
Dear Friends and Family,  

Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support that allows us to serve here in South Sudan with 

MAF! 

We often share stories of the work we’re a part of in South Sudan, but this month’s stories come 

from Kenya! A few of our colleagues from Kenya recently moved back home, leaving only one pilot 

in the country. They needed some help for a week, so I headed down to help out. I always enjoy 

working with the team and flying in Kenya, and this week did not disappoint! 

The first day in Kenya I was heading north out of Nairobi to a small village called Gatab. Gatab is 

located on the side of Mount Kulal in Northern Kenya, an area that has been hit hard by ongoing 

drought. In Gatab I picked up Katharina, a missionary working in the local village, and then 

continued on to Marsabit. Marsabit is a slightly larger town, a regular stop on our northern 

shuttle. In Marsabit I picked up 7 passengers, including Rob and his wife Jacqueline. Rob told 

me about his work with the Boran tribe in Northern Kenya against the Ethiopian border. 

They are working hard amongst this people group to plant churches, build schools, fund 

hospitals, and train pastors. 

Day two had me heading southwest to Migori. Migori sits close to the famous Masai Mara 

National Reserve. It was beautiful to fly across and see the beauty of this part of the world. 

We even spotted a few elephants! In Migori we picked up an American team that had been 

doing some work at an orphanage/school in Northern Tanzania; just across the border. The 

orphanage is home to over 500 kids from that area, giving them a place to call home and get a 

good education. 

The next day I was heading north-west to Kitale. Kitale sits close to the Ugandan border in the 

shadow of Mt. Elgon. I did two flights to Kitale to pick up a team from Foundations4Hope. 

This organization has been working in this area planting churches, training pastors and 

elders, and also digging wells for fresh water. This area has been hard hit by drought, so fresh 

water will be life changing for these people! 

On my final day in Kenya I headed north east to the border of Ethiopia to the small border 

town of Moyale. There I dropped seven passengers, including a team from Acacia Water. 

Acacia Water is an engineering ministry that specializes in acquiring access to clean and safe 

drinking water for remote communities in many East African countries including Kenya. 

From Moyale I departed to Loglogo to pick up three passengers and then on to Sesia where I 

picked up Eddy and Amanda Simmons. They are working in Sesia among the Samburu 

people; preaching the gospel, training pastors, and doing medical work amongst many other 

things. They have built and maintained an airstrip in the community so that MAF can fly in 

and provide transportation for them and those in the community! 

In just four days of flying in Kenya I had the chance to travel over a vast portion of the 

country; from the Tanzanian border in the south, all the way to the Ethiopian border in the 

north, and the Ugandan border to the west! But even more amazing than getting to see the 

whole landscape of Kenya, was getting to meet so many amazing people. People that are serving amongst the isolated peoples of Africa 

to bring them help, hope, and healing in the name of Christ. 

And that’s exactly what MAF’s mission is: “Serving together to bring help, hope, and healing through aviation.” We are humbled that 

we get to play a part in this amazing work, and grateful for your support that allows us to do it. Thank you! 

Reuben & Emma Vermeulen                 
Serving with MAF in South Sudan 
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Family Update 
We’ve been busy here in Juba since our last newsletter...and are really enjoying life on our 

compound and in the city of Juba. Hot season has definitely come to stay, with most days being 

close to 40°C. We haven’t had any rain since early December, making it very dusty and hazy in Juba. 

Needless to say, we are putting the pool on our compound to good use! 

Early this year we got to celebrate a birthday, actually a lot of birthdays! And it wasn’t even one of 

our kids. As you may have read in previous newsletters, the kids and I have been spending some 

time every week at a local orphanage. This orphanage is home to about 50 kids from the age of 6 

months up to 15 years old. These kids come from a whole variety of backgrounds, but all of them 

have been through significant hardships in their lives.  

Most of these kids are unaware of when their actual birthday’s are, and because of this they will 

celebrate their birthday on January 1st instead of on the actual day. I, along with the help of some 

other mums, organized a big birthday party at our compound. We had cake to eat, games to play, 

gifts to share, and lots of fun to be had! Despite the many challenges these kids go through, it’s 

amazing to see their faces light up as we shared this special celebration with them! 

At the end of January we enjoyed some time in Kenya on R&R, catching up with friends and 

preparing for our next few months in Juba. We hoped to come back and get right back into work, but 

instead we’ve been fighting a few illnesses. Jacob recently spent a night at the local clinic with a 

bacterial infection. We are glad for the medical help we can get here, and thankful for doctors that 

MAF works with who helped us out! At the moment we are all on the mend and hoping for good 

health in the coming months. 

Thank you for all your ongoing prayers and support as we serve in South Sudan! 

Contact Us: 
Email: rvermeulen@mafc.org  OR  evermeulen@mafc.org  
Reuben’s Cell: +254 111-643-822     

Emma’s Cell: +211 922-680-347 

Instagram/Facebook: @vermeulenswithmaf 

Family Update 

Prayer & Praise 
 Prayer for good health and safety. We have been battling lots of 

illnesses and ailments over the last little bit, and Jacob recently 

spent a night in the hospital for an infection.  

 Prayers for the country of South Sudan. There has been lots of 

fighting recently in areas outside of Juba. Prayer that people 

would see the futility of constant war and instead seek peace, 

especially the peace found in God. 

 Praise for the ongoing work of MAF in South Sudan and Kenya, 

and all the people that are being positively affected by our 

flights. 

MAF South Sudan team at a recent get-together 

In His Service, 


