed me to fill 
a variety of roles, and I was able to help the team there in many 
more ways than I had anticipated. 

As I mentioned, the Kalimantan program changed over the years, 
but I can honestly say so have I. I feel that God led me to serve 
with MAF to open my eyes to the world and life as He sees it.  
 
While my first few years were dominated by work, my later years 
were much more about developing relationships and building into 
the lives of those around me. It taught me to live a life that aligns 
with the heart of God beyond my job. 
 
I went back to Indonesia with the desire to end well. The 
extension of time was a wonderful gift! I was able to spend 
quality time with so many people. COVID-19 caused a lot of stress 
for people, and I was grateful that I could be there to support and 
encourage others. But, my extended stay was a double-edged 
sword; the quality time spent with people also made leaving so 
much more difficult.  
 
For the most part, Tarakan was a good place to ride out the 
COVID craziness. After an initial period of heavy restrictions, life 
pretty much returned to normal. Other than wearing masks and a 
few other safety protocols, the only noticeable difficulty was the 
travel restrictions.  
 
At the beginning of November, Tarakan had 17 active cases and 
only one death. This was much better than what I saw from 
Canadian media. Sadly, as the virus spread, not even Tarakan was 
spared. Canada started ramping up travel restrictions, and I am 
very thankful that I was able to return to Canada just as my visa 
ran out. 
 
It has been an unforgettable 12 years! I am so grateful to have 
served Him in Indonesia through my ministry with MAF. 

Farewell to Kalimantan 

February 2021 

The MAF team waving me off from Tarakan. 



A WORD of  HEARTFELT THANKS 
 
I also want to use this opportunity to thank everyone who has been a 
part of my MAF journey. I have so appreciated MAF Canada and all they 
have done to take care of me and keep me on the field; there are many 
people behind the scenes who make the work of MAF possible. I also 
want to thank the country and people of Indonesia for their hospitality 
and good memories. 
 
A very special THANK YOU to my ministry support team. You have 
prayed for me and financially supported my ministry with MAF. Without 
your support, I would not have been able to serve. As such, your 
contributions were all the greater and your impact more valuable. I 
appreciate each and every one of you!  
 
I hope that it gives you as much joy as it gives me to know that together 
we were part of something much bigger than ourselves. It still amazes 
me how God has led people to use these small aircraft to transform lives 
in communities all over the world. Your partnership in this ministry 
means that you share in this transformation!  
 
Currently, I am uncertain about what my future holds. Over the years, I 
have developed skills beyond aircraft maintenance, so maybe a career 
change is coming. As I have trusted God to lead me over the last 12 
years, I trust that He will continue to show me where He can best use 
my skills and experience. 
 
Thank you all and so long! 
 

Karl Vanderlinde  
 

Email change: Please replace my email with karlvdl@gmail.com 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU 
TO STAY CONNECTED TO THE 

MINISTRY OF MAF 
 

If you have been financially supporting my ministry with MAF, THANK YOU! As my term 
with MAF comes to a close, I would like to invite you to consider partnering with 
another MAF missionary family: Reuben and Emma Vermeulen, along with their son 
Jacob, are preparing to serve with MAF. 
They are in the process of building their ministry partnership team and are excited to 
transition to their field of service in South Sudan. Would you like to join their team and 
help them get there? 
 

Contact Reuben at: rvermeulen@mafc.org or Emma at: evermeulen@mafc.org 
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